Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



___ 



*^ 



'1 




•. ■ • .' ■ \ ■■ J- 

'^ Jy - \ r^.-i I.. -I 




t 

s 



I 



I 



t 




/ 



i' • 



DEDICATION. 



TO 



THE HONOURABLE THOMAS KENYON, 



MAYOR OF OSWESTRY, 



AS CHIEF MAGISTRATE OF THIS 



ANCIENT AND RESPECTABLE BOROUGH, 



/ 



THE FOliLOWING PAGES 



ARE MOST RESPECTFULLY DEDICATED 



BY 



HIS OBEDIENT 



AND HUMBLE SERVANT, 



THE PUBLISHER. 

Sept. 1815. 

b 



* ' ' ' * I,- 

SUBSCBIBERS. VU 



Alphabetical List of Subscribers. 



AiTCHisoN, mr. Brjnkinalt 

Albany, mr. London, 3 copies 

Artkur, mr. William 

Atcherley, Richard, esq. 

Baugh, mr. Ellesmere 

Benjamin, mr. Melier, Wrexham 

Bentley, mr. P. 

Bentley, mr. John 

Bickerton,mr« brasier 

Bonnor, John, esq. Brynygwiilia 

Bowen, mr. Shrewsbury 

Bowen, mr. W. ditto 

Bourke, rev. J; W 

Broughall, mr. J. Whittingtoa 

Brown mr. 

Brown, mr. Joihn, 3 copies 

Byrne, mr. T. 

GEunbell, mr. 

Cartwright, mr. 

Clowes, mr. draper 

Cockerill, mr. 

Corbett, mr. 

Croxon, mr. J. 

Davies, mrs. Thomaa 

Davies, mrs. Castle Buildings 

Davies, miss, ditto 

Davies, mr; £• Pool 

Davies^ T» 

b2 




V J^ " \. - ..■; .? I. -j 




SOBSCIIIBBM. 



Inicas, mr» 
Lyons, mn. 
Lyons, mr. Thomas 
IVIiddleton, miss, Cbirk CSastle 
Morris, mr. surgeon 
Mozley, rar. bookseller, Derby, 35 copies 
Mytton, mrs. Halston 
Niccob, mr. Robert, brasier 
Nicholson, mr* E. 
, Owen, rcT. Owen 
Owen, mr. T. suryeyor 
Owen, mn William 
Parker, T. N. esq. Sweeney Hall 
Parkes, mr. Shrewsbury 
Parkes, mr. J. ditto 
Parry, Lawton, esq. Glanrafon 
Peate, mr. R. 
Penson, mr. jun. 
Phillips, mr. R. Penybont 
Pierce, mr. John, Birmingham 
Powell, mr. Preesgwain 
Price, mr. solicitor, Caernarvon, 3 copies 
Price, mr. Edward 
Price, mr. Edward, jun. 
Price, mr. hair-dresser 
Pritchard, mr. 2 copies • • 
Pyfinch, mr. London 
Rsid, mr. Felton 

Rice, mr. bookseller, T^ondon, 13 copiea 
Roberts, rev. Peter 
Roberts, mr. surgeon 
Roberts, miss 
Roberts, mr. John, hatter 
Roberts, mr. Willianft 
Rogers, mr.. Kinton 
Rogers, rar. Robert, l^ark mill 
Russell| rev. John 



■I. . 111. l i .1, < ', ■ -J 

8UB8CRIBBR8* xi 



Russell, mr. W. 

Rjan, mr. John, Londoo 

Salisbury, mr* 

ShentoR, Launcelot, esq. Pentrepant 

Smith, mr. W. 

Smith, mrs* 

Stanton, mr. R. cutler 

Stoakes, miss 

Stretton, mr. Chester, 8 copies 

Tannatt, miss, Gelly 

Thomas, mr. J. draper 

Thomas, Rice, esq. Coedhel^ln, 

Tudor, mr, Pentreclawdd 

Tudor, mr. Liveipool, S copies 

Tylar, mr. John 

Yenables, dr. Richard, Clyro, Hay, S. Wales 

Venables, rev. G. Machynlleth ' 

Venables, mr. 

Watkin, mr. Argoed 

Watmough, mr. 

Warren, Henry, esq. Morda 

Warrington, miss £. 

West, hon. Frederick, Chirk castle. 

Williams, Martin, esq. Bryngwyn 

Williams,* rar. John 

Williams, 4nr* James 

Windsor,, mr. S. 

Wftters, inrs. 

Wynn, sir W. W. bart. M. P. 

Wynn, C. W. W- esq. M. P. 

Wynn, H. W. W. esq. 

Wyott, miss 

Wynn, mr. John 

Wyriyard, mr. J. Manchester 

Yates, mr. G. surveyor 

Yates, mr. T. attorney 

Yatei^ mr. R. surveyor 



amammm 



XU REFEftClffCes. 

— ^—1—— MMeaeaBa i ia= 



Yates, nirs. D. A. 
Yale, mr. W. 2 copies 
Young, mr* 



1 I ■ I ' l AIM 'T i : 



cotrreirTc. 

Address ami Eiymohgy ..••.«•«.... 

Historic iVb^tees.. .••.•• ...... 5 — 80 

« 

2>e5cn^^tve Sec/ion. ........ ....... 61 — 136 

Ancient Cusioms^^^ 137 — 152 

neighbourhood 153—168 



I 



EKGfiAVfNGS. 

N. W. View oftheOtwrchfadngmkmd 98 

OswaWs ma • 9 

New-gate ^.......ta^..^*....*... 26 

JB€a^rtce-^a^e..,«....w. .•••...«..— -« 27 

Plan of the Town ,.•-....•...«..- 83 

Brass Weight,. ^.^ 130 



C I ] 



ADDRESS AND ETYMOLOGY. 



xN taking a retrospective view of the Borders of 
England and Wales, iivhich were in ancient times 
termed the marches^ debatable lands^ hunting grounds^ 
and perhaps designated by other appellations, arising 
from the C]rcum3tances and the tempers of difierent 
periods, it is with very peculiar, satisfaction that the 
mind contemplates the internal strength, which this 
island derived from the connection that, in an early 
age, bound this kingdom and the principality of 
Wales in one political ligature. Antecedent to the 
reign of Edward I. the part of England that is the 
subject of present consideration, and which is more 
immediately on the border of Wales, was termed the 
Northern Marches ; governed like those of Scotland, 
by a Lord Warden, who was here, however, more 
generally termed Lord President ; who kept his court 
at Ludlow Castle; and who, down to the reign of 
Charles IL lived in a state little inferior to royalty. 
Though national contention had long since ceased^ 

B 
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this officer i^as still considered as absolutely necessary 
to quell petty disturbances, and to adjust differences, 
such as frequently occurred from the irritability of 
the tempers of 

A people similar 
As twina are to each other ; valiant both : 
Both for their valour famous through the world ; 

and ivhich generally burst forth in consequence of 
quarrek that arose flt hunting or drinking parties, &c« 

** When maDy a knyght and baron bold, 
Renown'd for bardie deeds; 
lYhffse names Fame's ample list enrolPd, 
OpposM ther stedes to stedes." 

As the aacient town of Oswestry and Ihe adjacent 
country was, in common with other parts of the 
borders, the sceiie of many of those exploits, it is 
deemed necessary to allude to them previous to our 
entering on the main subject of the work. 

Numerous conjectures are sometimes formed res- 
pecting the derivation of names, but the orthography 
of our forefathers is so uncommonly imperfect, that 
after the strictest enquiry,- we are left only in a state 
of uncertainty. 

Oswestry was called by the Britons Tre^r-cadeiriau; 
literally, the town of chairs^ or seats commanding an 
extensive tAew^ (as Cadair Idris, the chair of Idris^ 
and others) as there are several eminences commanding 
such views in the neighbourhood • 
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We findf that Osvrael, one of the son» of Cunedda 
WIedig*, as a reward for his services in driving the 
Irish from Gwynedd, in conjunction with his brothers, 
obtained that district called Osweilingf where the pre- 
sent town of Oswestry is situated. The town may 
ascribe its foundation and name to this Oswael ; who, 
it is said, erected a place of religious worship therein. 

The Saxons called this place Maserfieldj derived 
from maes hir^ (brit.) the long field; and/e/fe, (sax.) 
fierce, cruel, outrageous; in allusion to the battle 
between Penda, king of Mercia, and Oswald, king 
of Northumberland ; or more probably feldtf a field, 



* Canedda was the son of Edeyrn ab Fadarn with the Crimson 
Coat, by Gwawl, daughter of Coel Godebog. His original patrimony 
was in Cumberland and some neighbouring districts, where he began 
to reign about A. D. 328, and died in 389. Cunedda had many chil- 
dren; some of whom inherited lands in Wales, in right of Gwawl his 
mother, and for assisting in driving the Irish away i but the greatest 
number of them, and indeed most of their descendants, embraced a 
religious life, on account of being driven from their possessions by the 
Saxons« Hence, they were ranked with the children of Bran and 
Brychan, under the appellation of the three holy families of Britain. 
The Triads record Cunedda as the first who granted lands and privi- 
leges to the church in this island. His sons who obtained inheritance 
in Wales, were the following: Tibion, his eldest son, dying in the Isle 
of Man; Meirion, the son of Tibion, had Cantrev Meirion ; Arwystil 
had Arwystli ; Caredig had Caredgion; Dunod had Dunodig ; Edeyrn 
had Edeyrnion; Mael bad Dinmaels Coel hadCoeleion; Dogvael 
bad Dogveilin; I^huvon hadRhuvoniog; Einion had Caer Einion ; 
tifd Oswael had Osweiling. Owen's Comb, Btog. 

b2 
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added by the Saxons, they looking on Maes bir merely 
as an epithet, without knowing its signification. It 
is conjectuied, that the Welsh caOed it Croes-oswalitj 
and the English OswaM*s4reey from a circumstance 
which is thus .related : Oswald, previous to the 
battle with Cadwallou, near Seyerus's Wall, set np 
a cross of wood, and making intercession thereat, 
be overthrew his adversary. In those dawning days 
of Christianity, the success of Oswald was attributed 
to this pious act. Being fortunate in this instance, he, 
probably, adopted the like measure before Oswestry; 
^^ but as the sunne hath his shadow, and the highest 
tide her ebbe, so Oswald bow holy soever, or govern- 
ment how good," fell in the contest. From the 
cross or tree he had erected, the town took its name. 

The town was also termed Bianc'tninsterj White^ 
minster J and in ancient records, Candida-ecclesiay and 
Alburn'manasterium^ from its ^^fair and white monas- 
lery." During the time when Meiedydd ab Bleddya 
inherited Oswestry, the inhabitants called it Trefred, a 
contraction of Tre Meredith, Meredith^s Town. This 
prince dying in 11S9, the name was lost, and the 
town lesuflMTd its former appellation. 
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HISTORIC NOTICES, &c. 



Oswestry, as before obserred, is supposed to 
have been founded by Oswad, about (he end of the 
fourth century. It formed part of Rywtsland ; which 
when entire, reached in a straight line from Broxton 
Hills, in Cheshire, southerly to Pengwern Powis, or 
Shrewsbury, including a large tract in both these 
counties ; from thence through the eastern limits of 
Montgomeryshire, comptehending all that county, 
part of Radnorshire and Brecknockshire ; then turn- 
ing northward, included the Cwmmwds of Mowddwy, 
Edeyrnion, and Glyndyfirdwy, Merionethshire, and 
(circuiting part of Denbighshire) came along part of 
Olwydian Hilk, to the summit of Moel-finnma, in- 
cluding all Denbighshire, except those parts which 
at present constitute the lordships of Denbigh and 
Ruthin ; from hence, taking a south-easterly direction 
to Broxton Hills, asserts its right to Molesdale, Hopo- 
dale, and Maelor, in Flintshire. It was, perhaps, ot 
aouich greater extent under the mgu of Biochwet 
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Ysgythrog, who was defeated by the Saxons at the 
battle of Chester, in 607. After this event, the borders 
became a scene of rapine ; the Welsh and Mercians 
alternately making the most terrible inroads into each 
other's dominions. 

August 5th, 643, the contending armies of Oswald, 
king of Northumberland, and Penda, king of Mercia, 
met here: Oswald approached with his army to 
what is called Maes-y-Ilan, or Churchfield, then open. 
About four hundred yards west of the church is a 
rising ground : here the battle began. The assailant 
appears to have driven Penda's forces to a field nearer 
the town called Cae Nef *. Here Oswald fell. Penda, 
with a savage barbarity caused the breathless body 
of Oswald to be cut to pieces, and stuck on poles, 
as so many trophies of his victoryt. This gave 
occasion to these lines of a christian poet of some 
antiquity : 

** Whose head, all black with gore, and mangled bands, 
Were fix*d on stakes, at Penda's cursed commands; 



• Cae Nef is situated on the left of the turnpike road leading to the 
free-school : it signifies Heaven-field. The Hefenfeld in Xorthnmber* 
land is said to have received its name on accoant of Oswald attributing 
the victory over the Britons solely to the interposition of Heaven. 

+ In a MS. accoant of the town, written in 1635, there is the foUow- 
ing observation : '* There was an old oake lately standing in Mesburie, 
within the parish of Oswestry, whereon one of king Oswald^s arms 
fiong, say the neighbours, by tradition.*' Httrf* MS8, BriU M, I9&1. 
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** To stand a sad example to the resti 
And prove him wretched, who is ever blest. 
Vaip hope were both ! for Oswy^s happier care 
StoppM the proud victor, and renewed the war : 
Nor him, manliind will ever wretched own. 
Who wears a peaceful and eternal crown.' 



»» 



Oswald afld Oswy were sons of Ethelfrid the Wild, 
king of Northumberland. Redwald, king of East 
Anglia, having defeated and slain their father, in 
6i7> Oswald and Oswy were taken into Scotland, 
where they continued during the reigns of Edwin 
and Osric. After the latter were defeated and slain 
by Penda and CadwaUon, Oswald and Oswy returned 
from Scotland, in 634, where they had been baptized 
in the Christian religion, according to the Church of 
Rome. Oswald having united the kingdoms of Deira 
and Bernicia, (Northumberland) and promoted this 
religion there, prepared to meet Cadwallon, the 
Briton, who had attacked his dominions. Over this 
prince he gained a decisive victory. Encouraged 
thus far, he wished to curb his restless and ambitious 
neighbour, Penda. Therefore, marching with his 
victorious followers, he gave Penda battle near this 
town ; the event of which is before detailed. 

Oswald's strict Virtue, great humility, and zealfgr 
the advancement of the religion he had embraced, 
gained him the love and esteem of his subjects. He 
had been a great benefactor to various monasteries, 
aqd his character was so much revered by the mouks> 
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that a short time after his death, he was canonized ; 
and the field in which he was stain, became celebrated 
for the nunierous miracles that were beliered to have 
been wrought iti it. jHis relics, which Oswy re- 
moved the year following, were said to be of 
service in ail diseases to which man or beast are 
subjected; and the spot where his body had Iain, 
to have proved its efficacy in a remarkable manner: 
a traveller's horse, wearied by excessive labour, 
stopped, lay down, and, throwing about in great 
pain, fortunately rolled on the place where Oswald 
fell. Immediately the animal was relieved, and sprung 
from the ground. His master, sagacious man ! noted 
tiie ppot; and seated on his renovated horse, shortly 
arrived at his inn. A female was there sick of the 
palsy. To her he related the account of his horse; 
i^d vised her relatives to repair to the hallowed spot; 
she was no sooner conveyed there, than her disorder 
instantly abated. As several of these wonderful tal^ 
occupy the pages of our ancient authors, the above 
i» given as a specimen ; to which^ the reader is to 
give what credit he pleases. 

Oswald's Well is situated a little to the west of 
the free-school, and is supplied by a spring flowing 
from the elevated ground above it. The well i& a 
small sqtiare basin, in a recess formed by a stone 
wall, and arched over. .On the back is a rudely* 
sculptured head of king Oswald; and the front was 
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secured by an iron grate. A second recess of tbe 
same kind is divided from the former, by a slight 
stone wall; a^d ia this recess, there b water also, 
which was, perhaps, granted for common uses, whilst 
the other may hare been held sacred. There was 
formerly a chapel or cell near it, but no vestige of 
either remains; and the well itself is in a veiy 
ruinous statej but the water is good. There is a 



tradition, that nhen Oswald was slain, an eagle 
tore one of the arms fiom the body, and flying off 
with it, fell down and perished upon this spot, 
from whence the water flushed up, and has con- 
tinued to flow erec since, aa a menumal of the 
eventi 
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On tbe place of martyrdaca, as ihe monks have 
lerjMd it I a Monastery usaa faaaded, dedicated to 
St. Oswald ; but there aie ao evidences at present 
extant .of the time eitber of its fQundatiori or disso- 
bitioD. In the leign of Henry Yill. no part of the 
tmilding \«Qa left ; for Leland, who then visited this 
plaice, says, that the cloister only was standing within 
tAie memory of persons then living. The authority 
of Leland lays aside all doubts of the existence of 
a monastery here-^ and Gutto o'r Glynn, a Welsh 
poet, who floucbhed in the middle of the fifteenth 
century, notices it in the following description of 
Oswestry: "It (Oswestry) is the liberal, the best 
endowed of cities; the beloved of heaven that draws 
me to it. Oswestry, the strong fort of conquerors ; 
the London of Powis; where the bouses are well 
stored with wioe, and the land is rich. Its Free* 
school is celebrated, and it is a city for the preachers, 
and for men of science. God is present in its beau- 
tiful temple — a church adorned with rich chalices, 
and well-toned organ and bells. There is no better 
choir (none in which the correctness of singing is 
greater, or the habiliments more suitable) from it to 
fcanterbury: nor do I know of any Convent for 
Monies superior to the White Minster*. The hand- 

* Tbe fifgt rude ecclesiastical structures in this country were of 
wood. ** In those days,** says venerable Bede, ** we had wooden 
churches and golden priests.*' Tbe contrast between tbe lia&ber 
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somest women, and the most becomingly dre^, are 
those of Oswestry. In merchandise, it resemble« 
Gheapside; and its people are honest and unanimous. 
The grace of God be witfar the city, and those who 
dwell therein; and may God be its guardian and 
preserver." 

From the above it appears, that the White Monas- 
tery was ill or near the town itself. In another poem 
he says, ^^ it was on the souih'Side of the toWn ;" 
which is the situation of the present church, with 
respect to the ancient walls of the town. There is, 
also, a spot of ground near the church, still called 
Erw Mi/nekky that is. Monk's Acre ; and, as the 
ancient name of the church was Blanc-minster, there 
can be little doubt but that the monastery was 
adjoining to the church. Some traces of the foun- 
dations are still discoverable,, in digging graves in 
the churchyard. A celebrated writer* is inclined to 
think it to have been collegiate; a kind of establish* 
ment very frequent in places of martyrdom or of 
assassination, reverential or expiatory, according to 
the nature of the event. 



buildings groT?ii black and dingy with age, and the gay and lightsoae 
aspect of new edifices of white and polished free-stone, procured for 
these last the significant appellation of fVhite Mmstersy White Churches^ 
&c. Such is the ingenious and elegant conjecture of Dr. Whitaker. — 
J7ev. H» Owen's Jccount of Shretubury, 

* PennaDt^ 
6 £ 
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Gutto o'c Gljnn, or Griffith of Glynn, seems to 
have been a native of Glynn Ceiriog ; and, in con- 
sequence of the poem, from \^hich the above is 
extracted, to have been made a burgess of the cor- 
poration of Oswestry. 

In the Reign of Henry II. Reyner, bishop of St. 
Asaph, resided often at, or near Oswestry. He became 
a good benefactor to the abbey of Shrewsbury, by 
bestowing upon it all the tithe hay and corn of 
^^ Blanch Monastery" and its chapels, which were 
formerly applied to maintain twelve secular priests, 
who, for the most part, had their regular wives, for 
the Welsh dergy long resisted the injunction of the 
Rombh church in the article of celibacy, as well as 
several others* By the pope's authority Rr^yner ex- 
pelled those seculars. To return from this digression : 

Until the year 777j Oswestry was possessed by the 
Britons ; when the warlike king Ofla passing the 
Severn with a mighty force, expelled them from their 
fruitful seats on the plains, and reduced the kingdom 

of Powis to the western side of the celebrated ditch* 

* ■ ■ .... 

• This ditch called Clawdd Offa, extended from the river Vfye 
along the counties of Hereford and Radnor, in Montgomeryshire; from 
Pwll y piod, an alehouse on the road between Bishop*s-cast1e and 
Newtown; thence it passes northward near Melllngton-hally near 
which, is an encampment caUed Caer-din, by Brompton-mill» where 
there is a mount; Limor-park, near IVlontgomery, Forden-heatb, 
Nantcribba, at the foot of an ancient fortress, Leighton-hall, and 
ButtingtoD church. Here il is lost for five miles ; the channel of the 
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still known by his name. The princes of Powis 

Severn probably serving for that space as a continnation of the boan- 
dary. Just below the conflux of the Bele and the Severn, it appears 
again, and passes by the churches of Llandysilio and Llan> mynech, to 
the edge of the vast precipitous limestone rdck. From this place it 
runs by Tref y clawdd, over the horse-co^nrse on Cefn y bwcb, above 
Oswestry, then abo^e Sellatyn ; whence it descends to the Ceiriogy 
and then to Glynn, where there is a large breach, supposed to be the 
place of interment of the Knglish who fell in the battle of Crogen, to 
be noticed hereafter. It then goes by Chirk* castle, and below Cefa 
y wern, crosses the Dee and the Ruabon road near Plan Madoc, forma 
part of the turnpike road to Wrexham, to Pentrebychan, where there 
is a mount; then by Plas power to Adwy'r clawdd, near Minera; by 
Bryrabo, crosses the Cegidog river, and through a little vailey npon the 
south side of Bryniorkyn mountain, to Coed talwrn, and Cae-dwD« 
a farm near Treyddin chapel, in the parish of Mold, (pointing to- 
wards the Clwydian hills) beyond which, there can no farther traces 
be discovered. It seems probable, that Offa imagined that the Clwy- 
dian hills, and the deep valley that lies at their base, would serve as a 
continuance of this prohibitory line: he had carried his arms over, 
most part of Flintshire, and vainly imagined that his labours would 
restrain the Cambrian inroads in one part, and his orders prevent any 
incursions beyond thefie natural limits, which he had decreed to be the 
boundaries of his new conquests. It is observable, says Pennant, that 
in all parts the ditch is on the Welsh sidej and that there are numbers 
of small artificial mounts, the sites of small forts along its course. These 
were garrisoned, and seem intended for the same purpose as the towert 
in the famous Chinese wall, to watch the motions of their neighbours, 
and to repel hostile incursions. The fnUy of this great work appeared 
on the death of Offa: the Welsh, with irresistab]te fury, despised his 
toils, and carried their ravages far and wide on the English marches* 
Superior force ofteo repelled them. Sanguinary laws were made by 
the victosious Harold against any that should transgress the limit» 
prescribed by Offa. The Welshman that was found io arms on the 
Saxon side of the ditch^ was to lose his right hand* 
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were then constrained to quit tbetr ancieiit resMence 
at Pengwern, or Shrewfibury, and remove it to one 
not less fertile, to Mathrafel, in the beautiful vale of 
Mjfod, From this period, their kingdom was called 
indi&rently t&at of Powis,. or of MatfirafaeL The 
plains of Shrop^ire beeame a confirmed part of the 
Mercian kingdom ; and the parts beyond the Severn of 
Gloucestershire and Worcestershire, and the county 
of Hereford submitted to the ycke. The Britons 
still aKve to thdr injuries, privately formed a plan 
of revenge. They entered into an alliance with the 
kings of Sussex and Northumberland, and made a 
breach in the rampart during the night, passed the 
boundary, at early dawn attacked the camp of Odb, 
in an unprepared state, and put great numbers to 
the sword. The Mercian monarch narrov^Iy escaped 
with a small remnant of his army* The tract which 
forms the country above Croes-oswallt or Oswestry, 
and the two Maelors, (Gymraeg or the present Brom- 
fiefd, and Saesnag or the present Flintshire Maelor) 
with many other Cwmmwds, relapsed to their natural 
masters. Such wag its «tate till 843, the reign of 
Noderic the Great, prince of all Wales; who, in 
his mother's right, possessed North Wafes; in that 
of his wife, South Wales; and by that of his grand- 
mother. Nest, sister and heiress to Congen ab Cadeil, 
king of Powis, be added Powisland to his domiilions. 
He, according to the destructive custom of gavel-kind, 
divided his principality among his children. Ta 
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Anarawd he gave North Wales; to Caddl, South 
Wales; to Meryjn, Powisland. Each wore a Talaith 
or diadem of gold, beset with precious stones; whence 
they were stiled Y Tri Tywysog Taleithiog^ or the 
three crowned princes. Afler the deat^ of Mervyn, 
Cadsll usurped the portion of his brother. His eldest 
son Hywel Dda, or the Good, in 940, again united 
all Wales into one govemnaent. He left four sons, 
who divided South Wales and Powis between them ; 
while North Wales was assumed in 948, by lago 
ab Idwal Voel, and leuav. Edgar made them pay 
tribute of wolves' heads, and in forty-five years those 
animals were greatly lessened. The confusion that 
ensued on account of this partition, preyeats any- 
thing being said with certainty, until Bleddyn ab 
Cynvyn, who ruled Wales jointly with his brother, 
at the time of the Conquest, re-united the kingdoms 
of North Wales and Powis. The succession to the whole 
principaKty passed from his children ; but Powisland 
devolved to his sons; which came at length entire 
io Meredydd, the eldest born, after the contentions 
and slaughter usual after such partitions. Oswestry 
was caHed Trefrcd, in honour of this prince. He 
made the division which finally destroyed the power 
of the once potent kingdom of Powis. To his eldest 
son, Madog, he gave the part nhich bore afterward* 
the name of Powis Vadog: to GryfFydd, the portion 
cfttied Gffcnwynwyn. Powis Vadog, which belongs 
more particularly to our history, consisted, according 
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to the division of the times, of five Cantreft or hun- 
dred townships; and these were subdivided intofifleen 
Cwmmwds. 



CaiUrefs, 

y BAi.ffWy 

Y Rbiw, 

VirCBVAITTy 

TREFRED, 

RlIAIADRy 



CwfRnifcaf* 

'Dinmael, 
JEdeyrnion, 
Glyndyfrdwy, 

'Yale, or Jal, 
jYfitrad AIud, or Mold, 
. Hope, 

'Merfford, 

I Maelor Gymraeg or Bromfield, 
Maelor Saesnag, 

'Croes-vaen, aod 
[Tret y Waun, or Chirk, 
CaoBs-otwALLT, or Oswestry, 

'Mocbnant-is-Rhaiadr, Cyn- 

llaeth, &c. 
iKan-beadvry, 
Whittiiiston, 



i 



In what SAi/vfl. 

Denbigfhshire. 

Keriooethsbire. 

Ibid. 

Denbighsbire. 

ilinUbiro. 

Ibid. 

Flintsbire. 

Denbighsbir^ 

Flintsbire. 

Denbighsbire. 
Shropsbire. 

Denbigbsbire. 
Sbropsbire. 



Madog married Susanna, daughter of Gryffjdd ab 
Conan, prince of North Wales, by whom he had 
two sons ; Gryffydd Maelor, and Owen ab Madog. 
To the first, he gave the two Maclors, Yale, Hope- 
dale, Nan-heudwy, Mochnant-is-Rhaiadr, &c. : to 
Owen, the land of Mechain Is-coed; and, to his 
natural son, Owen Brogyntyn, a young man of great 
merit, Edeyrnion and DinmaeL Madog's chief resi- 
dence was at Oswestry; where he built the Castle 
about 1149, according to the Welsh records. His 
second wife was Maud Yerdon, an English woman 
of noble birth. He died at Winchester, and his body 
was honourably conveyed to Powis, and buried at 
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Mjfod. His l¥idow manied William Fitaadan, lord 
of Clun ; who, in right of his wife, obtaiDed the town 
and castle of Oswestry. This William was a descen- 
dant of Alan who came in with the Conqueror, and 
first of the Fitzalans that was baroa of Oswestry. 
Alan was the stock of the Fitzalans, earls of Arundel^ 
a powerful race, that existed, with fewer checks than 
common to dignity, for about five hundred years; 
fifteen of whom, enjoyed the baronage of Oswestry^ 
in addition to their other great estates. The title 
of baron of ^^ Oswaldestre,'' is now held by the diike 
of Norfolk. His ancestor, Thomas, duke of Norfolk^ 
married lady Mary, daughter of Henry, last earl of 
Arundel of the name of Fitzalan, 13th Eliz. when 
the lordship of Oswestry was conveyed to the duke. 
The Powis family afterwards became possessed of the 
manor, &c. in which it now continues. 

The nation being divided in the reign of Stephen, 
concerning his right to the crown, many of the no* 
bility rose in support of the empress Maud. William 
Fitzalan espoused the cause of the latter, and united 
his forces with the noblemen of that party. How- 
ever he was at length obliged to fly, leaving his 
estates, &c. to the mercy of the exasperated king. 
True to his honour, he did not deviate firom those 
principles, which he had, at the risk ofhis life and 
fortune, supported : and firmly adhering to the interest 
of the empress^ until her sod, Henry IL sAtcceded 
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Uf the throne, his integrity. was gratefally rewarded; 
and bis honours and estates, among which were the 
castles of Oavirestry and Clun, restored to him. 

In 1164, Henry II. after the fatal battle of Eulo, 
in Flintshire, determined once more to attempt the 
i^bjugation of Wales, and to revenge the ravages 
carried ^Ifarough the borders by its gallant prince, 
Owain Crwynedd. . For that purpose, he assembled 
a vast army at Oswestry, where he encamped, and 
stopped a considerable time ; till hearing that Owain 
and Cadwaladr' with all the strength of North Wales, 
prince Rhys with South Wales, and all the power 
of Powis had met together, and pitched their tents 
•at Corwen, he then marched from Oswestry to the 
banks of the Ceiriog. Recollecting his misfortune in 
the forests of Eulo, he directed his advanced guard 
to clear the passage, by falling the trees, in order to 
secure himself from ambusfiment. The pikemen, and 
flower of his army, were posted to cover the work- 
men. The spirit of the Welsh soldiery grew indignant 
at this attempt ; and, without the knowledge of their 
leaders, fell with irresistable fury on these troops* 
The conQict was obstinate and bloody, and numbers 
of brave men perished. In tiie end, the Welsh re- 
tired to Corwen. Henry reached the summit of the 
Berwyn ; put was *s<k distressed by dreadful rains, 
and by the '^tiVity and prudence of Owain, who 
cut him off from all supplic^^ that he was obliged; 
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to return with great loss of men and equipage; He 
however wreaked hisi vengeance on the unfortunate 
hostages which the .Welsh had sent to him some time 
before, by putting out their eyes! This contest iu 
sometimes termed The Battle of Capven ; but with 
more propriety that of Crogen : for . it happened 
beneath Castell Crogen, the present Chirk ^astle.-— 
The place is stiH Cfilfed AdwyW BeddaUf^ot. the pass 
of the graves of the men who were slain here* 

Considerable privileges have been granted to the 
town by its lords. The first charter of Oswestry 
was given by William, earl of Arundel, in the reign 
of Henry H. ; and, from its brevity, was called by 
the Welsh, Siarter Cwtta, or the short charter. 
The following observations occur in it : ^^I have 
received in Protection* my Burgesses of Blanc-minster. 
Richard de Chambre was Constable of White-minster. 
Thomas de Rossall held Kossall of John Fitz Alan^ 
in Chief^ of one Knight's Feet at White-minster. 



9> 



The aforesaid William in levying an aid for the . 
marriage of the king's daughter, in 1165, certified his 
knight's fees to be in number thirty-five and a half > 



* There are many charters of ProteDlfoB* The gentleman wba. 
favoured us with the above translation, tas one in bis ausenm* 

f A Knight*s Fee is so much inheritance of lan4^ as is sufficient fii 
maintain a knight; which in the reign of Henry III, was 9^15* or tfr<K 
Inndred acres of landw 

]3l2 
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whereof nineteen were de Veteri feofmento^ and six* 
teen and a half de now. He magnificently entertained 
Giraldus Cambiensis and the archbishop of Canter«- 
bury, in his casfle of Oswestry, on their journey to 
indte the people to arm themselves for the intended 
Crusade. GiraMus seemed to think the entertainment 
savoured too much of luxury. In a scutage made 
in the reiga of king John, the said earl was' not to 
do ward at any place but Blanc-minster, for the 
knight's fees held by him ; nor to furnish more than 
ten soldiers, horse or foot, in the county of 8aIop ; 
or more than five out of it. 

Early in the reign of John, Gwenwynwyn, lord 
of Powis, went to Shrewsbury, to meet the king's 
council. He was dishonourably. made prisoner, and 
confined in the castle of that place, to deter the 
Welsh from ravaging the borders. Notwithstanding 
this treatment of their prince, they actually sept a 
child under seven years old, in IS 13, as an hostage 
for their performance of a treaty just made; but owing 
to some infringement of the peace, on the part of 
the Welsh, the child was hanged in Shrewsbury, by 
one of the king% creatures. 

In 1214 Llywelyn ab Grufydd ab Madog, made 
bis complaint to the archbishop of Canterbury, against 
the constable, of Oswestry, for disturbing him in the 
third part of the ville of Ledrod, and compelling him 
to send two young noblemen to bo put to death^ 
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afler an igoominiaiu manner, ia derogatioa of their 
biith and extraction; tviiicb disgrace their parents 
would not have unckrgone for three handred pounds 
sterling 1* He states^ also^ timt the constable had 
twice imprisoned sixty of his men, when each man 
was compelled to pay ten shillings for bis liberty t 
and that when the Welsh people came to Oswestry 
fiiir, the constable would seize their cattle, by driving 
them into bis castle, and refuse to pay ibr the same. 

1S16. Lewis, the dauphin of France, being invited 
by the English barons against king John, landed in 
the isle of Thanet ; and marching forward to London^ 
he received homage of all the barons that were in 
actual war against the king. John removed to Here^ 
ferd, in the marches of Wales* He sent to prince 
Ltywelyn and Bruce, imploring their assistance, but 
they did not hearken to his proposals, fn revenge^ 
he caused twenty-eight hostages, children of eminent 
Welsh fiimiles, to be hanged at Shrewsbury. Radnor 
and Hay castles he destroyed ; and Oswestry, which 
belonged to John Fitzalan, who bad taken part with 
the barons, was burned to the ground. 

After the death of that prince, John Fitzalan was 

reconciled to his successor, Henry HI.; and in 1927 ^ 

^ procured fer his manor of Blanc-minster, the Grant 

* A reaiarkable estimiate of the lives of two children. The eztracfe 
horn. $B account of Oswestry castle,^ in Phillips's SbreivtiliaFsw 
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t)f ia &ir oh the eve, the dajr, and tke day after St. 
Andrew's fisast. The bailifb were also made clerks 
^f the market^ with privilege to imprison any person 
detected in forstalliog; for which was paid twenty 
marks as a consideration. These persons sometimes 
abused their prerogative ; and it cannot be surprisiog 
that the grievances which the Welsh complained of 
to Edward I. should chiefly arise from this town. 

In the rebellion of the earl of Pembroke, against 
Henry HI. in 1233, Oswestry again' experienced the 
dreadful effects of revenge. The confederates taking 
advantage of the perpetual animosity subsisting be- 
tween the Welsh and English, joined Llywelyn ab 
Jorwerth, a prince who long supported a character 
distinguished for enterprise and bravery ; burned the 
town ; plundered (he inhabitants of the marches, and 
laid waste the country: then entering hihrewsbury, 
made great booty there ; put a great number of the 
inhabitants to the sword, and burned a considerable 
part of the town. 

At this period, the situation of the inhabitants on 
the borders, was truly distressing: they were con* 
tinually subject to the depr^ations and incursions of 
hostile armies; and the wolves having increased in 
the desolate mountains of Wales, at times came down 
in herds, and miserably. ravaged the country*. 

. • The report of Edgar iwYiDg extirpated tlie race of wolves oat of 
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In 1S77, Edward I. made Shrewsbury the chkf 
seat of goyernmeot for several morttbs, ihat. he might 
be readj to receive the neoessary aid from his courts^ 
in the subjugation of Wales, an enterprise long me* 
ditated. He surrounded Oswestry with walk, that it 
might be less liable to plnodering excursions, and as 
a key to his intended .conquest. A murage or toU. 
was imposed upon the county, (the burgesses of the 
town of Shrewsbury excepted) for six years, for the 
building of the same; in which period it is presumed 
they were completed. It appears'Hhey were about a 
mile in circumference, with an intrencbment oh the, 
outside, >?hich could be filled with water from the 
numerous streams in the vicinity. The remains of 
this fortification are still visible; the site of which, 
will be traced in the plan of the town given in ^the 
work. "Several strong towers were erecte$|^ on the 
walls," but not a vestige of either is to be seen at 
this time. There were also four gateways, the only 
inlets into the town. These gates, in latter days, 
became extremely inconvenient for the passage of 
carriages, &c. The Black-gate was taken down by 
consent of the earl of Powis, and pillars erected in 

the principality was erroneous. A young Welshman, killed in the 
battle of Eulo, in 1 157, wag discovered eight days after, attended bj 
bb faithfal dog, who remained by the corpse the whole time, without 
food, aed defended it from the prey of birds and wolva. Girald, Cami', 
Alf9 io IS8I9 rewards were offered to those who killed a certain 
iiamber^ and broogbt their headf to Shrewsbury. 
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lieu iheieoi. The corpdn^n alio entered into an 
ajK^ment, in 1780, with the sDcceedkig h>rd of the 
manor^ for the demolition of the lemaining three 
gates, and appropriatiog the materiab thereof to the 
ctiec^og of a prison within the town. This was car- 
tied into effiset, and piifaufi abo were sabstitoted ia 
thefar stead. The accustomed tolb dne to the lord 
of the manor are demanded af these avemies ; but 
the inhabitants of Tieflach, Trefiffcbwdd, Bryn, 
Morton, Trefoonen, Uynclys, Cricketh, Blodwell, 
Maesbary, Sweeney, Pentr^gaer, Cynyoion, Llanforda, 
and Sylli^tin, called the groat burgesses^ have, when 
required, been used to carry materials for repairing^ 
the gates and pavements under the same; in oon« 
nderatioti of which, they immemorially have been, 
and BOW are, exempted from payment of tolL It 
is in coi^temirfatbn to shake of this imposition, in 
consequence of the decisions of the judges of the 
courts of KingVbeneh and Exchequer, in favour of 
the abolition of tolls. ^^ Tolb cannot be taken without 
a good consideration be alledged: the reason b, be- 
cause it.b to deprive the subject of hb common right 
and inbeiitance to pass through the king's highway, 
which right ot passage was before all prescription. 
Courts are exceeding carfful and jealous of these 
claims of right to levy money upon the subject: 
these tolb began and were establbhed by the power 
of great men." 8nd fFfkon^ S96. The committee fotf 
the management of the Oswestry toll case gave the 
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above citation in one of their circulars; obserring 
at the same time, that ^^ as no consideration is given 
bj the lord of the manor of Oswestry, for the tolb 
demanded by him^ upon the authority of the above- 
cited case, such demand cannot be supported : and^ 
as such demands are highly prgudicial to the interests 
of the town and country, they informed him that they 
were ready to meet him to try the merits of the ques- 
tion, in the proper place." That some renumeration 
was formerly given to the town, will appear by the 
following mild letter from one of its lords, addressed 
on the cover, 

" To the Baylyffe of my Towne of Oswestrey^ and 
the Muringers of the same :? 

WffERBBT the sufferaunce of me and myne 
auncetorsy gone^ have of Longe tyme Seceyoed the 
threrd part of the Tole of the towne gayte of f)s* 
westrey^ to be^ as 1 Sybpose^ bestowed upon the 
amendemeht and reperacons of the towne walles^ as 
ned requier; zoc* lam Informed^ you convert to other 
purposes for yo^owne privayt uses^ and staffer the said 
wales to Rone intogreatt Ruen and decay e: wherefore 
I will and requyre youe^ to stay in yo^ hande aU 
suche monye as is or shalbe Leaved upon thai pari 
of the tole sithens michallmas Last Paste^ untie the 
next grett teetej To be holden At Oswestrey; and then 
to Bringe before my steward the graunte whereby 
you claime the Same. And yfyt be there byfounde 
that you have Altered the use in the Bestowinge of the 
9aide monycy he is by me Apcynted to take ord^ ti^^ 
youe for the bestoweinge thereof As yt was firste 

B 
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: Jt" pM jf/ youe fui/h to do, or Ihal zuv said 
^iOfiWi *^i f"^ iMfauffeofyiM^i lake m g^4 ordi' 
0^^, T^hpt i will y^e-st</^e the S,qi<f moj^f m 
yo' fymdt^ (elt fuche tj/fjie as /......_.*" 

Same, aixsppt of th« Tovra Gates, wiil ^gm lead 
ik» isada into ebronqlc^cal order. 

The New-catb 



yiu bu^t in the reign of JSdw^ II. It flftii lued 
ns a prison and guard^rooni for soldiers. The horse 

< The vnaiMer pfJAe o.risvMl w toiti twt tke alTle of wrUiai 
ptacti ill 4b<1! al>,d|^t 4w piUle of SUi^twUi'J re**"- 
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with an oah bUnfch in his »«uUi, otgt the itetlWay, 
Waa the oreU of the FiizaUns, and is borrw by the 
pment eari^arshkl of Enjfland, ia ibe deKtei* Einp- 
■pottet of hit Aidld. Tb« bak braAch ow die seal of 
kiogOswaM, as mentioned In the MS, of J^m BavnB, 
-esq. Recorder, IB8&, was a mere OrMtatent; ai oft 
those of the bailifi^ at Shrewsbury, and wtenl myA 
Beats in the time of Edward I. There is a Very ai>- 
cient earring of the horse and oak bougll ifi the old 
bouse at Trenewydd, neai Whtitington. . 

Tub Bbatsicb^Gjitb 
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in the begianing of the reign of Henry lY. Tvbo 
named it in compliment to hb wife, Beatrioe, nutural 
daughter to the king of Portugal. Over this gate 
were the arms of the Fitzalans, a lion rampant. — 
WiLLoW^iATE (properly, Wallia-gate) took its name 
Irom being the thorough&re to Waifs, over the boun- 
dary of Ofl^« The precise time of its erection, or 
that of the Bi«ac&-gatb> which was taken down in 
1769^ is not known. 

Archbbhop Peckham wishing to visit his province, 
(the first who ever attempted it) procured leave from 
Edward I. that bishop Anian should attend him in 
the diocese of St. Asaph, personally. June the 12th, 
1284, the archbishop made his departure for Wales, 
and was received with great respect at Oswestry, by 
Anian, the clergy, and others, from whence he set 
out on his visitation of the diocese, which was com* 
pleted in about a fortnight. Anian obtained of the 
king, a confirmation of the rights and privileges of 
his church; and received of John Fitzalan, earl of 
Arundel, and lord of Oswestry and Clun, the grant 
to his church, of upwards of one hundred acres of 
land, at St. Martin's ; paying yearly, at Midsummer, 
for ever, a pair oigilt spurs: with the condition, that 
the bishop nor his successors should alienate the same. 
This grant is dated at Album Monasterium, 1271^ 
Richard, the son of the said John Fitzalan, afterwards 
confirmed it, vrho also gave forty^fonr acres more^ 
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with the manor house belonging thereto. Anian had 
a long dispute at Rome respecting the placing of a 
vicar in Blanch Monastery, the tithes of which, his 
predecessor had given to the abbey of Shrewsbury. 
The issue was, that the abbot for (he peaceable en- 
joyment of his tithes, gave the whole of his lands 
at SL Martin's, upon paying two wekk knives yearly. 

With the usual policy of a conqueror, Edward I. 
employed the Welsh, whom he had subdued, to 
assist him in the Scotch war; for which, as moun- 
taineers, they were particularly adapted. Yet this 
policy was attended with its risques. Prior to the battle 
of Falkirk, the Welsh quarrelled with the English 
men-at-arms, and after blows on both sides, disen- 
gaged themselves from his army : the hatred between 
them, at -so critical a time, was reconciled with 
difficulty. Edward II. followed his father's example 
in this point, and with no better success* In 1318, 
he commanded Edmund, earl of Arundel, to raise two 
hundred foot-soldiers out of Colne and the neighbour<« . 
hood of Oswestry, to repel the Scots. A conspiracy 
headed by his queen and her favourite, Mortimer^ 
forced the unfortunate Edward from the throne, who 
soon after was inhumanly murdered. The few wh^ 
had maintained their loyalty to the ill-fated monarchy 
were harrassed continually. The above-named eail» 
nearly the only person of superior dignity who bad 
lemained fidthful^^ in seddng refuge among his Shro]^ 
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%hiT^ tenantry, W^ ttpptahi^hdwi by ihi^ Inhtibif^m 
bf ^ftifMntfj fSxtA €tM Witlitiiiit the fiirtn ^ ttM 
ifhmedikMy bbheiided. For thiM ^^ sertke,'^ tb« <^gibd 
tti^ti df Sbtoii" h^ ftll the good^ aiid ^Imttete ^ttHd 
iljpoti Mill. After hfc ^XfcutlOb, tteiBfiltnaled ^«M^h, 
(6 shew li^t pft^ile&ttbil tO hef f[ilira«dui^ Idrd Mor- 

mm'y dMMikd tte citfslle iif (himtry Ibr (h^t ta- 

Tourite. In 1324, (two years previous to his death) 
Jtedmund granted two shops tn l^^g-street, io the 1i>ur- 
gesses for ever, paying the rent oi 1^5* id. yearly, 
l^he grant is witnessed by ^' Lord Itichard, abbot of 
Haggemon; Roges Carles^ Alexander Of Seha..ion, 

Lord Richard of ., lector of iPellon; t^obrt, 

the son of Hugh. i)ated lit Dswaldestre, on the feast 
of St. Michael, in the 18th year of the reign of king 
Edward, the son ot king ISdward.'^ 

Edward ttL itt 1331, granted another feit to iiie 
to^nj and in 1346, dlt^ct^ Edmtiftd Pit^Mh to 
emb(^y two hundred oi^his tttssrafe ftotn Xhirialtty Md 
idliih, for hi^ servids in tbik I'feu'di war. 

In 1S§7^ Ito the aittdnd^r tttad exeieultdn ^ VtittOMi, 
i^aVl tX Arutti^I^ Rtchatd It. gtMted hid isstlte to 
Williftm iSbrop^) tM n^Iy*cr«M«d ^ri of WfldMHfc, 
iinU btte df bis ftvo^ritcs. Ih Ate Uiut y<9Mr ie Md 
Mft tytttliamebt tt l^reW^^y^ bWing; tb Mte gWftt 
loVe, A he ^ibtr^eAy he hAd font lbs itahiHitfttitd bf 
ibtUt ptoCl. fib flffkHdUi ^Mk Ihe j^MMlj^ ^ fttts 
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^^i^ iimf 9ttenda«l8, tbit this uras demmuialed the 
Qm^ Ve^flkment. WbUe ke Kias tberei he mvlfl 
()be$^ a prinpipalityy and aiwexed to it the castla 
of PoU, tto lordship of Bromfield md Yale, Chirk«i 
bin<|9^an4 H^viy otfaer plaoea in W«t^a and oa 
t^p ))<]9F(Iw. Put ^ 9i4€jce9«ari Heory IV. repealed 
%n sipt ib4^t enoroaidi^ so xniftoh m the di^niii? of 
}fin w^9 ^ pHncie of WaIoi. Pefi^e the diasplutiaB' 
^ (tl^ci pArlia»eat i« Syhrelw|buf j^i a ooxAudUed oS 
(woltc'lord^ ap^ aij( ooiaiapnejB^ ^vaa elected, wha 
Vdre fsiHUBhed wiA fuM poH«r fi>r the dispatch a^ 
}^mnmk* Tiie kiiig, ^itb ibis Gonunittee ia Oswestry, 
d^tmvBuied (hat the ijre^U dispute of Muuhli^ mag^ 
natum between the dukes qf FJeiefofld anil Norfolk, 
a})QV|Id he eoded ky^ sin^ cpmbal al Covenlr/; the 
4iakea ha^ng bpt)» apposed before the king in this 
t0,i«iit Ailer nU the deniab, defiances, refus^ and 
#>her uaual fsevemnnias, t)ie eoiiihatants made t|ieir 
QPpAiaiicQ in the li«t9 on Ifae dajr appointed, ia 
pr^$$pcp 0f>tb<i king aod bis 00^^. HeiefofdadvaiiQeci 
^i(t| iw$ limfi a &iv paqea to pax his oovipUfQeaif, 
but ^Bifaffoik mtim nio)»d, nor ofier^ lo defend 
biips^t Upm ivbioh, to the great surpiise of Ibo 
pisapl^, tbi^. king eainsaanded a herald to piDof^niy 
tbdt Norfofl^ aboj»fcl be .baqiihed fmrn tbs kii^dom 
for cY^y and UeMToid fev tw jrean. 

The first ]^oy^i^ ChaiiteBi was ^r^nfed (o the 
tpufn hj Rigbard IL incorporating it by ihe nan^e 
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<yf Thb Bailiffs and Busgessm of Oswestat, 

INFRA PaLATINATITM CbsTRI^E, IN MaRCHIA IN- 
TER Anoliam et Walliam. This was founded 
Bpon the constittttion of that of Shrewsbury. The 
burgesses were exempted throughout the kiogdom (the 
liberty of the city of London excepted) from all con- 
tributions and exactions whatsoever. The charter bears 
date 14th of August^ 1399. Soon after this period, 
Richard II. was taken prisoner in Flint castle by the 
duke of Lancaster, (afterwards Henry IV.) and from 
ihencc the duke led him in his train to Chester : he 
there delivered him to the duke of Gloucester and 
Thomas, earl of Arundel, saying, ^^ here is the mur- 
derer of your fiither; you must be answerable for 
bim." On Twelfth-day, 1400, the unfortunate king 
was assassinated in Pontefract castle, by eight armed 
ruffians, but he dispatched four of them with a battle* 
axe, ere he fell. Different punishments were awarded 
to such of his adherents as were taken in battle or 
flight. Our new lord, the earl of Wiltshire, fell a 
sacrifice to the popular fury on the deposition of his 
royal master; and Thomas, the son of the late earl, 
was restored in blood. The earl of Huntington, the 
king's brother, fled into the county of Essex ; but 
passing through a village belonging to the countess 
of Hereford, sister to the late earlof Arundd, he was 
known and arrested. The countess sent news of it to 
king Henry, desiring him to send her the young earl 
of Arundel, her nephew, that he might enjoy the 
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vengeance she was going; to take on the man to whose 
counsels she principally attributed the death of- hec 
brother; which, it appears, she should rather have 
imputed to the treachery of the earl of NoUiogham. 
The young Arundel hastened thither, and loaded. 
Huntington with reproaches. The countess had as** 
sembled her vassals, to the number of etght-thousand^ 
to whom she delivered the earl of Huntington in 
chains, ordering them to cut him in pieces* The 
unfortunate man entreated for mercy, alledging, thtit 
he had never done them any injury; and all took 
great pity on him except the countess (of Hereford) 
and the earl of Arundel. The countess flew into a 
passion, exclaiming, ^^ Curse on you all, villains! 
you have not the courage to put a man to death.'* 
An esquire offering himself for this purpose, advanced 
with his hatphet in his hand ; but he was so touched 
with, the tender complaints of Huntington, that he 
trembled for fear, and returned io the countess with 
tears, saying, ^^ Madam, I would not put the duke 
to death for all the gold in the world."— " Then," 
said she, ^^do what thou bast promised* or thy own 
head shall be cut off." When he heard this, he was 
so afraid that, he knew not what to do, and said, 
" Sir, I entreat your pardon ; forgive me your death." 
He then lifted the hatchet, and struck him so hard on 
the shoulder, that he made him fall with his face 
io the ground. The noble duke (Huntington had 
been created duke of £xeter by Richard) leaped on 
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bis fiety saying, '^ Ahs, man ! vhy do you treat me 

r 

tbus? for God's sake, kill me more easily.'* He then 
gave him dght blows on the shoulder, for he could 
neither bit his neck or his head; the ninth stroke 
was in' the neek: and the worthy duke, brother to 
the noble king Richard, spoke yet, saying, ^^Alas, 
dear friend ! have pity on me iind free me from my 
pain." The executioner then cut bis throat with a 
knife, to separate his head from his body ; and in 
this manner was the noble duke put to death*. 

In 1400, the town was burned during an insur- 
rection of the Welsh. After a peaceable submission 
of vpwards of a century, they made an attempt to 
regain their ancient independence under the renowned 
Owain Gljrndwr. He was 'squire of the body to 
Eichard 11^ whose cause he iaroured, and therefore 
had lao interest at the court of Henry IV. His re- 
sentment against the usurper was incited by wrongs 
public and private : by the murder of the unhappy 
Richard j to whom he was strongly attached by being 
a per$(Hial iavourite; and by the strong partiality the 
Welsh bad for their late king. In the first year 
of the new, reign, he experienced the frowns of the 



* This gloomy narrative of tht unfortunate Richard IL and his 
friends, is taken from the Salopian Bfagazine, March, 1815; and 
which was pablished in that work from a MS, in the late French 
king* 8 library. 
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court. Sbakespear, in his spirited character of QwfiUI» 
omits the circumstance, of his fathet's borsea beiiig 
found standing up to their bellies in blood at Up 
nativity — sure presage of his future gr<^faes»— but 
the superstition and real merits of the heiro^ are fio^jr 
described by the poet in the followiog lines ; 

At my birth 
The front of heav'n wi« full of fiery shapes $ 
The goats ran from the mountains, and the iifffds . • 

Were strani^ely clamorous in the frighted fipl<M : ^ 

These signs have marlc'd me extraordinary. 
And aU the courses of my life do shew 
I am not in the roll of common men. 

After which) Mortimer gives his character thus : 

In faith, he is a worthy gentleman} 
Exceedingly well read, and profited 
In strange concealments ; valiant as a lion. 
And wottd*roo8 affable t and as boantiful 
As mines of India. Shall I tell you, cousin ? 
He holds your temper in a high respect. 
And curbs himself even of his natnral scope. 
When you do cross his humour | &Uhy i|e does t 
I warrant you, that man is not alive 
Might so haVe tempted him as you have done. 
Without the taste of danger and reproof; 
But do not use it oft, let me entreat yon. 

Owain first appeared in arms in the summer of 
1400. Lord Grey of Ruthin, had unjustly seized 
upon some part of Glyndwr^s estates, which mostly 
lay between Llangollen and Gorwen* Owaia sought 
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jtikice urifbioat baving recourse to violence : he laid 
liis case before parliament, but he met with no re- 
dress. Me therefore eommenced his warlike career by 
atiackiog his enemy, lord Grey ; and immediately^ 
TeooTered the lands which that nobleman had deprived 
him of^ Aided by the inaccessible mountanis of his 
country, and soldiers^ on whose valour he relied, he 
set at defi{iDGe the whole power of England. Glyn- 
dwr aninmled by his descent from the ancient line 
of British l^iiiices^ caused himself to be proclaimed 
Prince of Wales, September 20th; 1400. His chief 
bard regrets his absence» cbaunts his praise, and pre- 
dicts the success of the war, &c. in the Cy wydd, or 
poekn, beginning with, 

Cambrians princely eagle, fcail t 
Of GryflTydd Fychan^s noble bloedt 

Thy high temywn shaH never -feU, 
Otrain Glyndwp» great and goodi 

la consequence of the dreadful contests that took 
place during- the disturbances of the Welsh, an act 
passed' the English parliament in 1401, by which 
any whole-born Welshman was prevented from pur- 
chasing property, or being made a burgess in any 
of the English towns ; nor were this nation allowed 
to hold any civil office whatever in England.— 
The Welsh) in their turn, appear to have used 
equal severity against the English^ They bad a cus- 
tom called the^ Asachy by which it was necessary to 
have the oaths of three hundred men, before an 
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.Englishman, who had been accused of any crime, 
could be acquitted. In the same year, Henry made 
offers of pardon to all tliat had appeared in arms 
for Owain Glyndwr, in the counties of Caernarvon, 
Anglesea and Flint, and the people of Denbigh and 
Merioneth; to the inhabitants of Chirkland, Brom« 
field and Yale, to the hundred of Oswestry, and 
to iiiose of Eliesmere and Whittington, which were 
then accounted parts of' Wales. 

In 1403, the resolute Owain assembled his, forces 
at Oswestry, in order to joiii l6rd Percy, (surnamed 
sir Henry Hotspur) against the king. The Wekh 
chieftan had sent off only his first division, amounting 
to four thousand men, whose valour was conspicuous 
in the day of action ; in which fell his brother-in- 
law, sir Jenkin Hanmer. Henfy prevented him from 
proceeding with the rest, by posting himself bet wem 
Oswestry and Shrewsbury, just at the , critical time 
as Percy appeared before its walls. Eager to give 
battle, Percy withdrew his army to an advantageous 
ground about three miles from Shrewsbury. Henry's 
^^ courage failing" he sent the abbot of Shrewsbury 
to offer terms, but the earl of Worcester artfully 
misrepresented the message to Percy, who, in return^ 
sent defiance to Henry ; and placing himself upon 
an eminence, he animated his soldiers by a warm 
speech, when the battle began with a heavy discbarge 
of arrovFS from both armies* After three homrs dreac)^ 
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f ul conflict, the fidI,of Percy closed the tragic scene. 
His friends fled in great confusion, leaving six thou- 
sand of their side dead on the field. On the king's 
side there fell about sixteen hundred, and three thou- 
•siand were wounded* Glyndwr, at the head of twelve 
.thousand men, had the mortification of being obliged 
•to remain inactive at Oswestry; but probably pressed 
forward, when the king's forces removed to the field 
of action, for Gough observes^ that about two miles 
from Shrewsbury, where the Pool road diverges from 
that which leads to Oswestry, tliere stands an ancient 
decayed oak tree, of which there is a tradition, That 
Glyndwr ascended it to reconnoitre ; but finding that 
the king was in great force* and that the earl of 
Northumberland had not joined his son, Percy, he 
fell back to Oswestry, and, immediately after the 
battle, retfeated precipitately into Wales. However, 
Glyndwf carried on a marauding war, and plundered 
the marches. 

'< Shall it be said earl Douglas wjrll 

Avenge not Hotspar^s death ? 
Long as Scoti* bloode does my veines fyU, 

I'll weare the saogaliie wreathe. 
Oh Glbitdowr! with thy hardye traine* 

Why had we not tbt aide ? 
Cvrat was my fate — Oh ! thoasands slain 

Of freyndcs are yonder laide !'* 

Owain is unjustly censured for his conduct on this 
occasion^ and blamed for what^ it seems, he could 
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not effect. His great oversigbt appears to have been 
tlie neglect of attacking Henry immediatelj after the 
battle, when the royal forces had sustained a vast 
loss, and tvere overcome with fatigue; when his' own 
followers, and the remains of the northern troops* 
would have formed an army nearly double to that 
of the king. 

Thomas, earl of Arundel, granted a very extensive 
Charter to the town in 1407. From this, the 
inhabitants derived several advantages which before 
they had not enjoyed. The chief of these were, — 
That neither the lord nor his heirs should seize on 
or confiscate the effects of any person dyii^ with 
or without making a will in the corporation : That 
no burgess should be compelled to be receiver-general 
to the lord; but may be collector of the issues arising, 
within the borough: That the burgesses should be 
released from the fees demanded by the constable of 
the castle, or any of his domestics, for misdemeanors 
committed out of its precincts, when the offenders 
are brought to the castle prison; but that the con- 
stable might receive one penny from each mansion- 
house within the town, at his own election; and a 
fiirthing from every cottage, yearly, at the feast of 
St. Stephen : That the burgesses should be exempted 
from all duties on ale brewed and sold in the town, 
which had been hitherto rated at sevenpence for every 
bracena cervisias offered to sale; and also front the 
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^utj of Amobr or lyre^wytc^x That' whoever re- 
sided in a burgess's house, and should die thereioy 
the burgess was to have a heriot after his death ; ia 
like manner as (he JJchelmyr^ or freeholders occupy- 
ing the lands of the lord in the hundred of Oswestry : 
That no Shrewsbury ale should be sold io the towa 
without license, under the penalty of 6^. 8^.t That 
none of the inhabitants of the lordships of Oswestry, 
Melverley, Kinardsley, Edgerley, Ruyton, and the 
£leven-towhs:t:, should take any cattle, c(Mrn, victuals, 
or other articles, to any foreign fair or market, until 
the same had been first exposed for sale in the town 
of Oswestry, under the penalty of 65. 8d. That none 
of the lord's tenants should be compelled to pay the 
Ttddiim advocanii for the security of the castle, &c. 

* It is said, the Jmobr of the Welsh, the Lyre'wyte of the SaxoDs, and 
the Marcheta muUcntm of the Scots, were fines paid by the vassal to 
the superior, to buy off his right to the first night^s lodging with the 
brideof the person holding from him : but Mr. Pennant doubts whether 
there was any European nation (in the periods this custom was pre*« 
tended to exist) so barbarous as to admit it. He observes, that the 
jimobr, or rather Gwobr merch^ was a British custom of great antiquity, 
paid either for violating the chastity of a virgin ; or for a marriage of 
a vassal, and signifies the price of a virgiu. The Welsh laws, so far 
from encouraging adultery^ checked, by severe fines, even tmbecammg 
liberties. 

f It appears Hops were in use at this time, for in 1428, the par- 
liamem were petitioned to prevent the use of them, as*' beingea 
wykyd weede," 

t TheVare, Old Ruyton, Cotton, Shelvoke, Shottaton, Wykey, 
Eardestoii, Tedsmere, Rednall, Hanghton, Sutton^ and Felton; which 
form Ruyton manor in the hundred of' Oswestry^ 
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The aforesaid charter ivas granted to the EngKsh 
burgesses of the town. Until this time, the lord's 
Welsh tenants of the hundred were accustomed by 
their tenure, to keep watch and ward at the four 
town gates, for three days and three nights, during 
the fairs of St. Andrew and St. Oswald, with a stated 
number of men called Keys* These proved un- 
faithful ; for, in conjunction with others, they plun- 
dered and ravaged the town. The severe laws passed 
by the English parliament, at this period, rendered 
the Welsh incapable of holding any places of trust 
within the marches. In consequence thereof, and the 
trusti/ conduct of the keys, the tenants were com- 
pelled to allow- waged for as many Englishmen as 
the burgesses deemed necessary, for the custody of 
the said gates; and the Welshmen were discharged 
from that office. The vassals of the earls of Arundel la 
these parts were of a mixed nature; either descen- 
dants of the followers of their Norman ancestor, Alan, 
or of the native Welsh, who were most numerous, 
and had natural aversion to their co-tenants of foreign 
extraction. The Welsh part, which lay in the upper 
part of the parish, was called Wakheriay or Webhrt/. 

. At the «tme time with the charter, earl Thomas 
released to the corpomtion .all claim to, or on ac- 
count of, one hundred pounds left by Richard, the 
preceding earl of Arundel; as the town had suffered 
severely and been much impoverished by the Welsh 
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Mrars. He likeTpvise procured pardon from Henry IV. 
for such of his vassals in this manor. Chirk, and 
Bromfield, as had taken part in those insurrections. 

1409. Owain Glyndwr began to make head again. 
He made great devastations on the marches, and in 
those parts of Wales that Were well affected to the 
JEnglish government. The estates of lord Fowis suf- 
fered greatly. Henry, therefore, directed a ivrit to 
that nobleman^ to raise his forces, and suppress, in 
the most vigorous manner, this new disturbance. He 
was at the same time desired not to quit the country, 
but to keep his castles garrisoned, and not to permit 
any of his estates to be deserted. Similar orders were 
issued to Thomas, earl of Arundel ; Reginald, lord 
Grey ; &c. This activity proved fatal to Rhys Ddu 
and Philip Scudamore, two of Owain's best officers, 
whom he bad sent into Shropshire, where tbey com-* 
mitted great excesses. They were both made prisoners, 
sent to London, and executed. Towards the close of 
the year, several of the officers of the lords marchers, 
either through dislike to the war, or for the sake of 
preserving their country from the fury of the Welsh, 
of their own authority formed a truce with Glynd_wr 
and bis parthsans. This or^ly served to enable them 
to make their irtroads on- other parts with more se- 
curity. Many of the loyal borderers were slain, and 
others plundered, in consequence o£ these agreements. 
Henry was highly irritatedj and immediately issued 
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Vftiis from Northampton to Thomas, earl of Arundel; 
sir Richard L'Estrange, lord of Knockyn, EUeamere, 
aqd other bordering manors ; Edward Charlton, lofd 
Powis ; and Reginald, lord Grey, of Ruthin ; and 
to the deputy lieutenant of Herefordshire, directing 
them to cause such illegal compacts to be rescinded, 
and Glyndwr and his adherents to be pursued, and 
attacked wtih the utmost vigour. ^ From this period, 
Owain never made any attempts worthy of historic 
notice* Numbers of his followers deserted ; which 
obliged him to confine himself within that extensive 
tract that forms the Alps of Wales, and act entirely 
upon the defensive. He kept his prisoners so securely 
confined, that even Henry in 1413, was under the 
necessity of entering into a treaty with him about 
the redemption of some prisoners. The prison where 
Owain confined his captives, was not far from his 
house, in the parish of Llansantfraid Glyndwrdwy; 
and the place is to this day called Carchardy Owen 
Glyndwrdwy. Glandwr maintained his situation, for 
in 1415, his afikirs bore so respectable an appearance, 
that Henry V. condescended is^ enter into a treaty 
with him ; and for that purpose deputed sir Gilbert 
Talbot, with fall powers to negociate with Owain, 
and even to offisr him and his followers a free par» 
don, in case they should request it. It is said, that 
this gmce was obtained by the mediation of David 
Holbetch, steward of the manors of Oswestry, Brom* 
field, and Yale, and founder of the free-school ia 
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thb town. The event of this affiitr does not appear. 
It was probably interrupted by the death of Owain, 
vrhieik happened on the 20th of September^ in the 
same jear. 

1414. The lords PowiS) Loyell, &c. provided a 
ship, and each of them, twenty men-at-arms^, and 
forty archers, for the expedition of Henry Y. against 
France. 

1471. Welsh cloths and cottons were heretofore 
brought to Oswestry, as the common market« and 
there bought principally by the Shrewsbury drapers* 
The Welsh wished to draw the trade more ifito their 
own country, but the English purchaser could not 
be persuaded to follow them on account of the un- 
settled state of the principality. In the corporation 
records at Shrewsbury, relating to the drapers, is the 
following order: <<S5th Elizabeth, 1583. Ordered 
that no draper set out for Oswestry market on Mon- 
days before 6 o'clock, on forfeiture of 6s, 8d. and 
that they should wear their weapons all the way, and 
go in company. — Not to go over the Welsh-bridge 
before the bell toll 6.t" This precaution appeared 



* Meo-at-arois, as they were tenned in these days, were soldiers 
carrying laDces; other soldiers bad battle-aies, bi11s» spears, cross- 
bows, and bows and arrows; the archers bad their bodies well de- 
fended by armour, especially the horsemen, who carried lances, and 
their horses also were in armour, 

i W. Jones, esq. left to the company £t,Q$iSd, to be paid yoarly 
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necessary, in consequence of the frequent robberies 
in the marches. The plague raging in Oswestry, lb 
1585, ^^ a market was kept at Knocking, (about ten 
miles from Shrewsbury) and a halfpenny paid by the 
drapers for every piece of cloth benight." \V^hea 
that calamity ended, the drapers resorted to Oswestry, 
as usual. The ^^ covetous and ambitious company of 
drapers'' frequently disagreeing with the inhabitants, 
and perhaps wishing to dispense with their Mondays' 
travel to our town, resolved to remove the mart to 
Shrewsbury* But, through the interference of the 
earl of SuflPolk, in the reign of James I. their reso- 
lution was ineffectnal. The lordship of Oswestry was 
at this time possessed by that nobleman; and who^ 
jealous of his interests, obliged the Shrewsbury dra« 
pers to relinquish the attempt to establish the trade 
in their own town. In 1618, the earl being dismissed 
from his high offices under the crown, and heavily 
fined, his influence probably decreased; for we find 
that the drapers in 'H63I, Agreed to buy no more 
cloth in Oswestry." The MS. of John Davies, esq. 



to the vicar of St. Alkmund, for reading prayers on Monday morningSy 
before tbe drapers 6et out for Osw^estry market. In 1609, ** it was 
agreed of good wiU to give the minister of St. Alkmuod's 80s. for his 
pains in saying morning prayers in St. Alkmond's church, and 6s, 8d^ 
to the clerk fbr lights.'* And in «^ 1614, Ordered 6i. Sd to tbe clerk 
for ringing tbe morning bell to prayers on Monday mornings at 6^ 
o'clock.*'— i)ra|Mr<* records. Admirable proofs of the piety of uujr 
fvefiitherft ! What a contrast in our own time. 
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recorder, observes that ^^ Oswestry flourished and was 
happy indeed by reason of the market of Welsh cot^- 
tons. sBlftOO in ready money was left in the town 
every week: oometiines far ipore. But now (1633> 
since the staple of doth is removed to Shrewsbury, 
the town is much decayed an4 impoverished| Shrews- 
bury having now isgrossed the said market : whether 
better I cani^ot say ; but I say, 

<< Mantuoy vae! miserce mmum vicina Cremonoi*.^* 

The amount of webs annually brought to Shrews- 
bury, according to Mr. Pennant, was about 700,000 
yards ; but this is &r short of the total quantity made 
in North Wales. The Welsh manu&cturers still 
'^coveting to draw the trade more into their own 
country," have of late years fixed it at Welshpool, 
to where the purchasers repair once a fortnight. 

The stewards, constable, and lieujtenant of Oswestry 
and Powis, entered into agreements in the year 1534, 
to restrain the depredations of the Welsh and English, 
who deemed everything lawful plunder which they 
could seize from each other. For this reason, houses 
were frequently moated round, and stakes or fences 
set around the edge of the moat to make it more 
secure; within which the people every night drove 
their cattle, for safety. The particulars of the above 

• Shrewsbury, alas ! was too near poor Oswestry, 
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agreements were, That if any person of cither lord- 
ship, after the day then named, should commit an 
offence in the other, he s^iould be given over to the 
lordship where it was committed, to undergo punish- 
ment: and that if cattle or goods were feloniously 
taken put of one lordship into the other, the tenants, 
&c* of that lordship should make compensation for 
the same within fifteen days ; or else four sufficient 
men should be bound for their recovery or payment. 
In a statute, of so late a penod as 1536, it is declared, 
^^that the people of Wales, and the marches of the 
same, for long time past, have continued to commit 
divers thefts, murders, rebellions, burning of. houses, 
and other heinous misdemeanors, which seem deeply 
rooted in this people, as not likely to cease unless 
by severe correction and punishment." In consequence 
of the difficulty of putting an end to these outrages 
by less* powerful or beneficial means, an act was passed 
in the following year, by which the principality of 
Wales was declared to be theaeeforth ^' incorporated, 
united, and annexed to the realm of England :" that 
all the natives should enjoy the rights and privileges 
of Englishmen* &c. Oswestry and Whittington, with 
their members, were annexed to the county of Salop^ 
by this act. 

** WhUe quarrels rage did oourUh ruioest wrack^ 
And Owen GtyDdore set Moodie broyltes abroach f 

Full many a towne was spoyl'd and put to sack. 
And cleane coosum'd, to country's foule reproacb. 
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Great castles raisM, fayre buildiDgs burnt to dusty 
Such revel reignM that men did li?e by lust : 
But s'lDce they came and yielded to the la we, 
Most meeke as lambe, within one yoke they drawe.^^ 

lu 154S, there was a fire in this town that caused 
Mr. Camden to make astrological remarks; which 
we* shall take from him^ though astrology is not 
in so high repute now as it was in his time. Two 
long streets, with great riches, were consumed. It is 
observable, says he, that the eclipses of the Sun ia 
Aries have been very fatal to this place ; for in the 
years 1542t and 1567, when the Sun was eclipsed 
in that sign, it suffered very much by fire: but 
after the last eclipse of the two, a fire laged here so 
furiously, that about two hundred houses in the town 
and suburbs were destroyed; ^'th&t is, seven score 
within the walls and three score without* Which 
fire began at two o'clock in the morning and ended 
at four, to the great marvelling of many, that so 
great a spoil happened in so short a time/' The 
houses were principally built of timber and slated. 
Dr. Childrey, who wrote of astrology, in his remarks 
on this occasipn, says, Camden observed not all; 
for that which is most remarkable, is that those two 
eclipses happened within two degrees one of another; 
so that, it may be, the ascendant of Oswestiy is about 

■■ III —^1— I I I I I II ■■■ .1 I I I I I I I iwmmmmmtm 

* Universal Mag. Not. 1757. 
f Two years after, there was a greater fire than the precedingb 
** In 1743, the town also suffered by fire." Reo. W* Bobait^i MS. 
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the S7th degree of Aries ; and^ perhaps, the reason 
why the eclipse of the Sun in Aries, March 29th^ 
1552, had no influence upon Oswestry, was, because 
it happened in the 19th d^ree of Aries, eight de« 
grees from its ascendant. This, adds the doctor, is 
farther observable, and it looks as if there was some- 
thing in it; that in 1567, when Oswestry was bornC, 
Milden-faall, in Suffolk, vtBis burnt too ; and . that^ 
though the eclipse in Aries, 1559,, had nothing to do 
with them, (perhaps for the r6aton given* above) yet, 
within the time that astrologers limit the effect of 
eclipses, two towns in the reiy same shires, Bungay, 
in Suffolk, and Drayton, in Shropshire, were both 
burnt. As ithese learned gentlemen wrote these things 
gravely and in earnest, and their opinions, th<High 
unfounded, may still • be deemed curious, - we would 
not omit what is so nearly relative to our subject* 
As the register c£ burials, marriages, &c. for part of 
the year 1567, is ^^ dyiMfmshed and lost," probably 
the church, or at least the place where the register 
was dqxKited, did not escape the flames. This is 
the more probable, as the extremity of the suburb iii 
which that edifice is situated, is now denominated 
Pentrepoeth, which signifies, the burnt end of the 
town*. 

m 

* If this vias not the case, the suburb may have taken its name from 
having been frequently set on fire in the skinnishes between the Welsh 
and English. 

K 
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^ Tbe Plague yisUed Oswestry, in April, 1559, and 
oontniiied tbrougbout the principal part of (be year. 
Ouriog; Tvbioh. timey npiivardg of five bundled people 
irere swept away;.; Tbe disease Qommedced with a 
violent jier^ir^tioq,. (fr<W ifbich it was termed the 
meffUng .siokms^i.) wbicb l^ted till either the death 
or recovery ^oft^Q afflicted* .It seldom continued above 
twentyHEiuir hours ) . those . persons who .trem. seized 
in (h^'J^yi .w^je:p9i.t0 beA m their elotbbs to. wait 
^ is^iie;. «n4 th^ser^ho were smaed. ip tbenigbt, 
-wiewt desixo) to stay: in .bed,: but not to sleep* This 
fCBsiarkable .<Mid •dre^dfu} malady, which laged for 
inai^ ye^MTs jn the liiitigdotn, lis said to have ori;$ifiated 
among tbe* levies misedf irfiroM by Hwry VIL, from 
boipMaU aad gaols; Bnd.wbo^ regardless of health or 
pkaoUoess, were thronged,oa bcMird the trahafKMrts^-^ 
About Jial&aHnile fvam thiet9w«:| on the. Welshpool 
i:oad, is Croeszs^hm^^ A^ Ihis place is tbe base of 
an oM cfoss, said to have been erected when the 
pl^ue was in tbe town ; and during that tinie the 
market is said to have been bdd at this cross, kst 



, * Probably Us original oame was Croes-»^£tu7^ that is thewaUi^ 
or vouping cross. On days of solemnity^ processions of the clergy, 
attended by the bailifis and incorporated companies were ased to 
proeeed from ^ne-ef-ihe cburohc fcio ibe b%b cr^sSy and from tbence 
to the crosses in the suburbs, at which prayers were offered up, espe- 
cially on the feast of Corpus Christi. Here all joined inbaaaUing their 
sins, and chaunting petitions for an abundant harvest* HUU SlvoMh, 
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Hie couRtr J people by coining into the town, should 
be infected; or because of their fsars if they did so* 
]^xtract3 from the ^^Acompt of Richard ap Liey, 
Muring^r of the towne of Oswestr, for and from the 
XYJ day of September, in the Snd yere of our so?- 
raynge ladye Ellizabeth :" 

The sayde accomUiini doth asc a]J«waa|ice for djyprti paymenti* 
costs aod «harg<K, wth provyttioiii by hyia madie^ i^oTyded, and 
donoe, to and for ihe lue of (thetovaeaad lybei1jr(e»«.w|thU flip 
tyme of this accoiiipte» as her^fter particularlyeitdotlpe apeer : that 
If to say^, fyrst« the sayde accomtMUit d«the ^tpc allowfioiio^ for . 
. Mr. Baylyv^s* • • iiy4 

Sergeaaats* fees » • Jflt. 

. MuriDger's fees . • . zj^, 

Kee^lnge of the docke- • - zi\js»iiijdL < 
AUso the sayde accomtaale doth aac alo waunce ibr rest bayted to the 

. Towlers (toU-takers) for one qr. in coatidradon itf the PJLAGE : 

«. dl 
Fyrst to the executors of John Vyghaa - • zx ••• 

Allso, &c. rent bayted to Thomas ap Re. for Wolyws-gate -^ zz «... 

Allso, &c. to David Glover the elder, for Newe-gate • ziij ify 

AIlso, ^c. to Wyling Uoyd, for Betresce-gate • z ... 

Allso, &c. to David ap David, for Blak-gate .* iiy ij 

Allso, See. rent of Croflft-pystll, in the hande of Re. ap Mr* 

dytb, dyssessed • • ' • • ij ••• 

AUso, &c. money payde for wry tinge of a suplycacion to 

my lord of Arnndell - - - - ••• zy 

Allso, &c, for Lewys Taller, ftnd Gattyn Farbnr, beinge 

nnpayde for settinge of stales, by reason of the Plage - *. ziiij 
Allso, &c. for Re. iJbwther, for one qr. Iieinge apsent from 

thetowne - • • • • ... zx 

I'oiifierf. Allso, &c. for a qr. rent onto tanners beinge 
apsent ia tyme of the plage; and fyrste^ 
ThoiDBs'Baker <t other liioUar Iteotf) - ,.ziiu 

H 2 
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Shvart^, Itm* TbefliiydeaacoiDptauiitd«(t]iea6calowaiioce a, d^ 
for. tkem, that are dcade or fled>. and theni thai 
are in deoiye; ; and fy rst» Thomas ap John Wy- 
Ifng, being a pooreman (5 others flfcd. Sic,} •• zij 
JBn^gn^ lap. the saydto acoomtant, ftc^ Lewysi bncher, 

thai U deade (l,for the like, and 7 fled) 
Cbmsen. Edward Gorg, fled (2 otheni fled) 
Matkcn, David ap sr. Re. saythe that he dotbe not occnpey 
hts backbowes, and prayth alowance 
David Bobyth bathe ben longe lecke, andasc alo. 
SMtden, JFonet Trch. Darid ap Mor^i asc alowance for a. 
. qr. Rent. (1' other) - - - 

jiOg iden, Edward -Lloyd^ praytke alowance for a <qr. 
Da¥id Glover the elder/ln lycke manner 
Richard Saltec was longe sycke, and praythe 

alowance - - ^ - •xiiij 

Tboaias Glover praythe alowaunte for half a 
yere ; aledgioge, that be sold no alle for that 
space (Mothers) -. ^ 
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Payments for the provlsipn of the genrall Feast nnto the Coo-lrarg< 
ses according to the aonsient costom, bolden the vth day of Desem-. 
ber, in the thryde yere of the raynge of our govraynge ladye ElU- 
sabethy by the grace of God qnene of England, &c. at the making 
of thisaccompt: 

V^efe. S'yrste, the saide-accomptaunt bathe payde for lis 

stryckes and a hoqpe of whe.tte for brede and for «• d^ 

peys - ^ . • • - :y^ ... 

MmdU. Allio payd;e for iii strycke of manlU - ' - zl). ••• 

Bo0cken» Allso payde for i^qr, aad ii rybes of by if. -« - vj vHi 

Allso payde for mytton for to make peys for. this 

feast - - - - - - U. ^ 

•«..M«M«f..» • for igiS. ressyns - ••• zU 

••••««••#••» •# ••••«! pep, -. - - ••# ^41 
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OfmOf ^c. All«o payde for doveS|.masses« uid saffrene « ... vj 

Allsepa^deforsynamooaodsagr. - - ••• ly 

Itqi. pd. for butlr. spent at this feast - ^ ... tSj 

C%es0. Allso payde for chesses - • - - ij ix 

iVyftefy^cAHso pd. ibrappellsandnyttes • • - ... z^ 

8mdU» AMio payde for a hoops of&alk for the byffi -^ ••• x 

H^ Aooompt MMtt made be/art usy. the Parsons under^-nanntd^ thm 
9Mffe of this stdds Tatmsy John Stannet^ 

Xhqmm EriKBrn 

That dreadful scourge, the Plague, again appeared 
in Oswestry ; which is thus recorded in the parish 
register: ^This yere, the XTiijth daie of Marcb^ 
1585, the plague began in this towne, and contjpnued 
until!' the xxth of July ; whereof died three score and 
four persons, and no more.'* The flannel market wai 
held at Knocking until that calamity abated. 

The following article is also, inserted in that, book : 
*^This yerc, and. the two yeeifs that went before, 
eorne was at a greater price, and speciallie this last 
somer, for in July last past, 1597, Oswestree bushelL 
of wheate was solde there for twentie and three shill« 
idge; Rie at neititeene shillihge, and^ above; barlie 
at sixteene shitlinge, and otes at tenne sfaiHinge. — 
And had yt not ben for Dansk rie and beanes, i\m 
lealme, this yere, had hyn like to.endure greate scar-^ 
dtie for victualL*" ' • 



-af- 



* Wheat At 8Ss. was a price equal ta afill. lOf* now^ Rye-at 19». tf^r 
i6P« 10f#; barl<;y at 16mo £%i luid oats t^t lOr. taj^6*.of oar iDoms|i^ 
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In the 4tiid of (beragn of Eiinabetfa, sir Edward 
Coke, ' the queen's attorney-general, acknowledges all 
the liberties and franchises of Oswestry, &c. by aa 
^order ihat all farther prpceediiigs on the p^rt of the 
queen, upon a writ of Qvo WmrratUo agwist the bai» 
li£ aad burgesses of Qswestiy, shoukl whoUy cease. 

1603. The bailiflb, burgesses, &c. resolve to maintain 
ihcir rights and privileges granted by Richard J I. 
xvhich were cxMifirmed by their ^^ late sovereigne of 
famous memorye^ queene Elizabeth;"' acknpufledge^ 
also, their obedience to the right hon. the earl of 
Suffolk* lord and owner of the town and manor; 
.&c. &c. Signed by 172 knights, esquires, gentlem^o^ 
and burgesses. Prevbus to this respectable meetings 
certain complaints had been made to the lord presi- 
dent of the Marches, against the earl of Suffolk's 
steward. On this account, the earl writes 

*^ To his good freindsj the Burgesses and TowneS' 
men of his Towne qnd Manor of Oswester:'** 

I MJVB of Me TGceaved a Letter from my 
hon^^. good. LordSf freind, the Z/. President of 
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TJie lower ordefrg chiflfly subsisted, in scarce scmok, 4M hoiie-lMCflJ, 
which was a composition of beans, oats and'bian. Blady poor persost 
died for want. It is lilcely there was rioting on account of the higli 
price of provision : ** David ap Rynaldeap John Lewis slaine the 
«eiiithiUy [ofOctober, U97]byTlioB«Price»ooeoftfaMivcftirt8- 
sUoaee of the towne of Otowettnccu" P» S^^ 
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W^s^ Wf^ dcclqired wHo. mee^ a great deHrt in At> 
ZjPM ta gke some $eUisf acton to j/qu ufpon a Pelieot^ 
ghen him from yo^ Tomnt^ as excepiinge agaimt 
tho. Course v^^ Mr. Lbyd, my Officer^ heaUe mik 
you* HozDe yfku must tmowej thai 1 ioe^ Sf' will. 
avowe him in such things as he^ in ki$ (Sscreation^ 
shall Jind to beeproffitable for me; w^^ perchaunccj 
may bee displeasinge to you^ but kerin you may 
Jurther wrongs ypr sepaes then you are aware off; 
for yf you ^a^ denie to yeflld mee thoes Bights 
Sr Proffits that are due ufUo iwne, as Lord of the 
Manor ^ you must then knovoe^ that J doe looke for 
at Mr^ Lloyds hands such a resistance of yo^ wills 
as I may not bee prejudized therby : Sf 1 knowe his 
understandinge Sf discreaiion is such, as he would 
not drawe mee into friofdous Sf needles queHiens."^ 
Therfore J must tell you^ that yf you have refund 
th ed^eties wh^ beloHge uftto mee^ that 1 will execute 
rny reme4i^ as the I^awes of the Land will alowe 
mee* Butp because J wolde not be thought rigorous^ 
^ that yt may appeare that my L: President hath 
the powre of an honorable 4" l^i^d ffreind in mee^ 
1 am contented that yf you doe sende upp to the 
Teartne at Winchester, such as shall have powre to 
followe the Cawse in the behaulfe of you all^ that 
then the questions w^^ are risen between the Steward 
Sf you shall, yfyt may be, have an end, by Coun^ 
eeB chosen of each syde / w^ Course ^hall please mee 
Wellf but yfyt happen otherwise, the fault shall not 
be mynCf for 1 desire not contencons; but then^ of 
necessety^ ZjOWc must determyn them, Jn the meane 
tyme^ I charge ypu all to carry yo^ selves re^pec* 
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Uvdy and duMfuUtf to my Officers ; for you muse 
home to obey^ yf you tmll desire to bee obeyed/ 
w^ youy beinge a Corporate Towne, should princU' 
pally desire* And soe 1 leave you for this tyme^ 
untiU 1 heare further from you. From the Court 
at WyUony this 25th of O^ober, 1603. 

Yo^ Lovinge frdnd Sf Lord^ 



(A facsimile.) 




14ih James I. 1616. ^^ Diven doubts and ambi- 
guities having arisen conoerning the ancient liberties^ 
franchesies, &c. of the towne and borough of Os* 
nvaldstree," the king grants a Charter to the town^ 
extending their liberties and privileges, and confirm- 
ing them a body corporate, by the name of Thb 
Bayliff and Burgesses of Oswestry^ in the 

COUNTIE OF SaLOFB. 

In the troubles of Charles I. the county of Salop 
was strongly attached to the cause of that unfortu* 
Date monarch. The gentlemen of the county, on the 
8th of August, 1642, signed a declaration in his 
fiivour ; and Ihe corporation of Shrewsbury resolved 
in common council, ^^If his majesty came to that 
place, the town should make him the best entertain- 
ment the troublesome times could afford:" which 
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affectionate reception he experienced on his arrival 
there September SOth. Oswestry was garritoned for 
the king in the beginning of the civil wars. It w^ 
rendered by its walls a place of considerable stren^fa^ 
and fearful lest the enemy should annoy the place 
from the tower steeple, the governor pulled it down 
to the body of the church, part of which structure 
was likewise demolished*. After several uni^ccessful 
attempts to obtain possession df the town by the par- 
liament forces, it was at length on the dShd of June, 
1644, besi^ed by the earl of Denbigh and geneml 
My tlon, with a detachment from the main body of the 
the army which then ky at Dmyton. This force 
consisted of only two troops of horse and two hun- 
dred foot soldiers. The attack was so furious, that 
in the short space (^an hour, and with the loss of only 
one man killed and three wounded, a breach was 
eflfected in the wall, by which the infantry entered. 
The cannon then played smartly against the New- 
gate, which was soon destroyed, when a bold youth 
named George Cranage, went with his hatchet, and 
let down the chains of the drawbridge, over which 



Jtm 



* '* Besides the churchyard there are joyned to it two little platts 
of ground belonging to the yicar, with a pool 1>etween them. On the 
one of those two platts of ground formerly stood a vicarage-house, 
which was burnt and demolished to the ground in the late wars ; vidt. 
in the year of our Lord 10449 ^* thereabouts, when the church was 
pulled down and many buildings burnt, upon the account of a siege 
laid to the same town, being then a garrison," Ttnier^ 1095. 

I 
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the horsjemen passed immediately. The royalists re- 
tired into the castle, and the inhabitants, in conster- 
nation, fled there for shelter. Thither they were soon 
followed. Cranage was persuaded by some of the 
parliament officers to fasten a petard* to the castle 
gate. Being enlivened with wine, he undertook the 
dangerous enterprise. With the petard hidden, he 
crept unperceived from one house to another, until 
he got to that next the castle, from which he spnmg 
to the gate: he fixed his engine, set fire to it, and 
escaped unhurt. This, by the force of its explosion, 
burst open the castle gate, when the garrison finding 
it was useless to make further resistance, surrendered 
on assurance of quarter. The deputy governor, four 
captains, and about three hundred men, were made 
prisonersf • The king's party received a great check 
on the taking of Oswestry. However, only a week 
after that event, the royalists, consbting of about 



* A hollovr engine made of copper and bras9, in the shape of a high- 
crowned hat, charged with fine powder, and fixed to a thick planic 
called the madrUr^ in order to break down gates, barricades, draw- 
bridges, &c. The petard being lighted with a match, burns a sufficient 
time before the explosion, to ^llow the soldier to escape. 

+ As the assurance of quarter was strict! j observed^ it is evident 
that there were no Irishmen in the garrison of Oswestry, for Oliver's 
parliament bad made an ordinance that every one of that nation found 
in the king's army, should be hanged. JiYhen the town of Conway was 
taken, Mytton caused all the Irish that were found there, to be tied 
back to back, and flung into the river ! 
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three thonsand foot, and fifteen hundred horse, un* 
der the command of colonel Marrow, attempted to 
retake the town. Intimatioa of their approach was 
immediately sent to sir^ Thomas Middleton, then at 
Knutsford, in Cheshire, who hastened to the assistance 
of the garrison ; attacked the king's troops, and com<» 
pletely routed them ; took two hundred common men^ 
seven carriages, and one hundred horse. In conse* 
quenoe of severe losses in other parts, . the cause of 
royalty drooped, and soon after its partisans were 
effectually dispersed. 

General Thomas Mytton was bom in the year I6O89 
at Halston, the ancient seat of the Myttons. In 1629y 

he married a daughter of sir Napier, Bart, of 

Luton. He was returned for the borough of Shrews* 
buiy; and in 1645, was chosen sheriff by the parlia- 
men, while sir Francis Ottley, of Ottlcy. knt. held 
the same office from the king. Mytton,, in that ca* 
pacity, appointed a court to be held in Oswestry^ 
August the 27th, 1646, for the purpose of electing 
a representative for the county, in the room of sir 
Richard Lea, of Lea-hall, Bart, who had been dis-^ 
placed. However, in the earty part of the morning 
of that day, having only a few persons accompany* 
ing him, he secretly adjourned the meeting to Alber-^ 
bury, at which place, he returned his relative, Mr. 
H. Edwards. Nearly a thonsand freeholders assembled 
.at Oswestry ou this occasion,, for the- purpose of giving 

i2 
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UhAt fittffirfgoa in behalf of Andrew Llojd, of Aston ^ 
^. ; 9. great number of wbom, petitioned parliament 
ifk his fiiyourj in con^uence of the secret pro- 
Qcedingi qS Afytton. As a soldier, Mjrtton was able, 
activfi, a^d suocessful on the part of the parliament* 
d^riog the civil wars in the reign of Charlas I. B^y 
^ia voiiiiwtf prowess, most of tbe strong holds iq 
Npitb MVvales^ aad part of Shropshire, weie subdued^ 
iw4 b# gr^(ly. distinguished himself in several bat- 
tle The gQoeral had th« honour of taking Harlech 
castle, being the. last fortress which held out for the 
king. Love of Liberty, it appears, was the motive 
which actuated general Mytton in his conduct, and 
not ambition ; but finding that CromweU's views were 
different from his own — which were merely to curb the 
arbitrary designs of Charles-— he resigned his com- 
mand and retired* He died in London in 1656, 
and his remains were conveyed to Shrewsbury, and 
ibterred in St. Chad's church. 

Sir Thomas Middleton of Chirk castle, was related 
to MyttOu, by mcirrii^, and ably supported the 
cause of that distiaguished genemU The repairs of 
one of the wings of hb castle iu Cromwell's time, 
cost ne^Iy j$SS,(XX). Towards the close of his life, 
he found that he had established a more intolerable 
tynmny than that which he had h^d fiwrmerly op- 
posed, la I65t9f upoa the riawig of the rcgralists in 
CbjB^hire, under sif George Biotb, sus ThQm«s^ thea 
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eighty years oKl, took up arms to restore the ancient 
constittitioiu Hv proclaimed Charles II. in Wrexham^ 
Mrhich greatly encouraged the friends of the hing in 
Denbighshire and Shropshire. Hontever, sir George 
i¥as defeated by the vigilatit Lambert; and «r Thomas 
oUiged te lake refuge within his castie^ where, after 
two or three days shew of defence, he was compelled 
to yidd to such terms as the conqueror was pleased 
to dictate. When this fortress was besi^d> by the 
parliament forces, one side, with three of its towers 
were thrown down by the enemy's cannon* These 
were rebuilt in twelve months, bat at the enonnous 
expense of j£80,000« In the church at Chirk there 
are several monuments in memory of the Middl^onsr 
the best is a bust of the aforesaid sir Thomas Mid* 
dleton, armed, with a peaked beaid, and long hair: 
By it, is another oi his lady, a Napier of Luton; 

An abridgment of the CHABTEB^giranted by big 

majesty CHARLES IL the 13th day January, 1673, 

to the ancient boiroiigh and corporation of Oswestryi 

alias Oswaldstrey^ in the CQUPty of Salop : Tbat they 

^be encorporated by the name of Tub Mayor, Aij*r 

BEBMaN, CoMMON-CQUNCIl^-MBN) AKD BuBGESSflS 

- • 

OF Oswbstry; c^ad that tbay ace^empowered to pur-* 
chas^ landa to them and thoir. heirs, fiir ever^ and to 
give i»id bequeath or otherwise dispose of thcsamt: 
That the said corporation nu^- bftye- oae common 
seal for. difipotcJtuDg of all bu$iie8s^ conoi^atiflg the 
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said borough; and to change and make new their 
same seal, as often as they shall think convenient: 
That there be Twelve Aldermen and Fifteen Com- 
mon-council-men ; whereof one of the said aldermen 
is to be Steward : and that whoever is chosen steward, 
must come in as an alderman. And that there shall 
be chosen a discreet person for Recorder, well learned 
in the law : That the said borough may have one 
house of meeting, to be called the Guild-hall of the 
said town ; and that the mayor, aldermen, common- 
council-men, steward, and recorder may 'meet there, 
or in any other convenient place within the said 
borough, for making, establishing, &c* any laws, 
orders, &c. for the better government of the said 
corporation; and to declare in what manner the said 
mayor, &c. may manage themselves in the negociation 
of the said borough : and that the said mayor, alder- 
men, &c. or the greatest part of them may imprison 
the bodies or Impose Fines, or otherwise, upon all 
such as shall offend against the said laws, &c. and 
that the one moiety of the said fines to be levied 
for the use of the said mayor, aldermen, &c.; and 
the other moiety to the use of the lord of the manor : 
provided, such laws, &c. be not repugnant to tbe 
laws of the land, or contrihy thereto, or prejudicial 
to the lord of the manor : That Richard Pope, First 
Mayor, continue in his mayoralty from the day of 
the date hereof, until the next Friday after the feast 
of St* Michael, the Archangel^ 1674, and until another 
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be sworn in his stead. Sir John Trevor, knt. ; Morgan 
Wynne, esquire; Edward Owen, Richard £dwards, 
Richard Llojd, the aforesaid Richard Pope, gentle- 
men ; Gabriel Edwards, woollen-draper ; Hugh Price, 
woollen-draper ; John Jones, mercer ; Richard Jones, 
John Blodwell, gentlemen ; and John Lloyd, mercer, 
to be the First Aldermen ; and to continue in their 
office during life, unless for just cause any of them' 
shall be removed by the mayor, aldermen, common- 
council-men, &c. or the greatest part of them. — 
Richard Price, brewer; Richard Jones, mercer ; John 
Glover, tanner; Richard Jones, glover; Edwd.^Evans, 
apothecary ; John Jones, glover ; John Muckleston, 
shoemaker; Thomas Edwards, gentleman; Thomas' 
Edwards, baker; Nathaniel Jones, brewer; Hugh Ed- 
wards, shoemaker; Timothy George, mercer; Thomas 
Yaughan, chandler; William Price, butcher; and 
Thomas Felton, Brasier, to be the First Common- 
council-men ; and to continue in office during life, 
unless'removed as aforesaid. The mayor, &c. to meet 
on the next Friday ailer Michaelmas, yearly, and to 
choose at that time, out of the common-council-men, 
a New Mayor; and to swear him in then, if pre- 
sent, or within twenty-one days next after such elec- 
tion, before the old mayor, or (in his absence) before 
two or more of the aldermen of the said borough. 
F If the inayor happen to die, or be removed out of 
his place for not well demeaning himself, or fur any 
other just cause^ before the expiration of the. said 
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year, that tiien and in such case, the akteniie&i com- 
mon coundl-meni &;c. or the major part of them^ 
shall elect and clioose another m^yor for the execating* 
the said office of majoialtj during the remainder 
only of the said year* And upon the deoease of any 
aldermen or conuaon-counciUmen, to choose others 
to make up the number ; administering to them their 
oaths for the ezecutiiig of their places : and that they 
shall be sworn in the presence of the mayor, or (in 
case of his absence) of the aldermen, common«coan« 
cil^men, or the major part of them. In case the 
mayor be sick or absent, that the mayor may con- 
stitute and appoint one of the aldermen to be his 
deputy; and that being duly sworn, he may officiate 
the place of mayoralty during such sickness or ab- 
sence, as fully and effectually in every respect as 
the said mayor might or could have done person- 
ally. When Morgan Wynne, the present Recorder, 
dies, or should happen to be dismissed, that the 
mayor, aldermen, &c. choose another, able and ex- 
perienced in the law, within one monUi after such 
decease or dismission. The mayor, coroner, steward,' 
and recorder, during the time and term of holding 
their places, shall be Justices of the Peace, &c. i and 
that each and every of them are Clerks of the Market^ 
to settle weights and measures, and all olher laws and 
ordinances incident thereto; and to officiate the same 
as fully and effectually as any other of bb Majesty's 
justices ot the peace might or coald do. Sir Jolm 
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Trevor, knight; Robert Owen, and Edward Kinastoo^ 
esquires, or any one of them, to swear the first mayor; 
and that the mayor being sworn, he is to swear the 
coroner, steward, recorder, &;c. That the mayor, 
steward, and recorder, or any two of them (whereof 
the mayor to be one) may keep a Quarter Sessions 
for all offences, as fully and effectually as the justices 
of the said county of Salop may do; and that any 
one of them may commit to the common gaol of the 
said county any person accused of treason, murder^ 
man-slaughter, or felony whatsoever : . and that the 
justices of the said county have no power to inter- 
meddle with the said borough upon any cause what- 
soever. That the mayor (for the time being) shall 
choose any inhabitants of the borough. Constables; 
and to swear them in accordingly; The mayor to 
choose Two Sergeants, to attend upon him or his 
deputy, when required ; and to continue for one year 
(if they well demean themselves) : and that the said 
sergeants shall carry two maces with his Majesty's 
and successors' arms, and the arms of the lord of the 
manor thereon, in their hands or upon their shoulders, 
bare-headed, before the mayor, when required: and 
that the said sergeants shall be sworn by the mayor, 
for the due executing. of all precepts, warrants, &c* 
The last mayor to be Coroner, who shall have as 
full power to officiate . as any other coroner ia any of 
his Majesty's counties hath, or may have; and not 
to execute his power before he sworn befoie the mayor 

& 
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or bis deputy : and upon (be deafh of any coroner, 
the mayor, aldermen, Ssc to choose another • A 
Cdurt of Record to be kept every Friday, at the 
giiMd-4iaH, befdre the mayor or hb deputy; and to 
try all actbns and ^caoses whatsoever, as folly as the 
twilifi and inirgesses formerly did, or as folly as any 
4XiKporation in l^ts Majesty's kingdom do, or did for- 
uerfy : and that the mayor, &c. shall have to their 
use the one moiety of Yhe issues, amerciameiits, &c. ; 
fltnd the other knoiety thereof, to the use of the lord 
0f tl» tnanor. Jcim Morral to be Common CMerk 
of the BoroDgh, and Olerk of the CouM ; and may 
have a deputy, to be appoititiBd by the steward: 
that the cotnmon detk to *be tiominat^ by the lord 
of the manor, and to be sWorn, as Well as all other 
offioeis, 1>y the mayor: Aat if he shaH not reside 
in the saul borough then he shall employ in hb ab- 
sence, a honest Mid able attorney of the said conit, 
to he approved of by the siteward : and the said 
attorney sfasA efficiale in the time of hb absence. — 
Six Attornies to be of the court : whereof four to 
be chosen by the mqror, and two by the steward. 
One Marshal, or Orier to be chosen by the mayor. 
The mnyor, aldennen, &c. to have within the borough, 
a Gaol or Prison, for detaining of all prisoners coin« 
initted by the mayoi^ steward, or recorder, or any 
of iheoi : and thaft the mayor, recorder, derk of the 
mftrkcft) cCAnimon clBrk> manhul, keepeis of tiie prison, 
kuA sergeants (for the time being) shall leceive such 
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Fees, &c. as tb(s l>ailifis, &c* of Ludl(m^ and. the said 
borough, have hitihentp. receiyed^. AU burgesses and 
other iohflibUaats of the said bpcougb to pay scot and 
lot, and to be assessed for the maiotenacioe, good or** 
der, and forth^ profit of the same; and in default of 
payment, distress^, to be laid upon their goods.— r 
The mayor, Sfc* to ha^ve Powoc to dect persons who 
have seryed sev^ years' apprenticeship, or that bam^ 
been householders (paying sco( and lot) seven years 
within the said borough, Burgesses : ' and with the 
approbation of the steward^ to mdce any other peisoii 
burgess of the said borough ; and so continue^ unless 
£91 any ju^t cause he be expelled by the mayor, &c. 
No Stranger or Foreigner shall exercise any Trade in 
the borough {except it be in time of fair) unless he be a 
burgess; nor keep any shop, without special licence 
from the mayor, aldermen, &c. or the major part of 
them : the mayor, &c. to punish such foragners and 
stuAQgers by fines,, and to distress upon their goods, 
in default of payment. The mayor and corporation, 
and burgesses. Exempt from serving on Juries out of 
the borough, at assizes or quarter-sessions. The corpo? 
ration to haveu return of writs; and all which returns 
to be made by the mayor. No high-sheriff, or any 
of bis officers, to enter the liberty^ unless in defect 
of the mayor, tor the time being. The mayor oi 
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clerk to receive recognizances according to form of 
Statute Merchant, or Acton Biirnell*; and to make 
execution, &c. as fully as any other town can do, by 
virtue of the said statute: and that there shall be a 
seal for the sealing of those recognizances. The mayor 
and corporation may purchase lands, &c. not exceed- 
ing jf 50. a year, but such as are not held in-'capite 
or knights'-servicet. The said borough is. to enjoy 
Two Markets weekly, for ever : that is, one upon a 
Wednesday and the other upon a Friday. To have 
a Fair on the 2nd, 3rd, and 4th days of Marcb^ 
yearly; and the Fairs on the Ist and Snd of May; 
the 4th and 5th of August ; and the 29th and 30th 
of November to be continued, as heretofore;}:. And if 
any of the said fairs shall fall upon the Lord's-day, 
then the same to be kept on the Monday following. 
The mayor, &c. may hold a Court of Pie-powder || at 
the time of the fairs ; and to take the usual tolls of 
markets and fairs — all rights, &c. of the lord of the 
manor excepted. 

* At Acton BurneU, near Shrewsbury, Edward I. sammuned his 
parliament to meet, in 1283. The nobles sat in the castle, aod the 
commons deliberated upon the important affairs of the nation within 
the humble walls of a 6am / Here was ordained the Statute Merchant, 
thence called the Statute of Acton Bnrnell. 

+ A tenure, whereby several lands were anciently held of thekini*;, 
vpon condition to bear.arms in his service. This tenure drew atter it, 
homage, escuage, marriage, wardship, and other incumbrances, and 
was therefore abolished by Charles II. 

i The fairs and markets as now held, will be seen in a future page. 
H A court to do justice to buyer and seller, redress disorders, &c. 
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At an assembly of the mayor, aldeimen, and com- 
mon^council, 14th of January, 1677, the following 
Bye-laws were made, by yirtae of his Majesty's letters 
patent : The mayor to have the casting rote in all 
assemblies : all persons (not being burgesses) vending 
merchandise within the town, (except at fairs) to be 
assessed : an assessment to be imposed upon the in- 
habitants, &c. towards defraying the expence of re- 
newing the charter, being one hundred pounds, and 
upwards : summonses to be given to inhabiting bur- 
gesses (not before sworn) to be sworn before the mayor, 
or be disfranchised : refusing to serve as aldermen or 
common-council-men, forfeit j^lO. each: refusing to 
serve as mayor, jS30. : the mayor to have all small 
tolls ; the benefit of weighing wool and yarn, at the 
standings in the streets and hall; the stallage and 
pitching-penny ; and the profit and disposition of the 
office of sealing leather : no attorney be continued in 
the court, except a burgess : every inhabitant within 
the walls, to pave to the ridge or crest^-stone before 
his house, at his own expence : lands to be assessed 
without the walls, for paving the suburbs. 

Aug. 1689. A resolution of the company of tan- 
ners, in support of their rights and privities against 
iofringement, observes, ^'That William Rogers, a 
foreigner to the said company, usually buys hides 
and ■ skins within the borough of Oswestry, to the 
breaking and infringing of their said liberties: cind 
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0^ ap actioa agaiijipt dbprSfpd WilliaiDi Bogen shall 
be IflWt^U in 9Vd<^' V>; try bb right; and also that 
i^ expence bp jpii^ de&ayqd/^ Sigp^d by nine* 
feqn of tb^ cofDiNpy* 

^thpugb the freeiqien of the borough wece, in for- 
mer d9y8> 8Q tcnacipus qf tif eir privile^j^ it appears 
that '^ fpreigqers" freouently intrudec) thqiiselyes. A 
lettipr on this siibject» from Thpmasi earl of Arundel, 
concerning- tbe bakers' company, is preserved amon^ 
the CQrpg(i;^ti(On le^rd^* Tb^ following 13 a copy : 

WHKMtLE 1 am enformed that the Bakers of the 

Towne of OswaMestrie wevy hy myne Auncestors^ the 

Maries of ArundeUj encorporated by Ch0rier^ which 

about xxxyeres past was burnte. By reason, of the 

wantc thereof, and by ya^ necUgence, ym suffered 

ffi^^ner^ d^filSpg <^ of the smd» Tawne^ And a^ 

fffTisywr^ dpn^Oinge vfithm the saimi Tawnfi^ to, J^fike; 

not regarding the ke^inge oftK assise thereof^ ^^J/^t 

whether the same be tfiade good and holsomcy as by 

the lawes and Statutes of this Realme you are boundk 

to lookeyntOf St to see auU suche personnes as shaU 

offend herein, dewlie pumsshed* These are, therfor, to 

wilf and Charge you, ymmediatUe uppon the receipte 

hereof, you do trapayle herein to Shutt oute allfony- 

ners, being Bakers; And to Advaunce aU sueke as are 

ffree and be encorperated within yo^ Vowne : And 

yet no further albw^ of them Then thUr habUHk 

And thien good order, in kq^inge qf thn a^syse, an4 

^^^Hg ihff Br^d^ hoisciBfe^ shail aVpzpjeyou^ And 
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io albme of ffcretftier^^ j/f the 'hailkie &f the Stik&s^ 
VD^ be eneorperaledy he Hot able to serve the Tdwne; to 
th}ende the Towne moy not be unserved: Andyet haoe 
regarde to the assyse, And to the holsomnes of the 
same. And to the preservacon of my inheritaunce^ of 
dU which J t praieyou to take good care and diligence. 
!Pare you iSifell. From Aruniell houscj this xr/<* of 
cfOObbfe^ 1S88. 

¥tir l&tftige frendj 



(A fadimile.) 




That high-cliurch meteor, and party-tool, t)octor 
Sacheverell, ^as. ih 1709| presented to the living of 
Sellatyn; not so mucti oh account bf its value, as to 
giv^ him an opportunity oT making a progress through 
a long extent of the kingdom; land of Trying the in* 
clinaftions of the people in the rich and populous 
counties he was to pass'thVough. Re was met on the 
confines oi this county by five thousand horsemen, 
among whom tvete the first fortunes of Sftiropshire. 
Hfe rtiet tvith respect, i'ft every totvn— littre short of 
adoration. At Shrewsbury, above a thousand horse- 
men trent out to ihect him, who btought him into 
town whh gt^at rejoiciilgs, &c. He stopped therfe 
only one night. The crowd in Oswestry '^as so 'gr^at^ 
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*^ that a good old woman could see only a small part 
of the holy man ; yet condoled herself with haviag^ a 
sight of his eotr'bkssedwigj as he rode along." — 
He was the son of a poor clergyman at Malborou^h, 
and was educated by his godfather, and placed at 
Magdalen college, Oxford. His regularity and polite 
manners rendered him a favourite tutor in the coll^ie^ 
and his Latin poems, some of which appeared in the 
Musae Anglicanse, proved him an elegant scholar. His 
two famous sermons, one Upon the Conmiunication 
of Sin, (an assize sermon) and the other, Upon the 
^ Perils of False Brethren, drew upon him the resent- 
ment of parliament. His trial before the peers began 
the S7th of February, 1710, and ended the 83d of 
March ; but though he was suspended for three years^ 
and his sermons burnt by the hands of the executioner, 
so violent was the party spirit of the times, that this 
completely overturned the ministry* On the expiration 
of his punishment, he was presented to the living of 
St. Andrew's, Holborn, and received with such enthu- 
siasm, that of the first sermon which he preached, and 
which he sold for j^lOO, forty thousand copies were 
immediately bought. Thus, for a while regarded as 
the champion of the church, Sacheverell enjoyed 
popularity, fill at last he sunk into obscurity. He 
died 1724. Burnet observes of him, that he possessed 
little of religion, virtue, learning, or good sense, biit 
forcdd himself to preferment by railing at dissenters 
and low churchmen. 
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1737. His gmce the dake of Powis yisUed the 
town in the mayoralty of Robert Barkley, esq.; ia. 
whose accounts. are the following items: 

Aug. 8.— Paid Mrs. Sarah Evans's biU for wine, for 

his grace the dake of Powib at the town*hall \S S 
Paid John James for drink to a bonfire* when 
bis grace the duke of Powis was at the town- 
hall - - - - 8 e 

1 745. A regiment of foot^ raised by lovd Powis, 
for the service of government, rendezvoused at Shrews- 
bury. His loyal spirit inspired several geiitleiiieii ia 
the neighbourtiood to enter as volunteers, who gave 
an additional lustre, if possible, to the military ap- 
pearance of that promising corps of fine young men. 
In December, that town was in great confusion on 
account of a false alarm that the Scotch rebels were 
on their march to that place Many of the inhabi- 
tants left the town, and the aforesaid regiment, being 
undisciplined, marched out with their baggage; but 
soon returned, as intelligence was received that the 
rebels had directed their way to Derby. 

. ^^ 16th of February, 1774, about midnight, a most 
dreadful storm of thunder, attended with high wind 
and extraordinary hail, alarmed the town. Its effects 
were severely felt at the Rev. Mr. Edwards's, of Mount 
Sion : the windows in the west end were all shattered ; 
the traces of lightning were apparent on every side 
#f the house, and in every room within it; two of 

t 
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the cbimRies were damaged, one of which was levelled 
to'thejroof; thedoset ia Mr. E.'s room was divested 
of the partition ; door, &c. of it driven to the bed- 
side ; ihe stand of a head-K^Iock damaged near the bed, 
and the bell-wire melted off. Though thus beset on 
all sides, Mr. and 'Mrs. E. providentially escaped un- 
hurt. Some pieces of plate in the closet had some- 
thing like shot-marks upon them ; the wires of Mrs. 
K's caps W6re pelrified together ; and the linen as it' 
gnaw«d by a dog. The pointer dog on the kitchen 
hearth, «iid four chickens in the yard, were killed. 
The li^es of the iamily were preserved. The alarm 
wQs dpsadfiil, bat Ihe repaiiB of the house did not 
se^ea or eight pouods; 



^^ 1778. It is to be remarked, that the weather con- 
tinued mostly Qold until the middle of June, and the 
Sun was very shy of shewing his face ; but he made 
an^ple amends from that time, for we have not, of 
late years, experienced such warm summer weather. 
On the S7th of June, a thunder storm alarmed the 
town of Oswestry — the lightning was terrible. Its 
severities fell upon the house of Mr. Fox, carrier, 
whose servant-maid was killed in the aet of rocking 
the child* in the cradle. No other lives were lost, 
although there were many in the house, nor damage 
done, except a bedstead shivered to pieces. The old 

• The present Mr«WUliam Fox, saddler. 
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year dosed with a teaipestuous windy and new-year's 
mom (1779) sounded the samealarm, attended witti 
a keen biting frost. The accounts of ks effect by sea 
and land are dreadful : baildings, trees, and shipping 
have suffered greatly, and many lives are lost. Tiie 
storm at the commencement o( the year 1779, seemed 
to forebode a turbulent year ; at least, so it ba& turned 
out. — The war with the revolted colonies of America 
j»till continues to rage ; add to thb, a war with Fianoe 
and Spain ; the Irish bullying fi>r a free trade ; the 
Scots grumbling on account of the repeal of the Ro-^ 
man Catholic bill of pains and penalties ; and — as if 
these evils were not sufficient — a formidable oppo- 
siti6n in parliament: parties carried so far, as to- 
endanger the constitution. Poor Old England 1 under 
these complicated troubles, without an ally. — Heaven 
grant that the new year may be productive of hap-^ 
pier times 1 The old year, however — thanks to an 
indulgent Providence — has not closed without openings 
to us a dawn of comfort; and the new year seems 
to be ushering in brightening omens of future success 
against our perfidious enemies. The failure of the 
attack upon Savannah, in Georgia, by the grand 
French fleet under the count D'Estaing, assisted by 
the American army under general Lincoln; and the- 
dispersing of the French fleet by a storm, has given 
a new face to affiiirs ia that quarter t the taking oC 
Fort Omoa in the West Indies, from the Spaniards^ 
together witli the captm^ of some of their g^eons> 

L.2 
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must make tMlB repent of their alliance. The passing 
tX. the Irish Ull in favonr of a free trade, has filled 
their hearts with joy and gratitude. We want nothing 
now but Unanimitj at Home, and Vigour to our 
Councils, to complete our happiness, and to render 
us respectable. Markets (1779) low. A cold spring 
(1780) after a long frosty winter, followed by a re- 
markable dry summer — ^pastures bumt*-erops of hay 
short — cattle in many places foddered at present, (Ait- 
gust.) August 17tb, first day's rain of a long season 
— the pasture lands rejoice, though some farmers re-^ 
pine^ being in the midst of their corn harvest, whicK 
is very promising and forward," 

^ So fine a December^ 
Few can remember. 
Markets cheap. 
Mone^ scarce ••*' 

1779. 1781. 178S* 17:9.1781 178S^ 

s d 8 d ^ d d f d f d f 

Wheats Osw. strike 4 6 6 6 8 6 Beef»pr1b3 2 2 3 2. 

Barley « -262452 Mutton - 3 2 2 3 2 

Mnncomt •44 62 80 Veal - 3 30 32 

Oato - « 1 6 I 6 2 Pork -30 22 42 

White Bdqso •« 6 &S Butter - 5 4 2 6 a 

Grey Pease ^2 6. 2 10 4 6 Chfese,cwt. 2Is 22<6d 36«6<f 



• The matter begioBiDg with Feb. HU, (induding the prices «r 
l^rain, Sdq,) and ending at this place, is extracted from the journal of 
the late Rev. MTilliam Roberta, IXB. rector of Scllatyn and WUU« 
tiiigtos. 

f Qriffi/i9i\y mgng^omfi thai u^n^tdtan^. 
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1781. The thirty-fourth regiment, under the com* 
mand of colonel R^cock, on duty here. 

1784. Through the carelessness of some workmen 
employed at the hall erecting at Llanforda, it took 
fire and was entirely consumed. Robert Edwards of 
this town, in endeavouring to extinguish the flameS| 
lost his life by a stone falling upon him. 

September, 1802, The races re-commenced under 
the patronage of sir Watkin Williams Wynn,^ bart* 
after being discontinued seveuteeu years. 

1808* The Parliament gave its sanction for the 
Holyhead and London mail coach to run through 
Oswestry instead of Chester: the road is not only 
much shortened, but made most agreeably convenient. 

From Holyead to London, by Conway and Chester, 

the mail coach road ... ggQ Mika>, 

By CapelCerrij^» Osvrestry^Shrevr&bury,&c. -359 

Saving 22 

The mail coach first passed through the town, the 
6th of September, 1808 ; on which occasion, great 
rejoicing took place. ' 

1809. An act df parliament passed, for paving^ 
cleansing, lighting, watching) and otherwise im« 
proving thet streets, and other public passages and 
places witbift the town aiid Uprougb of Oswestry.. 
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. 18 1 1 — 14. About ibree handled prisoners of war, 
(military and naval), on. parole heie. These wese in 
the service of Napoleon Buonaparte^ the self-created 
emperor of the Freneb, and consisited of French , 
Germans, Spaniards, Dutchmen, Poles, &c« Amon^ 
ttrbom, were the priiice lyArem/berg, general Philli- 
pon, (who broke his jftttoh) and several other bfllcers 
of note. 

1814. A man while cleaning a well at Gobowen, 
near Oswestry, lost his life by the sides felling in upon 
him. From Monday evening till Thursday, the un- 
fortunate man lay buried beneath H great depth of 
rubbish. On account of the precarious state of Htse 
^1, great caution was necessary in clearkig it; and 
on the evening of the latter day, it was found that 
life still remained. No exertion was now spared to 
rescue him from his perilous situation ; but, although 
nourishment was conveyed to him as early as possible^ 
he expired about three o'clock on Friday momiogy 
and his body could not be drawn up until several 
hours aflerwards. Great praise is due to several gen- 
tlemen of the ndigbbourhood for their humane inter- 
ference on the spot. A subscription was entered into 
for the widow and fiunily. 

Dnriiq^ the hte war with France, the inhabitants 
of Oswestry gave a proof of their loyalty and attach- 
ment to their country^ by raising a very handgonyt 
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subscription fi>r tbe relief of the Families qf ^uqh inen 
as were killed or ^i^abled^ belonging to the 6%-tbir(l 
(or Bhropshire) regiment, who were born in Shrop- 
shire, or (had ¥Qlui>(ewed from the militia of thst 
coQDtjr. Intimation of their intention was sent io eoL 
Bingham, at the saoiiestinie requesting of him to re- 
turn a list of the men coming under the description 
aboye-mentioned. 'The colonePs answer: 

• Gmv^ fyMtr^ Sj^qin^ ^t IBih^ 1813. 

X kave the honour io aebumledge the receipi of your Idler 
iidtd XAikvUm mforming me of the very kind and bberal intention of the 
InheMtmtaefthe Neighbourhood and Toun of Omeatryy towards the 2nd 
Battalion 53rd^ or Shropshire RegkneMty under my command. It is mth 
gretd oatisf action that we observe^ our humble services on the Peninsula have 
drmm the attention of the County of Salop towards us, and that we are con- 
sidered as having merited a place in their recollection and esteem, 

I have enclosed a list of those who hfwe fallen in these contests^ 
from our first latuUng unlil the present moment^ coming under the descriptiota 
named in your letter; thai is^ Natives f^ Shropshire, or Volunteers from the 
County Militia, J ha/ae corned to be added the Parishes to which they 
bdonged, that you m»fbe enabled to proportion your charity to tho 'wants qf 
the respective famiUes of the deceased. 

J{have thekomurtp £e, 
&>, 
Tour moat ohedient servatU^ 
(Signi^) Q.R.BJmHJM^ 

To John CMaxoir, Esq. ^ifffttMseJo^ 69^: R^'( or Shropshire) 

Mayor of Ossbsttry* q^.Q^hm4* 

Agreeably to the retnfn -made by col. Bingham, 
the subscription was disposed Qf to the following 
families : 



To tl>« family of Wm. Smltb, Litlla WUkeford, killed £. t. t. 

at Salamanea - • • IT 13 4 

Of William Woofer, Si. Har;'g, ShrewtbDry, killed JD 

action - . . . > II 13 4 

or Robert Sherry, St. Marj's Sbrembary, wbo died of 

fail wotiodi at SalamaiKa - - - IT 13 4 

Of William Price, 8l Ctiad*! ShFembv;, wbadied of 

hl> vrODildi at Pai»agM - - - IT IS 4 

Of Thomai Edwardi, (un of Be^jamia Edtrardi, of 

Craamere) killed in the Irencbei before Burgoi - 11 13 4 
(trWilliam Matthem, of ClnntoB, who died Of his 

noundi at Passagei - - . - IT 13 4 
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DESCRIPTIVE SECTION. 



Oswestry is situated on the iiorth-T?est bolder 
of Shropshire, in the diocese of St. Asaph, ^and in the 
hundred which it gives name to. The Farish con- 
tains the townships of Oswestry, Middleton, Hisland, 
(anciently, Hides-land) Wooton, Aston, Measbury, 
Morton, Cricketh, Weston Cotton and Sweeney, [in 
one township] Treflach, Trefonnen, Tre&rclawdd, 
Pentregaer, Kynynion, (in old deeds, Conynion) and 
Llanforda. The outer parts of the town, with respect 
to the ancient walls thereof, comprise four Suburbs; 
namely, the southern, includes Church-street, Uppec 
and Lower Brook-street and Pentrepoetb ; the western, 
part of Willow-street ; the northern,' part of Beatrice- 
street; which, when Leland passed through Oswestry, 
in the reign of Henry YUI. had ^' many barns foe 
corn and hay, to the number YIl score several 
barns:" the eastern. Black-gate; in which, there were 
^^XXX barns for com, with other houses 'longing 
to the townesmen." Leland^s account of Oswestry is 



8S HUTO&T OF 



very copious: he observes, "there be, withyn the 
towne a X notable streates : the iii most notable streates 
be, the Crosse-streate, the Bayly-streate, and New- 
gate-streate. "^fae houses within the towne be of timbre, 
and slated. There is a castelle, sette on a mont be 
likelihood made by hand ; and ditched by south-west, 
betwixt Beatrise-gate and Willow-gate, to the which 
the wall commith. The towne standeth most by sale 
of cloth made in Wales. There goith thro' the towne 
by the Crosse, a broke, comming from a place caullid 
Siraon^s Well, a bow-shot without the waulle by N. 
W. Tbb brpke commith in through the waulle be- 
twixt Willow-gate and New-gate, and so renning 
t}irough the tawne, goith oute under the Black-gate. 
There be no towers in the waulies beside the gates. 
The town is dickid about, and iMrokettcs ren ynto it. 
The chirch of St. Oswalde is a very feir leddid cbircb, 
with a gre^t tounid steple, and it standeth without 
the New-gate; so that no chirch is there within the 
tpwne." 

Of late years, the town of Oswestry has made great 
progress in the taste apf} number of its buildings; 
yet several of tlhps^ vestiges of antiquity, timber build- 
in|^, still rjemain* Several Jiou^ in Bai)ey-street may 
be ranked under that hpod; paftijcularly the Three- 
tuns, which in fpfii^er K^^ys was the priqcipal inn of 
the town, and the chief resort of the drapers. The 
feast of St. David is auBnaUy celebrated in this ve- 
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nerable mansion, which is usually attended by most of 
the gentlemen of the town and neighbourhood. Cyn 
the opposite side of the street is another spacious 
antique edifice, the stories of which, project consider- 
ably over the street. On the front of this house, iacinor 
Cross-street, is the figure of a spread eagle, raised on 
the plaster. The Lloyds of Trenewydd, &c. bore the 
eagle in their coat of arms, and probably one of 
that family may have been the founder. The decay 
of our woods, was the cause of disusing timber in 
building in most parts of England, about the middle 
of the sixteenth century ; but in this town, it was cer- 
tainly the mode of building rather later. To this 
cause, may be ascribed the rapid progress of the fires, 
with i^hich this town has been so often unfortunately 
visited. 

The following unadorned account of Oswestry is 
given by honest Churchyard of Shrewsbury, in his 
** Worthies of Wales," including Shropshire. He 
died about 1 1th of queen Elizabeth, 1570. 

" Ozestry, a pretie town full fine, 
Which may be loved, be likte, and praysed both, 
It stands so' trim, and is maintayned so cleane. 
And peepled is, with folke that well do meane; 
That it deserves to be enrould and bhrynd 
In each good breast, and every manly mynd. 
Of a notable The market there, so fare, exceedes witball, 
Mofket^-a As no one towne comes neare it in some sort, 
fnarvtlom For looke, what may be wisht or had at calU 
maiUr, It is there found, as market men report. 
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For poaltrie,foule, of e^ery kind somewhat, 
No place can shew so much more cheap than that : 
All kind of cates* that countrie can afford * DeUeadeg. 
For money, there is bought with one bare word. 

Poor folks They faacke not long about the thing they sell, 

miJte few For price is knowne of each thing that is brought : 

wordamboT' Poor foike, God wot, in towne no longer dwell,. 

gayning. Then money bad ^perhaps a thing of nought : 

So trudge they home, both bare-legge and unshod, 
With song in Welsh, or else in praysing God. 
O sweet content, O merrie mynd and mood. 
With sweat of brows thou lovest to get thy food f 

The hfa$ed' O plaine good folke, that have do craftie braines ; 

nessofplaine O conscience cleere, thou knotvest no cunning knacks; 

peepU, O harmless hearts, where feare of God remaines ; 

O simple soules, as sweet as virgin waze ; 
O happie heads, and labouring bodies blest; 

O sillle dove$, of holy Abraham's brest ; 

You sleepe in peace, and rise in joy and blisse 

For heaven hence, for you prepared, is. 

Jt rarereportf Where shall we finde such dealing now a-daies? 
jfatrulyghenf Where is such cheere, so cheap and chaunge of fare ? 

ofWakt, Ride north and south, and search all beaten waies. 
From Barwick bounds to Venice, If you dare. 
And finde the like, that I in Wales have found. 
And I shall be your slave and bondman bound. 
If Wales be thus, as tryall well shall prove. 
Take Wales* good will, and give them neighbours* love. 



»» 



The town is seated on a gentle acclivity, and the 
prospects from the rising ground above it, are perhaps 
not snrpassed by any of the kind. The rich and 
luxuriant Vale of Shropshire, is, as it were, a map 
beneath the feet: Hawkstone, the scat of sir Johik 
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Hill, bart^ ialher of the grallant general lord Hill ; 
the Siafibrckfaire hii^ ISesNcIiff rock^ the celebrated 
Mfieat of Humi^hrey Kyoastoii, suroamed the Wild ; 
the Wrekin, the lofty spires of Salopia, the Styper- 
stones^ &c. are seen ia the distance. Towards Wales > 
the Alpine heights and lowly vales ttrt seen in rich 
profusion: here the traveller may glarice upon a 
coanCry which was eminently distiiiguisked as the 
birth-place and residence of^the children of freedom 
-—a people^ who^ from their independent spirit and 
martial progress, for cetitiiries chastised rapacity and 
injustice, and made oppression and tyranny tremble 
upon the throne. 

The corporation of Oswestry consists of a mayor^ 
recorder, steward, twelve aldermen, fifteen common- 
council-men, coroner, mureriger, town-clerk, marshal. 
Sergeants, &c. The present nitayor, is the honourable 
Thomas Kenyon ; recorder, Charles Watkin Williams 
Wynn, esq. M» P. and the steward, John Kynaston 
Powell, esq^i M» P. The charter, by which the cor- 
poration act.^, was gffthted by Charles It. The first 
royal chaiter was given by Richard II. but the bur- 
gesses enjoyed great privileges from their lords long 
tefore that reign. From amdttg- the numerous rfedom- 
mendotionB of persons to he burg^ses of tbi» ancitot 
borough, the reader is presented with a copy of one 
ftoMi the celebrated general My Hon ; the original of 
which, 18 kepi ameng the records of the dofTpofatk^. 



"Jim^Aimi^ Ba^ 
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Genilemettf ' I 

1 MM become a Suitor to ..•••^. of 

J^bn GfiorgCy a free man of yo^ Towney and one 
y* hath formerly binne firni and Lot/aU for y^ pre-- 
servgtion Sf defence thereof in time of trialL My 
desire therefore w, y* you zoould use your utermost 
Endeaxiorsj Sf iifford him yo^ best assistance in 
maJdnge him Burgesse thereof att y^ next Election; 
u'ch curtesy to him^ shaU be acknowledged as donne 
to him y^ is 

Yo^ assured freind 
to serve youp 



HallsUmf 
Jan. 1, 1616. 



-f^^' dyitot 



On t^e c5over^ — To the wor^ my very good Jfreinds^ 
the bayUffes of the fozene ojf OsjipaUdstree tkis i$ 
sent. 

The population in 1801, amounted to 5|839, and 
the number of houses, 1,217. The tr^de in Webb 
flannels "was once esteemed of considerable impor* 
tance, but has completely fallen oS* Ei^celient coab 
are procured near the town, and also lime and build* 
iiig stone. The Ellesmere catial, lyhich united with 
the Montgomeryshire line at Llanymyoech, is about 
three miles from Oswestry. 
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There are six. fairs held in the year; that is, 

JVame. Time held. By whom gran£etL ' 

Su Dayid's. Formerly March 2, 3, and 4, now 15. Charles II. 1673. 

May. Ditto May 1 and 2, now IS. Edw. IIL ISSI. 

Midsummer Wednesday before Midsummer-day. Corporation*. 

Si. Oswald's. ' Formerly Aug. 5, now 15. In Saxon days. 

Michaelmas. Friday before Michaelmas. Corporation •• 

St. Andrew's. Formerly Not. 29, SO, and Dec. 1. Henry III. 1227. 

now December 10. 

According to ancient custom, the fairs are pro- 
claimed on the day previous thereto ; and watchmen 
are sworn for keeping order during the night. — See 
page4iL Disbursements in the mayors' accounts: 

172I..2. Paid att ^Yerall times for wine att the faires j£3 18 O 
1122S. Wine and biftkett at the 4 faires 18 

The markets are held on Wednesday and Satur- 
day; the former of which, is the principal. The 
butchers' shops are chiefly confined to the Bailey- 
street, and are usually stored with excellent meat on 
those days. The corn market is held on Bailey-head; 
fish, cheese, butter, vegetables, &c. are exposed for 
sale at the Cross; and glass and earthenware, near 
the Independent chapel. 

The following is a statement of the prices of 



* In the last century. 
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provision in ancient times, and iii some remarkable 
seasons of latter date: 

961. An ox» Ss. 6d, a cow» 2f. a sheep, U, a pig, Sd, Land on 

the borders sold for 1«. per acre. 1225. Three gal of ale, Id, 
] 177. Provender for 20 horses, 4<f. *food for 100 men, 12dl 
IS 15. The Prices of provision settled by order of the bailifftof 

Shrewsbury : A corn-fed ox, S4<. a grass-fed ox, le*. a cow^ 

I2s. a fat sheep, 20<f. a'sfaorn sheep, I4d. a fat hog 6f two y^an 

old, 38, 4d, a fat goose, 2d. a hen. Id a capon, 2d. two <;hickeofl^ 

Id. four pigeons, Id. twenty-four eggs, Id, 
1347* A fine horse, 6«. 8dL the best fed ox, 4t. a cow, U. a heifer, 

6d. a wether, 4d. an ewe, 3d. a lamb, 2di a hog, 6d« 
1454. This was puch a plentiful year, that eight strikes of wheat 

(a quarter) generally sold for 1<. or 14di rye for lOdL and maU 

for 16d. or 17dL 
1490. Wheat, 20dL per bushel. 1492, 6d» 1493. 4ff. 1498. M 

and wine 40s« per ton. ' ^ 

1524. Wheat, 6d. per bushel ; rye, 4A 1535. Ale, per gall. Idl 
1595—7. Wheat, in Oswestry nmrket43«. per bushel ; rjre, 19«. 
1620. Barley, lOdL per bushel; rye, 16d. 
1708. Wheat, 9<. per strike ; mnncorn, St. rye, 7<. 
1779^83. SeepagetS. 1795. Wheat, 2 It. per strike. 
1797. Wheat, 6s, to 7«. per strike. 1800. 12«. to 1«9. 1801. S5«« 

to lOr. 1804. 7s. to St. 1805. \Se, tol4«. 1609. 12<. to IQl. 

1813. 18ff.9dto27t. 1813. 18s. to 14s. 1815.'lls.9d.to lOs.. 

Few places of its size can boast of haviogjabounded 
mote in structures^ vrhioh a religions spirit, or the 
necessity of seif-prolection had raised, than the town 
of Oswestry. Under these heads may be ranked its 
castle^ wailS) gates, and put-works; its monasteiy, 
church, and cbapeb* Oar description of these frag-* 
ttents of former grandeur shall commence with 
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Old Oswestry. 

Tbis fine military post lies about one 'ini|^ from^ 
Oswestry, in the parish of Sellatyn, upon an insulated 
emioence of an oblong form, surrounded by two ram- 
parts and fosses of great height and depth. Another 
deep foss or ditch at the bottom of the bill, sur- 
rounds the whole, and ends, *as do the two others, 
at the two entrances; which are placed diagonally 
opposite to eiu:h other. On the slope of the hill, 
on both sides of the original entrance, are a range of 
deep oblong trenches, running transversely between 
the second ditch and another, which seems to be 
designed for their immediate protection ; for the first 
extends no farther than these trenches ; the other, to 
no great distance beyond them. The top is an ex- 
tensive area, containing fifteen acres, three roods, and 
eight perches of fertile ground ; and the fortifications 
which encompass it, cannot be less than forty or fifty 
acres, covered with timber, brushwood, and brambles. 
A well, profiably for the purpose of hiding treasure, 
was discovered here; a pavement in another place, 
perhaps to prevent the horses, &c« from injuring the 
ground ; and pieces of iron, like armour. In 1767, 
as much timber was cut down from the ramparts as 
6old for jf 17,000. << Remarking to a gentlemWy" 
says Mr. Hutton, <^ that I had gleaned some anecdotes 
relative to Oswald, he asked me if I had seen Old 
Oswestry, where, be assured me^ the town formerly 
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stood. 1 smiled, and answered him in the negative. 
He then told me, ^^ that the town had travelled three- 
quarters of a mile to the place where it had taken 
up its present abode." This belief, I found had been 
adopted by others with whom I conTersed.*^ This 
place is also^ called ffen DdinaSy (old place) and 
anciently Caer Ogyrfan^ from Ogyrfan, a hero, co- 
cxistant with Arthur* There is no certainty of the . 
origin of it : some ascribe it to Oswald or to Penda, 
and imagine that it was possessed, before the battle 
of Maserfield, by one of those princes. Others think 
it to have been the work of the ancient Britons ; for 
its construction, even to the oblong trenches, is Bri- 
tish : that of Bryn y Gloddian, on the Clwydian hills, 
which divide Flintshire from the vale of Clwyd, is 
.a similar work. It is evident that this magnificent 
work was not a sudden operation, like that of a camp, 
but that it was a work of immense kbour and ample 
security. There are two or three out-posts. Of the 
ancient Britons, Speed speaks thus: ^fNow touching 
their domestick matters, their buildings were many, 
and like to them of the Gauls : notwithstanding they 
gave the name of townes to certain combersome woods, 
which they have fortified with rampires and ditches, 
whither they retreat and resort to eschue the invasions 
of their enemies. Which stand them in good steady 
for when they have, by felling of trees, mounted and 
fenced therewith a spacious round plot of ground^ 
there they build for themselves houses and cottages; 

N 2 
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and for their cattell set up stals and folds, but those for 
the present use onely, and not for long continuance 
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A great dyke and foss, called Watt's Dyke, is 
continued from e^ch side of this post. This work is 
little kaowH) notwithstanding it is equal in depth, 
though not in extent, to that of Ofia, with which 
it has been frequently confounded. Of the formatioa 
pf this dyke as to time or occasion, no authentic in- 
formatioB can be found* It runs nearly in a direction 
with that of Offa's, but at unequal distances, fronot 
five hundred yards to four miles. The space inter- 
Yening between the two was considered as free ground, 
where the Britons, Danes, &c, might meet ^ith safety 
for commercial purposes* Camden says, that below 
the castle of Whittington, Wrenoc, the son of Mey- 
ric, received certain lands, which he was to hold by 
the serrice oi being the king's (Henry II.) latimer 
or interpreter between the parties. 

*'Tbere is a famous thing 
Called Oifo*8 Dyke» that reacMh farra io lengthy 
• All kiad of w»re the Danes might thither bring, 
It was free groandv ^nd called the Britons* strength. 
Watt's Dyke, likewise, ahont the same was set, 
Between which two, the Danes and Britons met. 
And traffic still, bnt passing bounds by sleight, 
The one did take the other pris'ner streigbt." 

Watt's dyke appears at Maesbury, in this parish, 
and terminates at the Dee> below the abbey of Basing- 






a 'I 'I 1 r Hii ' saBeBssasamammmmmmmawmaBBssx 

OSWESTRY. 9S 

Vfcxk. The soufberu end of the line is lost ia morassy 
grounds; but was probably continued to the riyer 
Severn. It extends its course from Maesbury^j to the 
Mile-oak; from thence, through a field called Mae9 
y garreg Iwyd, between tvTo remarkable pillars of un- 
hewn stone; passes by the town, aod from thence 
to Old Oswestry, and by Pentreclawdd, to Gobowen| 
the site of a small fort called Bryn y Castell, in the 
parish of Whittington ; runs by Prys Henlle and Bet 
mont; crosses the Ceiriog, between Brynkioallt and 
Pont y Blew forge, and the Dee below Nant y Bela; 
from whence it passes through Wynn-stay park, by 
another Pentreclawdd, to Erddig, where there was 
another strong fort on its course : from Erddig it 
runs above Wrexham, near Melin Puleston, by Do* 
lydd, Maesgwyn, Rhos-ddu, Croes-oneiras, &c. ; goe» 
over the Alun, and through the township of Llai, 
to Rbydin^ in the county of Flint; above which is 
Caer-estyn, a British post : from hence it runs by Flope ' 
church along the side of Molesdale, which it quit^. 
towards the lower part^ and turns to Mynydd Sych«< 
dyn, Monachlog^ near Northop, by Northop mills^^ 
Bryn-moel Coed y Llys, Nant y Flint, Cefn y Coed,, 
through the Strand fields, near Holywell, to its ter^ 
mination below the abbey of Basing werk. A dyke- 
and rampart, similar in appearance, and not unlike- 
in name, runs through the counties of Wilts and^ 
Somerset, called Wans dj/Jce^ perhaps from gwan, ^ 
perforation. 
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Thb Castle. 

The remains, of this fortress are on an artificial 
mount on the outside of the town, being little more 
than a heap of shattered walls and mortar. It had 
a deep ditch extending to the Beatrice-gate on the 
one side, and Willow-gate on the other. According 
to Powell, the castle was founded in 1149, by Madog 
ab Meredydd ab Bleddyn, prince of Powis. A tower 
here, went by the name of Madog's Tower, says Le- 
land, which seems to confirm the acconnt respecting 
the founder of the castle. The English historians, 
however, assign to it a more ancient date : they in- 
form us that it was in being before the Norman 
conquest, (1066) and that Xian, a noble Norman, 
had the town and castle bestowed upon him by 
William the Conqueror, soon after his accession. The 
Norman period began with the system of subjugating 
this country, by previously parcelling it out, and 
granting such parcels to various military adventurers, 
who should acquire them by negociation or force. — 
These territories were ix> be held in capite of the crown. 
Alan was the stock of the Fizalans, earls of Arundel. 
The castle and manor continued in the possession of 
this family, with little interruption, until the reign of 
queen Elizabeth when it became extinct. Dugdale 
says, there was a castle here at the Conquest : which 
is probable, for the artificial mount on which it stood^ 
shews it to have been in existence before the Nor- 
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man epoch. The Britons and the Saxons gare their 
fortresses this species of elevation. The Normans built 
on the firm and nataml soil or rock ; but often made 
use of those mounts, inrhich had been *the sites of 
Saxon castles. This appears to have been the case 
Vfiih the one 'in question. A Fitzalan, probably , re* 
paired or rebuilt, and added to that inrhich he met 
with here. A tower, also, might have received the 
appellation of Madog, in compliment either to the 
son q{ Meredydd, or to some other great personage 
of the same name. 

The square, which is still called the Bailey-head, 
was the ballium or yard of the castle : a mount in 
the Castle-field, on the outside of the great ditch is 
th$ site of its Barbican or outer gate, at which the 
halt and blind were usually relieved. This mount, 
from its use, bears the name of Crippleriank or gatCy 
io thb day. By an inquisition, 2 1st Richard II. 
ailer the death of Richard, earl of Arundel, it appears 
that there was a free chapel dedicated to St. Nicholas, 
infra Castrum de Oswaldestre. and that the advowson 
belonged to the earls of Arundel*. 

6th Henry II. Guy le Strange, sheriff of Shropshire, 

* AUhoDgh great expense was iiicorred by our ancestors in build- 
ing plaoes of defence, religious duties were not neglected, and parti- 
cular care was taken to baye bouses of worship Ktl/Un Ibe walls, that 
the daily offering of the <inass might still be performed io the eyent ff 
a tiegc. 
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acoountiKl in th<^ Excheqoer for salaries paid out of 
the kwg'6 revenue's <o tfie wardens in the castle of 
Btaoeminstor, (Ogt^?stfy) the ioheritanoe of William 
iFit^ian, thea lately deceased, idih John* John, 
nephew of WilHayn Marsliall, earl of Pembroke, being 
guardian of the Marches of Wales, was at the same 
time made governor of the castles of Blancminster 
and Shrawardin, in com. Salop. Henry UL John 
, Fitzalan, as lieir to Hagh de Albany, earl of Arundel, 
had, iipoD the death oi that earl, assigned for his 
purparj^y the castle of Arundel ; and, upon paying 
j^IOOO fine, admitted to the possession of his castle 
here. 24th Henry HI. On the death of John Fitz- 
alan, John le Strange had a grant of the custody of 
the lands of John, his son, (then a minor) with an 
allowance of 300 marks per ann. for guarding Blano 
minster, Scrawarthin, and Clun. 1st Edward I. John 
de Oxinden had the custody of the castle of Bbmc- 
minster, upon the death of John, earl of Arundel.— - 
3rd £dward L Bogo de Knovil was sheriff of the 
county and of the castle of Blancminster. 8th £d« 
ward I. Isabel, mother of Richard, earl of Arundel^ 
had the custody of the castle of Blancminster, and 
alio of the hundred of OswMster^ during the mi* 
nority of her son ; but two years after, her brother, 
Edmund de Mortimer, supplanted her, and got the 
grant to himself. 18th Edward I. Adam de Mont- 
gomery, dkd governor of this castle. S7th Edward 
.1. Peter Meuvesine de Berwicke, j2/x^0 AkuUon^ died 
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ia the same office, ^th Edward II. After the attain- 
der of Edmund, earl of Aruadei, Roger Mottimer, 
Ion) erf" Wigmore, bad a grant of the cattle. Sid 
Richard II. Richard, eari of Anindel, being attainted 
and executed, the king seized upon his lands and 
manore, and gnuited them to William Scrope, the 
newly-created earl of Wiltshire. 7th Heniy IV. Tho- 
mas, son <^ the attainted earl, after he was restored 
in blood, freed the burgetses from many impoeiliona 
of the constable of the castle, &c. See page 39.— 
Scmietime after this date, the name t^ John Treroc 
Yaughan, occurs as.constable of the castle; and afUz 
him, that of Jeffirey Kyffin. SStbJamesI. Thomas, 
earl of Sufiblk, his wife, lord Walden, sir Arnold 
Herbert, and William Hayward, grant to the lady 
Craven, at William Whitmore, George Whitmor^ 
and their heirs, the lordship, manor, end castle oi 
Oswestry. The castle was garrisoned for Charles I. 
in the b^inning of the civil wars : a colonel Uoyd 
was governor. Sir Absetts Shipman succeeded him, 
and continued in that post, until the town and castle 
surrendered to the parliament forces under the earl of 
Denbigh and general Mytton, the 22nd June, 1644. 
From hence, the earl hastened to other service, and left 
Mytton governor oftbe (own. After the death, of the 
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ford and Pirohill, ii^hose tepure was to ^o s^nrice lit 

this castle, as may be seea iu Tk^ Feoffariuti^ m 

4pp. 

Walls and Gates. — Seepage 23. 

MoNASTBRT, S^Q.-r-Sce poge 1Q» 

The Church. ^ 
(With a Norih'West Vii^w annexed} 

The following information, concerning the Rectorj^ 
and Vicarage of Oswestrj, was obtained from fhe 
Augmentation Office, A.D« 1819 1 

^^ The Church of Oswestry is doubtless of great an*^ 
tiquitj — ^there was ceftainly a vicarage here antecedent 
to the formation of the; Valor by Pbpe Nicholas thd 
Fourth, A.D. 1S91; for in the record, the original 
of which is preserved in the Excheq^uer^ Oswestr;^ 
is thus recorded: 

'^ St. Asaph. SpivituaUtm. 

Deanery o9 Marchia. 
Church of Oswabtra. l. i. d. 

JReciorjf^ m 1$ 4s 

Ftc^irogftf., «««••*, 8 13 4; 

<< From thb it is evident, thai the vicarial endowxaent 
of Oswestry must be of » dftte prior to IS&l ; and 
in all probability ther€faie> ao ancient,, as <^ preclude 
the expectation of its boing extant. 

" The chinch of O^w^tiy Yf^»y in early time^^g^kea 
to the monastery qf Shrewsbury, and afterwarda ^f^ 
preprinted thereto^ and the wstorf and tithea ^9.^ 

a2 
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verted to the uses of the said monastery. They 
continued to belong to the monastery, until, as 
one of the great religious bouses, Shrewsbury was 
by force of the statute 31 Henry YIII. dissolved, 
when its tithes and other possessions came into the 
hands of the crown." The tithes of Oswestry after- 
wards became the property of the earl of Arundel^ 
and now of the earl of Powis^ who is lord of the 
manor, and patron of the church. 

The church is dedicated to St Mary. The pre- 
lent structure is of no great antiquity : it is spacious, 
and not inelq;ant. The bold square tower at the west 
end is famished with eight harmonious bells, upon 
which is a set of ^* ill-measured chimes»" It appears 
that the chancel commonly called St. Mary's, was 
demolished ^Mn the late wars, anno 1616;" and that 
the tower, and part of the body of the church were 
demolished in the civil wars, 1644. The vicarage- 
bouse, situated on a piece of ground adjoining to the 
church-yard, with many other buildings were burnt 
to the ground in the same year, in consequence of 
the town being besieged. The church was probably 
stripped of every article of value in those unhappy 
times: its andent ^< well-toned organ" graces one of 
Ae churches in London, at the present day* 

The interior has undergone great improvements of 
late years : a handsome organ was erected by sub- 
icription in ISIS. The salaiy of the organist is j£40. 
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per annQm. The velvet cushion and cloth in the 
palpit, and the velvet cloth on the communion table, 
baving the royal arms, and *' A. R. 1702" worked 
tfaereoU} were bequeathed by John Muckleston, esq, 
alderman — mayor in 1693, The service of plate be- 
longing to the church consists of a silver bowl, the 
gift of tlichard Mason, esq. ; ditto, the gift of Richard 
Mason, gent. ; ditto, the gift of Mr, David Edwards; 
a silver plate and salver, the gift of Mrs. Roderick ; 
a large silver flagon, three silver covers to the bowls, 
Silver cup, salver, and a pewter dish*. The iron 
gates &cing the town and the smaller one adjoining, 
were put up by the parish, in 1738, at the expence 
of <i£46. Is. 4d. The elm trees in the churchyard 
were planted at the cost of the Rev. Thomas Owen, 
when vicar of the parish, between the years 1707 
and 1713. 

THE TERRIER. 

^^ Extracted out of the publick Episcopal Registry 

of Saint Asaph." 

<« OflwssTBT. A TERRIER of Landsy Tene^ 

meniSj Gardens^ and Tythes% belonging to the 
Vicarage of Oswestrjfj in the County of Sahp^ 
and Diocess of St. Asaphy taken by the Vicar 
and Churchwardens of the Parish aforesaid^ in 

..^M^^—i — > II ■■III ■» I I l < 

* Account of platc^ from the wardeoi' accoanti^ 17S9k 
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th^ year of aur Jjord 1G8.q^ hj/i ^dzeiik the ifft 
f^muftion of the Apfi^ni Juh^itanis there^ 

*^ All Tythes, both prediall and personall, due and 
payable, and accustomarily paid in the Parish Church 
aforesaid, belong to the Vicarage of the same ; except- 
ing only the great Tythes of Hay and Corn, T^hich 
belong to the ImproprietoF of the said Parish — the 
Hay and Com of the Township of Trefonnen, in the 
said Farisb, excepted, which belongs to the Rectory 
of Llansillin Parish. From Trefonnen Township there 
belongs to the Vicarage of Oswestry but three pence 
for Easter Duties from every marriage, and the third 
part of Wool and Lamb, and for the milch Cows. — 
And under Coed y Gaer^ in the Township of Pentre- 
|;aer, there is no duties paid to the Vicarage of Os- 
westry, but the third pait of Wool and Lamb: the 
Vicar of Llansillin receives their Easter Duties. The 
third part of Tythe Wool and I^mb, and all other 
small Tythes, such as Geese, PigS| Honey, Hemp, and 
Flax, and «uch like, growing and accrueing every 
year from a Township in the Parish of Llany blodwell, 
in (he Cwnliy of 8alop» 9iiii Diocew of SmbI A»ph 
iif9r«iiid| ei^Ued LlynUJAi) Mong ta tb9 Viqmga apd 
VioMT of Oswestry ^ettu4« And Mortuftffie«i 9iB(x>rd- 
ing |o ihe itatote ii^ that bd^alf^ jo tbp VwmV of 
Osyrmbyf bebog to tbff Vi^ar of (he nim0 1 wA ^uch 
Mortuari^ have been paid to the VicaiB of the said 
Parbb &>t many Successions and Oespents^^ fyt tb& 
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%pSi(^ of $evtnty je^rs and tlpwardsy d^^ppedrtik Un^ 
to ts uildeir ttke H^nds df several antient and sub« 
st^ntial torn a( the Parish, many of whom are jel 
&Uve; and the Itund-wt-ttitig in and about the Premised 
x>f some that are dead, all \?ell known unto many 
nmofigst tt^) tibth in ToiVti and Country. But within 
thfe Lilj6tt!w Of the TdWn of Oswestry they arc not 
It'abfe to the Mottuarite aforesaid, though the rest of 
th^ Parish be liable to the i^me. Herbages have not 
ixibn htely paid fai^rew All Tradesnren are to pay font 
p^nce fof their Hand, ouce a Year. Bestdes th^ 
<3htireh.yatd, there are Joyhed to it two little PMtft 
df Omuhd belonging to the Yicar, wUh a Pool be- 
t^eeri thtem. On the one of thcxse two Platts of Ground 
fdrmeTly 6tood a ytearage-fac^Use, which \^as buitit Md 
demolished in the late wars ; vidt. in the Year 6f M4r 
Lof-d 10(4, or thereabouts: when the Ghurth i^ais 
piitled doftiTi, and itrany btiikditigs bttimt, upon the 
account bt a ^iege ttxea laid to the same iTdwn, being 
Iheii a Garrtsoh. "the Chdtch is repaiitd, and the 
Chufch^-yard fenced, upon the Costs and Charges of 
the Parish iYi geherdt*. The Viear hath no right to 
any Seat or Seats, x}V Burying-piace irt the Church. 
There are two Seals ^r^cted in the middle Chancel : 



«* » Aug. 30, W7. tt v^s agreed at a vrrtrey, ikat a lean of 60 
^Bii^s beaaseMefd hj tbto clvarehwan^ffit for thii present yiearr» for 
aod towards finishing of ye church and steeple, and fur getting in of 
ye money that are yett unpaide from the breife/' CAurcA*M. jicc» 
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one by Sir John Bridgemao^ not long since; the other^ 
by Mr. Lloyd, of Llwn y maen, which is of long 
standing. There is a third Seat in St. Mary's Chan* 
oel, formerly Mr. Richard Witcherley's, now Mrs* 
Margaret Lloyd, Mercer. Tilings appertaining to 
the Church of Oswestry : Qife great English Bible^ 
one great Welch BiUe, one English Common Prayer^ 
one Welch Common Prayer, one Book of Constitu- 
tions and Canons, one Book of Articles, one English 
Homily Book, Two Surplicess, one Cloth for the 
Communion Table, a Velvet Pulpit Cloth, and Velvet 
Cusban; three Silver Bowls, one Silver Plate, Two 
great Pewter Flaggons. Published in the Church in 
time of divine Service, the 21st of February, 1685. 
Subscribed the SSrd of the same month, by us^ 

Richard Jones, Vicar; Lloyd, Thomas 

Roberts, Churchwardens; Nicholas Evans, Edward 
Jennings, Phillip Ellis, Richard Jones, Hugh Jones^ 
and John Evans. Here is a Custom in the Parish^ 
of what standing is uncertain, yet no Tythe Pigs be 
paid for a Sow out of the first Farrow of Pigs ; but 
if such Sow be sold out of the Parish, the Owner 
Parishioner is liable to pay six pence for every such 
.first Farrow of Pigs : for every second Farrow after, 
the Vicar is to receive a Tythe Pig." 

'* This 4s a true Copy of the original Terrier^ faiths 
fully compared and examined by John Jones^ Dep* 
Reg:' 



^ 
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LIST OF VICARS. 

David Owain, rector of Whittington, 1532, and 

prebendary of Mjfod 1534, instituted..... 1534 

Peter Brereton 1537 

John Price, L.L. B 1552 

He became prebendary of Myfod 1558, and 
chancellor 1559. 

William Owen 1583 

Wiiiiam Horton... 1587 

Thomas Somerfield 1588 

John Bagshaw, rector of Whittington 1588.. . 1591 

William Morgan, vicar of Pool 1576 1599 

Richard Kgot 1602 

Nathaniel Tattersall, (deprived) 1603 

Richard Myckleston 1612 

JohnKyffin, B. D 1625 

Humphrey Wynne - 1639 

Richard Edwardes 1664: 

Richard Jones 1680 

Samuel Wilson, A. M 1690 

Archibald Guild ...J.. 1694 

Thomas Jones 1697 

Thomas Owen 1707 

Edward Parry 1713 

Thomas Trevor, A. M: Bodynfol 1736 

Turner Edwards, L. L. B. Talgarth 1784: 

Vicar of Llansillin 1802. « 

Daniel Griffiths 1803 

J. W. Bourke, A. M. vicar of St Martins, 1803 1807 

r 
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MONUMENTAL INSCRIPTIONS. 

Against the north waU^ within the churchy is a curious 
monument^ exhibiting a man and woman kneeling^ 

** In memory of Mr. Hugh Yale, aldermaa of 
this town, and Dorothy, his wife, daughter of Roger 
Roden, esq. of Burton, in the county of Denbigh, 
whose bodies are interred within ye chancel of this 
<;hurch, commonly call'd St. Mary's, before its demo^ 
lition in the late wars, anno 1616. They gave to ye 
poor of this town the yearly interest and benefice of 
one hundred pounds, io continue for ever; besides 
other good acts of charity." Beneath this inscription: 
^* Underneath are interred the remains of Margaret, 
the wife of David Yale, esq. daughter and heiress of 
JBdward Maurice, of Cae-mor, gent, she departed this 
life, the SOth day of December, 1754, aged 66. Also 
lye the remains of David Yale, esq. who dy'd Jan* 
the 39th, 1763, aged 81. This was erected by her 
son, John Yale, of Plas yn Yale, clerk." 



On marble tablets on the same side: 

'^ Near this small monument lies the remains of Mrs. 
Mary Griffiths, the wife of William Griffiths, 
gent, one of the aldermen of this corporation : she 
died on the 9th day of August, 1774, in the 7(Kh 
year of her age. Likewise, the remains of the said 
WiLiiiAM Griffiths, who died the 14th day of 
Nov. 1791, in the 81st year of his age." 
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" Vaughan Barrett, esq* died 17th Oct, 1772, 
aged — ^years ; Mary, relict of Yaughan Barrett, esq. 
daughter of Thomas Kjnaston, esq. of Maesburj-hall^ 
in the county of Salop, died gSth May, 1779, aged 
— years; Elizabeth, daughter of Yaughan and Mary 
Barrett, died 6th March, 1792, aged 58y^rs; Le- 
titia, daughter of Yaughan and Mary Barrett, died 
25th March, 1803, aged 71 years. This testimony of 
affection and regard, is erected to their memory by 
Edward Disbrowe, esq. of Walton-upon-Trent, in the 
county of Derby •" 

^*In memory of Elizabeth Yenablbs, who died 
July, 1772, aged 39; Sarah Yenables, who died 
June, 1807, aged 70; Margaret Yenables, who 
died June, 1814, aged 80. Their remains are interred 
in an adjacent vault. They lived virtuously, and * alt 
died in faith,' in stead&st hope of a blessed resur« 
rection.'* 



On elegant mural monuments on the north side of the 

chancel: 
"M. s. 

RICHARDUS MAURIC£» Arm. 

Ad pedem Columns huic Mam. opposite,, 

Ezuvias Mortales^ 

UjEorU Alicije Fllice Thom€e Carpenter 

De Home Com. Herefordiae Arm. 

Cum uoica ex eadcm Filia Anna^ 

Tumulavit, 
Sej^iemb. 4, A. D. 1700, iStat. 22.. 

p 2 
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£t Margarets it idem, 

Secundis ill! Nuptiis conjunctaB. 

Filiie Johamda Price^ A. M. ex qu» 

tJnoin Sascepit Filium Johamum^ 

Com Matre placide dormientem 

Denat. Septemb. 4, A. D. 1716, 
iEtat 32. 

In Uzoram & Libcrorum Memoriam 

H. M. R. Mad RICE, P. C. 

In eodem Tnmnlo 

Et ivoi aliquando Cineres depositnrus, 

Sterna Reqaie fniitnrus, si erga Deum Pietas 

Erga Faupere» Benignitas, erga Omnes summa 

Benevolentia illam Requiem afferre valeant 

Oblit Primo die Jnnii Anno 

Salatit 1749, £t Suae JEtatis 84." 



'^ MDCCCXII. In memory of Lewis Jones, esq; 
for 14 years town-clerk of Oswestry : he died June 
. bih\ in the 56th year of his age. This tablet was 
erected by the corporation of this town, in token of 
their affectionate remembrance of a man, who was 
remarkable for his knowledge of the laws of his coun- 
try; and for his readiness in imparting that know- 
ledge, with a view to prevent litigation among his 
neighbours." ■ 

"To the memory of Elizabeth, the wife of Mr. 
Lewis Jones, who died 26th Sept. 1801, in theSSth 
year of her age. This small tribute of affectionate 
regard, as a testimony of her worth, and an expression 
of his own deep regret, is placed by her surviving 
husband." 
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^' Sacred to the memory of Captain Robbbt 
Watkin Lloyd, of major geaeral Gwynne's regi- 
ment of cavalry, only son of Robert Lloyd^ esq. of 
Swanbilli aged 17. He fell a victim to the yellow 
fever on the S6ih of Jane, 1794f« at Port au Prince^ 
in Saint Domingo, having survived the capture oi 
that place. In him were united a mind firm and 
vigorous; a disposition kind and benevolent; mannefs 
engaging and mild; giving promise of a chamcteir^ 
which might one day have added lustre to his pro- 
fession ; have adorned the circle of polished society, 
and have sweetened the enjoyments of domestic life/' 
— "Sacred also to the memory of Robi^rt Lloyd^ 
esq. of Swanhill, father o{ the above-named Watkin 
Robert Lloyd, who departed this life on the 3rd day 
of October, 1803, aged 58. By that event, his family 
lost an affectionate husband and father ; the county, 
an upright magistrate ; and the publick, an amiable 



man*" 



A superb monument at the east end of the chancel \ 

^^ Robert Powell Lloyd, son of Robert Lloyd, 
of Swanhill, esq. by Sarah, his 2nd wife, died I Ith 
March, Anno 1769, and was interred in the vault 
beneath, aged 5 years. Sarah, mother of the #bove 
R. P. Lloyd, died 19th of Aug. 1790, aged 59 years. 
Also, Robert Lloyd, esq. the father, died 5th of 
April, 1793, aged 72 years." 
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A neat tablet at the same end: 
^'Sacred to the memory of Thomas Trevor, 
derk, M. A* son of Roger Trevor, of Bodyofoli in 
the Gonnty of Mont^mery, esq. vicar of this parish 
50, and ofRhuabon, 15 years; ehaplain to sir W. 
Williams Wjmne, baronet ; and one of his Majesty^s 
justices of the peace for the counties of Salop and 
Denbigh, ^ho died the 39th of February, 1784, aged 
76. Of manners unaffected, he performed the service 
of the church with a peculiar grace ; and by a pro- 
priety of elocution, attracted the attention, and raised 
the devotion of his hearers. He was an active and 
upright magbtrate, a tender husband, kind relation, 
and steady friend. He married twice — ^first, Eliza- 
beth, daughter of Edward Maurice, of Treiedrhyd, 
in the county of Montgomery, esq. 1 1th June, 176S : 
Afterwards, Ann, daughter of Gabriel Wynne, of 
Dolarddyn, esq. and relict of George Robinson, of 
Brithdir, esq. both in the coun(y of Montgomery, 
who survived." 



On handsome tablets near the communion table: 

^^ Sacred to the Rev. Turner Edwards, L. L. BL 
vicar of this parish, and of Llansilin, in the county 
of Denbigh : rural dean of Marchia, in the diocese 
of St.* Asaph; and one of his Majesty's justices of 
peace for the county of Salop : he departed this life 
on ^he 10th Jan. 1803, aged 44, leaving an afflicted 
widW, with five children, to deplore his untimely 



x: 
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loss. Also underneath lie (he remains of Sarah, relict 
of ^be abovft Rev. Turner Edwards, and second daugh-» 
ter of the late William Birch Basnett, esq. she departed 
this life on the J 6th December, 1814, aged 53. This 
monument, a slender token of duty and affection, was 
erected by their surviving children. Turner, John, 
William, James, and Mary Anne." 

^^ Sacred to the memory of the Reverend Joseph 
Yenablcs, L.L.B. who was born 31st Aug. 1726, 
and died 14th of 1810. As a minister of the Gos- 
pel, he illustrated his precepts by his example, by 
his piety, benevolence, and general character as a man. 
To his relations, his affection and kindness were un- 
bounded ; for society, his friendship was ardent and 
sincere; and when his Creator called him to another 
and a better world, he closed a long and well-spent 
life respected and laonented." 

A tablet near the above — To the memory of Tho- 
mas Kynaston, of Measbury, esq. who died in 
1710, aged S3; also of .three of his children, and 
five grand-children. 

I 

On a pUdn slab near the surplice room : 
^^ Sweeney vault. — Underneath lie the remains of 
Edward Browne, esquire, who departed this life 
22nd February, 1794, aged 80." 

There are several stones in this part of the churcB^ 
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memorials of the ancient family of the Lloyds of 
Llwynymaen. The arms of .that family (an-eagle dis- 
played) upon two of the stones, are nearly obliterated. 

On a neat marble tablet near the surplice room : 

BBVARDO • BROWNE 
DB . OSWESTRY. IN • COMIT ATV . SALOFIEMSI 

ARHIGBRO 



aVI • VIXIT , ANN . Lxzz • DECESSIT . vur . C ALEND • MART. 



ANNO .SACRO • ci3.i3Cc.ljezzzuii 

SARA . CONIVX . THOMAE . NETHBRTON • PARKER 

HABRES . BITS • EX.ASSE 

FIO . GRATO • QVE • ANIMO 

IN • AT^YNCVLYM • OPTIME . DE . SE • MERITYM 

HOC • MONYMBNTYM 

FACIVNDYM . CVRAYIT. 



Near the above is a memorial of John Lloyd, 
late of Gloucestershire, gent, who died September S6, 
1736, aged 55 : also of Rebecca his wife, who died 
May, 1774, aged 64. 

A Latin inscription on the opposite column records 
The memory of Mrs. Martha Hipvisley, the 
wife of Organ Hippisley, of Lambourn, Berks, who 
died Jan. SSth, 1728 aged S7; of Mrs. Powell, 
relict of J. Hippisley, and wife of William Powell^ 
M. A. who died Nov. S3, 1729; alsoof Kathbrine^ 
relict of archdeacon Landford, intened March 9th, 
1751, aged 74. 
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On the same column^ a tablet — "Sacred to the 
memory of Richard Paice, surgeon^ one of the 
senior aldermen of this town, obt. 26 Sept. 1790^ 
at. 60." 



A brass plate near the organ goBery steps^ 

To the memory of Elizabeth, second daughter 
of Henry Wynne, esq. of Dollarddyn, Montgomery- 
shire, died 4th May, 1794, aged 37. 



Another brass plate near the above: — Mauy, wife 
of Humphrey Mostyn, esq. died Sept. 3, 1781, aged 
GOfL also of Humphrey, youngest son of William, 
Mostyn, esq. of Brungwyn, Montgomeryshire, died 
12th Jan. 1786, aged 60. 



On a small tablet facing the middle aisle : 

^^At the foot of this pillar lie the remain^ of Anx, 
the wife of Thomas Vernon, gent, she departed this 
life 2Ist March, 1784 : also the above Thomas Yer- 
NON, deceased 25th Dec. 1785, aged 53." 



A neat tablet on the south wall: 

" Sacred to the memory of Mary Vaughan 
Davibs, who died the 26th day of December, 1800, 
aged 26 : also to the memory of Alice Thorkbs, 
widow, who died the 22nd day of June, 1801, aged 
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73 years : also Margaret Williams, i^pinster, who 
died the 20th d^y 6f Fcb^uaiy, 1812, aged 81 years/' 



IN THE CHURCHYARD 

Arc toi^b^tones, with appropriate inscriptions, me- 
luqrials of fiev^al ^Fr^nch tprisonerg of war, who died 
in Oswestry on th^r pflvole, between tire years 1811 
and 14. On one of these tl^re is an inscription in 
mock Hebrew or Cabalistic characters. 

Before this firticle is condnded it is necessary to 
'obseite, that as the welsh langua^ is retained in 
many .paiis ot the parish, diviiie service was, i^til 
lately, .performed in ti^e - ehnrch once a month. — 
A commodious room over the town^eterk's office is 
used for that purpose-lbr-tbe present. 



It sometimes happens, that the name of a pfoce, 
or 6f the site, is, afier a length of time, the only in- 
dication of the once-splendid possessors* existence, or 
the buildiog that once rose on its site : thus, by the 
name of a field, Croft y Spyttj/y that is, the Croft 
of the Hospitallers f it is intimated, that the Knight 
Hospitallers had once some establishment here; and 
by that of Erw Sprudion^ that is, the Acre of Spru- 
dioriy ox'Spiridiony'thvit there was a Church or Chapel 
dedicated to ttris nominal saint; for in fact, he was 
no more. The name Spiridion, which signifies a 
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little spear> (and in this instance, the spear "which 
pierced our Saviour's side) being found- by the monks 
in their calendar, they, in the days of ignorancQ,. 
mistook the word for the name of a saint ; and thu&i 
Spiridion. became Saint Spiridion^, and was long in 
great favour^ To him,, probably, this field wfw 
dedicated. 

Near the town also, is Brt/n Rimmon; but it is so 
unlikely that the Bryn or hill should have been any 
way devoted to the Pagan deity, Rimmon, that it is 
preferable io suppose the proper name to have been 
Brynyr hummarij that is, the Hill on which Tennis 
was plaj/ed. 

At a moderate distance from the town, and on the 
left of the Shrewsbury road, there is, in a field which 
extends to the road, a Stone Pillar, about seven 
feet high, and twelve in circumference; and in another 
field about a quarter of a mile farther on, there is a 
similar pillar. Each of the fields, and probably at 
first, the whole space in which these pillars stand, is 
called Maes t/ garreg llwydj that is, the Plain or 
Field of the Sacred Stone. Llwyd being an epithet 
of the Deity ; as in the expression, *' Duw llwyd^* 
the Sacred God. Between these two pillars, there is 
•till visible a part of ditch, called the DexiPs Ditch; 
and adjacent to the fitrthest field, is another, called 
Cac'rycham Bannog^ or the Field of the bossed Oxen^ 

a 2 



116 HISTORY OF 



According to a tradition, common in Wales, these 
oxen were twins, and employed by Hu Gadarn, a 
hero of antiquity to draw a monster out of a lake, 
by which means he saved the country from being 
inundated. The popular tradition of the Devil's Ditch 
is, that an evil spirit formed it, in order to convey 
water to dbluge the country ; and that the ditch was 
in one night carried as far as Wynn-stay, but that 
when the said evil spirit had carried it so far, the 
cock crew ; he was obliged to desist, and it was left 
unfinished. Absurd, however, as these traditions may 
appear, they lead to the true origin : viz. that this 
ground, and the pillars, had some reference to the 
Deluge. And it may reasonably be presumed, that 
in the space included between these pillars, some 
Druidical rites were performed, in commemoration of 
the Delugie. The setting up a pillar, and consecrating 
it to the Deity, was a memorial of reverence to Him 
in the time of the Patriarchs : as we read in Genesis, 
that Jacob set up a stone pillar, and consecrated it, 
in memory of his devoting himseli to the worship 
of the true God. And hence it may be concluded, 
that these, and such pillars, were in like manner the 
memorials — rude indeed, but durable — of Pagan tra- 
dition. It is renoiarkable^ that these stones, large as 
they are, must have been brought to their present situ- 
ation from a considerable distance, as it has also beea 
observed of other similar pillars^ in notany instances. 
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To return to tbe town: there are. four dissenting 
places of worsliip ; namelj, the Independent Cha- 
pel, Street- Arthur, erected about 1700. The minister 
at present (1815) is the Rev. John Whitridge. This 
chapel supports a school for the education of children 
of both sexes. 

The Baptist Chapel, Under the Walls, erected 
in 1805. 

The Wesletan Chapel, Black-gate, erected in 
1813. The Rev. — ^Schofield, minister. 

The Welsh Methodist Chapel, on the road 
leading from Willow-gate to Castle-field, erected 1814. 

A room in an old house, on the top of Bailey- 
street, lately occupied by Mr. Roberts, hatter, was 
formerly used as a place of worship by the Roman 
Catholics; the pulpit of which, remained until within 
these few years. 

Ladt Eure's Alms-hotjses 

Are situated near the turnpike-gate, Willow-street. 
This lady was an ancestor of Mrs. Orrasby Gore, of 
Porkington. On a square stone in front of the houses 
is the following inscription : 

PORKINGTON ALMS-HOUSES, 

erected bt 

lady EURE, 

1623: 

REPAIRED BT 

'Mrs. MARGARET ORMSBY» 
ISOl. 
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Tub House of Industry, 

Is a very extensive building, situated about a mile 
from the town, near the road leading towards Pool. 
It was erected a few years ago by the joint sub- 
scription of the town and parish of Oswestry, the 
several parishes of Whittington, Felton, St. Martins, 
Chirk, Sellatyn, Knockin, Kinnerley, Ruyton, Llan- 
sillin, Llanyblodwell, and the township of Llwyntld* 
man, in the parish of Lli^ymynech, for the use of 
their poor. — ^The board'-days arc held every Mondasiu 
A writer*, speaking of this structure, observes, that 
^Mt is a ridiculously-splendid brick-building, intea- 
ded, not for a purpose which its exterior seems to 
prompt, but for the abode of the indigent and wretched. 
It is a strange preversion of common sense, made by 
ostentation and folly, when elegance and show become 
the concealment of poverty and distress. Convenience, 
humility, and obscurity, should rather distinguish the 
dwelling of the uufortunate, whetiiec their circum- 
stances be derived from their own crimes or from the 
crimes of others." The eiUensive Calico PaiNTiirt^ 
Works of Henry Warren, esq. ai^ situated near 
the house of industry, upon a fine stream of water, 
called the Morda ; from which, the hamlet takes its 
name. 



• Nicholtra*! Canbriaii Trar. Goide^ page 881 . 
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The 'PfiEG Grammar School 

Of Oswestry, is pleasantly situated on the west side 
of Ae town. The present buiiding was erected in 
.1780* This seminary of learning was founded and 
endowed, as early as the reign of Henry the Fourth, 
by *f one Davy Hulbecfae, a lawyer, steward of the 
towne and lorddiip, who gave x li land to it*." 
J. Kynoston Powell, esq. M. P. now holds the office, 
which David Holbetche, the founder of the school, 
formerly Jield. 

Tiie following is an extract from Tfaeoph. Joneses 
History of Brecknockshire, vol. 1st, p. 166: ^'Stowe 
6ays, Owen Glyndwr was pardoned at the intercession 
of David Holbetche^ esq." In a note is the followiag 
remark : *' David Holbetdie was inade a denizen, or 
free citizen of England, in the eighth of Henry (be 
^Fourth. Cotton's records by Pryimtj page 458." 

Several fields .in the township of Sweeney, in the 
parish of Oswestry, which make part of the endow* 
ment of Oswestry School, are called the Ilolbetches. 

The i]iider*mentioned is taken from the book of the 
sdioOl, by favour of the Rev. James Donne, A. M. 
present Head Master; who has, at no trifling expence, 
greatly improved the school house, and likewise re- 
gained seme property, of which this fiMindation bad 

* Leland— who travelled through Oswestry id the reign of Ben VIII. 
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been deprived^ through the remissness of some of his 
predecessors: 

^^ At Oswestry 9 in the county of Salop ^ the tenth 
day ofJpril, in the eleaventh yeare of ye reign of 
our Sovereign Lordj Charles, by the grace of 
God of EfJgland, Scotland, France^ and Ireland^ 
King ; Defender of the Fmthy Sfc. 

** WHEREAS by an Inquisition taken at Oswestry 
aforesaid, yc seaventeenth day of 7bcr last, before the 
right reverend Father in God, John Lord Bishop of 
Saint Asaph; Sir Robert Eyton, Knight; William 
Griffith, Doctor of Law, Chancellor to ye said Lord 
Bishop ; Richard Prytherch, Esq. John Davies, Esq. 
John Williams, Robert Foulks, George Griffith, John 
Kyffin, Clerk ; and William Owen, Gent, by virtue 
of his Majestie's Commission out of his Majestie's high 
Court of Chancery to them and others directed, and 
hereunto annexed, to enquire for and concerning cha- 
ritable uses in the County of Denbigh, and in certain 
Parishes in the County of Salop therein mentioned, and 
within the Diocess of Saint Asaph, according to the 
Statute in that Case made and provided, by ye Oath 
of Roger Tievor, and other sufficient Freehoulders of 
of the said County of Salop, and of ye said Places and 
Diocese, It was found, that in ye Towne of Oswestry 
aforesaid there is, and for many years there has been, a 
Free Grammar Schoole, founded by one David Hol- 
l>ech, who did grant and leave, for ye maintainance of 
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a Schoolmaster, and y« ReparatioD of y« SchoolboQae 
there, the Lands, Tenements, and Hereditaments in the 
Inquisition mentioned* — ^but in what sort y« said Lands 
and Tenements were granted or left, or to whom, and 
when, or bj whom to be disposed, sett, or lett of right^ 
and according to ye said Founder's Entention or Di- 
rection y« said Jury did finde they did not know.— • 
Howbeit they Foujid that by the most common and 
generall usage, y« Bayliffi of ye said Towne, and y^ 
Schoolmaster have, for the most part, jointly set, htp 
and disposed of the same ftr use and for Mayntenanoa 
of the School&-M<r* and Schoolhouse — [JETere follows 
an accoufU of some abuses dm the part of the then Bai* 
tiffs f a discharge of these two from their trusty tmth an 
injunSiion to them to make good their default i after 
whichy the deed proceeds thusi] We do order and 
: enjoin, that the Nomination and placing of the School- 
' Mr. there, shall be left to the Bishop and Ordinary of 
'. the said Diooess for the.time being, according to Law ; 
./^id thai the said Edward Payn (the then Schoolmaster) 
and his Successors, Scbool-M^. of the said School, 
: from time to time, and at all times, from and after the 
Feast of All Saints next ensuing, shall and may let and 
set the said Premises, or any part thereof, in Possession 
and not in Reversion, for the term of seven years, un- 
der, from the Date, or making thereof, so as such 



* The total qaantity of land belonging to thU foundatioB, accost- 
ing to a survry made bar BIr* G. Tates, ii M acrcit 
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te iibl^iflt&yiit 1mpefU)bii^ of Waste, 'and so as the 
tt^tWiA ymAy fiS^ts facftte^nientioDedy or more^ be 
ilf«Mi|Mi TMnn^ Had pliyible dqring the said term; 
and mwk4h^ aomttit of y» BMiop and Chancdilor of 
the kdid Diooesfe for the tkno hAng, and of the two 
WkfUmot tbe^aid Town of Osvvtsitiy for the tioke be- 
ings <WbsmoPiihe said fiiAop always to be one) be SM 
iHRHtt writing) midair tbeir htlndsy fibr the making of 
«udi 'Lease. Aadf >wbereas ft was confessed and proved 
htfyl»mt tfbat ifane hfllh be^n almys an Usher in (he 
aaidSMipdr, iniJtbatAe^Schaol^M^ allowed him ten 
piMds^ ta ydati We do cArder afid -decree^ the said 
Si;1lOoi^lffv for tfae tiitie being, afaaii ahrsljf^ hme an 
Usher ^ihk mi SoboolTtnid Ihat be shalt allow him 
ihd ^p)^y^ him 4efi jknmd?' ever/ year-, at Hhe Feast of 
PhiHip «mA Jaeob« and All SaMita, ywrfy, t^ equal 
poiitibns to be paid : and shfedt abb pay him so maeb 
more ovelr^ad above the Jasd ten pounds out of the 
inf^roVed rents^^^^^ that the "whole Stipend of the sMd 
iUier ahiU mt^xOied: the «um of ifie^ poands a yftur 
oilheitiMe/ 

<^3^.& Thc^ whofe fanprdved rents of the lands ^t 
Ikis time wis mSU^. 199. id. pa AM." 

I4ST OF H^AO MASTEBS. 

~f-* ifa^aald9^» appointed... iS87 

David Morris, vicar of Llansilin 1561 1561 

John Berkley. D. D. rector of JLlanddoget 1606 1606 
He becamo viiarof i4laiisadaaBl£lt5iecior 






of Newtown 16 IS, leotpr of ItJwfyUiQ^ IQHt 
prebendary of lilanvajr. Secoqd CjoD^pQ^ioa 
1621^ and rector of Ii|and|r«iiil 16S2. 
John Kyffin.««.r»»,«4#. •^•«*«^^^«^»»«.ii# 

LIpyd. .•.....•••••♦.•. .•^•^^p,,^. MB* 

Inward Payine^ A. Af . ..... ^ .^. ^. ......^^ ... . . . « Mi36 

Rector of Kanmaes ISQi^ rim of Kiovep^jr 
1668. This gentleman wa3 t^tsd in tfeq 
time of Oliver Cromweirs Usurpation. — 
See the Pt:oi6£iot*ilfiUer in the nextpage^ 

William Gril5th3 ,..-,..^...^...^^. 1661 

Thomas Clopton .^ ,..-. 1672 

Rector of Kilken 1673, canon 1675, rector of 
Llanrwit 1677, prebendaiy of Myfod and 
rector of C^tle^caereinion 1678, ai^ rector 
of Chrktletoii,^ Cheshire. 
John Evans, rector^-of Newtowp 1^^......... 1678 

Canon 1681, and repler ^ Qeirisw iSSS* 
Edward Wicken.i.. ........... .......... — r — 

Andrew Guild 1694 

Thomas Jones 1697 

Daniel Pool 1705. 

■ ■ ' ■ Lloyd. ...........*...,..... ....... 

Robert FMrick 

Reetor of Kemmaes 1717, 4anoa 1718, and 
Kctor of Mallwyd 1733. 
JohaJSkjre, fwtor of Bcnicw >17a0.. .«•.•..« IZS$ 
Vioir«fyaasittinl75». 

»2 
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Owen Reynolds, about -^ ; 1769 

Charles AnsM Tisdale 1772 

JGusebius Edwards, Pemb. Coll. Ox 1781 

i^ines DcHine, M. A. scoond uaelot oC Ibe King's 
School, Chester 1791, minor canon of Chester 

3796.., 1796 

Vicar of Lhinyblodwel 17%, and ntral dean 
pfMarcbiftlSO^. 

OBvar CromweWs recommeniaiion of a Htad School- 
master,— 'The name ia-a Fac-smale of his own htmd- 
writingi and heads the letter thus ■> 



Trv^ St WsLaXLorEDt 

Wbr bang informed that theffiree Schook of Oar 
T&wne of OsmeHrecy is sow xoyd of a head Schoole- 
' Master settled there, by reason of the Delinquency 
and EjeBion of Edward Paine, late Schools-Master 
thereof. Have thought fUt to recommend vnto you Mr. 
John EvanSf the Sonne of Matthew Etms, Late of 
Penegoes, in the Countte of Mountgoinery, a» a/Ut 
person both far pietjf find lamang, la be head. $cb»la- 
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Master of the s^ Schoole ; and thai so farre as in you 
fyeSf the said Mr, Evans may he forthzo^ settled and 
hroested there accordingly: which AB of tfo^ Wee 
shalbe ready to conjirmej if it be adjudged requisit 
and proper for Vs* And not doubting of the perfor* 
mance of thisy Our pleasure, Wee comittyou to God 
and rest. Given at Whitehall^ this thirteenth day of 
July, 1657. 

On the Cover — To Our Trusty and Welbeloved the 

Bailiffes Sf Free Burgesses of Our Towne of 

OswestreCf 

' These. 

Endorsed — This letter we Rec4 

ye 9th of Sept. 1657. 

*^ Besides the grammar school here, in which several 
men of note have been educated, there was formerly 
a Charitt School, where forty boys were cloathed^ 
and taught to read, write, and cypher ; and the girls 
to spin, knit, and sew. Divers ingenious methods were 
made use of, in this school, to excite the children to 
out-strip each other in their learning ; some of which 
deserve imitation : twenty were set against other twenty 
for shoes, and the twenty that performed their tasks 
best, bad shoes first. Then ten more of the boys were 
aet against other ten for the like piemtum; and se 
ODy till they were all shod* To the like purpose, ia 
the girk^ school^ a shift was put up for the best spia* 
ner, a head-dresa for the best semptress, a pair of 
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iBlQckbgB fer tbe bost biitter, tia weH aa « l^ibl^i^ 
tiie bM f!Biid6r» and a oopy4iQok fur the bort wril^i*." 
Tiie Smd^ of this cbltiity iiie now applied to tbft 110Q pf 

Thc Qswbstet National Schools. 

The National fioeietjr gt¥« nCSOO^ and Uie toma^ as 
iMcJi as made up the cMdmcy to iwi^base tbe iwe* 
sent school-room over the town-cIerk*s offioe^ and ti|(^ 
fitting it up for the instruction of schoolmasters foe. 
Wales^ accoidiq^ to the plan adopted by that socjfcty ; 
and also for the edu<»tion of the children of the poor 
in the town and neighbourhood. There are upwards 
of one hundred boys in the school at present Mc 
John Morris, schoolmaster. 

There h also a Sdiool for Girls in the town-iball, 
wbiehi as veil a$ the boys* school, is supported by 
atittUfil subscriptions and donations, and a charitj 
seaiio% jrettrly* Mrs. Williams, schoolmistress. 

« 

Tue OUILD-UALL 

k jUnated nmi 4be site of the casiQe, and fof^m^cm 
aide ti Urn spaeiaua squave ^kd •the Baii^Ji^j.-^ 
It is a ptaid ilone boildtof , with iiigb a €|oc1k4iI9^ 
and oom^nsGB a hNig lieom, where the. ^iiat^afssjoni 
lad Athc^ pnUfe aftUts of (he tawn we taosaoMi 
B jai7iMsp% (And SfMe benanth (ho ishoh^iisoAaiik 






dweUiQ^bottiie^aiid sbop. The goiId-*haIl is the pri- 
YBie pvQpefiy of thd caA of Powif, A few yc^cs 
i^p, peroaii^ioii ivas obtained from his lordship to 
cMvert the ground«floor te(to a mark6t*hjill; but this 
bfl» not j^t bom effected. 

The Town-clerk's Office 

Is a Io% building near the guild^hall^ erected with 
the stone belonging to the town gates after their de- 
molitioiij flanked with two neat brick-built houses. 
The records of the corporation are deposited here.— <- 
The cells or places of terapocarj confinement, are 
poQtigapus to the office. A room oy^ the office is 
used as a school, and for performing the Churcli 
service in Welsh. 

*' Market-house ob Cross. 

The first structure of this kind^ of which there is 
muf oecord, aad probably the only oae erected in the 
toi^n, was a stone or limber tmifttthg, ^dccupying the 
Cefltr^ oT the space now called the Cross; probably 
from a cross which iormer^ stood near it^ according 
io the general custom in the days <^ Popery. In 
ih# rdign of Henry Y III. Leland saith^ ^ Ihere goUh 
thorough the towne b^ the cross a broke, &c.'^ 1559, 
the Murenger of the town, in his accounts, ^^ dothe 
dinrge b^m seHf with money due upoa th«m that sell 
sbrdd, sottinge of stalles, selinge wares, &c. by Ae 
fraR?." it appeito the lepnis owtr the sanie weve 
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let. to some of the burgesses or other inhabitants. — 
1597, the bailifls leased a chamber ^^over themarAre^- 
houiCf situated in the Crosse-street, for 5;. a year.** 
82nd Charles I. Morris Evans and Thomas Edwards, 
bailifi of Oswestry, grant unto Thomas Griffiths ^^all 
those two lofts, sollars, or chambers, &c. adjoining' to 
Crosse-street. &c. together with the tozxm waighis^ for 
twenty-one yeres." Of the time of its erection there 
is no authentic account. A temporary shed or place 
of resort was standing within the memory of persona 
now living. From hence, the processions proceeded 
on days of Corpus Christi; and here, proclamations 
were made of the fairs, kings* accessions, &c. A finv 
items, under the latter head, are taken from some of the 
public accounts of the town. 

1588. — *' For woode \q begin the bonne fire at her said 

majestie's coronacon - - - 8 

For ikcottf to make fire at the crofise - 8 

lT08.-*-To Mr. Charles Uoyd, for ale - - 16 Q. • 

Tvro bottles of wine at the Cross - - 3 4 

17 18.-^Iaip. paid Thomas Edwards for wine for the pro- 
clamation day, and for the thanksgiving and 
powder - - - - B 7 

1788.— To 5 fires - - - - 1 

1730. — Fayd drink to the boony fieri ye king*s crown 

nation day - - - - 10 0^ 

The handsome pump lately put up at the crosB^ 
at the expence of the adjacent householders, with an 
iron iadlf suspended to il by a chain^ reminds us of 
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an observation in Mr. Strait's ^'Anglo-Saxon ^ra/* 
in which he says, 'Uhat Edwin caused cups of brasv 
to be fastened to the clear springs and wells, for tbp 
refresHment of the passengers.V 

'^ Thi^ ball, (see the annexed engraving) found near 
the Cross, in Oswestry, and now in the possession o( 
W. Ormsby Gore, esq. is undoubtedly the weight, 
used at the end of the beam in that mode of weighs* 
ing called the Auncel Weighty as practised in the 
time of Edward III ; being subject to great deceit, 
in the S4th of that reign it was prohibited by sta«i 
tute, and the even balance or scale commanded in 
its stead. On the first shield, is the arms of £ng«» 
land, simply, which dates it before the l5th of £d«» 
^ard, as I believe in that year he claimed the crown 
of France, and immediately placed the arms of that 
kingdom in the first quarter of his shield. On the 
second, the bearing of her lordSf the noble Fitzalans, 
a lion rampant. The third shield has an eagle dis^ 
played ; the arms, most probably, of the gentleman 
who filled the ofiice of steward: it was borne by the 
Lloyds of Llwynymaen, and other ancient families 
iti the neighbourhood. As John Davies, esq. lecorderi 
i()35, in his obseryations, says, ''they had sometimes 
poblemen, knights, and esquires of the best quality, 
to be their stewards." I am decidedly of opinion, 
if ever the town of Oswestry used an armorial bearing, 
it was that of the Fitzalans, as on Ibis bdU* Ttl9 

4 
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borscj with ^be oak branch in bis mouth, as on tbe 
New-gate, was the crest of the Fitzalans. (S^e page 
27.) At Trenewydd, near Whittihgtoo, ,is a very 
ancient carving of the horse and oak bough;, and as 
the Lloyds of that house bore the eagle, probably 
one of them may have been the steward above alluded 
to*.'^ 

The Theatab 

Stands at the bottom of Lower Brook-street. It is 
neatly fitted up, and a respectable company of co- 
medians perform therein a few weeks in the autumn. 

The Bank 

Of Messrs. Croxon, Jones, Groxon, and Co. id stfu^ 
ated in Willow-street. Agents, Messrs. ffito\*ii, Cobb, 
and Co. Bankers, London. 

The Post-office 

Is kept at the Cross Foxes Inn, ChurchHstreet, wbete 
the mail coach arrives from London every evening 
at about half-past ten ; and returns from Holyhead 
about three o'clock in the morning. This inn is re- 
plete With every convenience, and is supposed to be 
equal to any in the whole line of communication be-^ 
tween London and Holyhead. The house is spacious 
and elegant, and the assembly room is equally so. 



* This accouDt of the baU was comaiumcated by Mr, Bowcb^ aa ia^ 
Ceniont aatiquariai^ of Shrewsbury* 

ft2 
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The isaikie observations apply to the Cross Keys Inn, 
Leg^stieet, to which place, and the Cross Foxes, the 
London and Holyhead stage coach alternately arrives 
every day* 



c 
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As the following persons do not occur Under an jr 
head in the work, they are given in this place. 

In an old book of Welsh pedigrees, &c. the wri» 
ter, referring to Ifton, says^ <^ 1 saw, in the district of 
Oswestry, a deed signed by Gutttn Owaik, for land 
there* His name was written, Grufiyd ap Hugh ap 
Owain, alias Guttyn Owain." He was one of the 
most distinguished of the Welsh poets of the fifteenth 
century; an excellent genealogist, and wrote out a 
complete copy of the Welsh history, which is still 
in exbtence, and very valuable. It seems, from the 
libove notice, that he lived near Oswestry, and pro* 
bably at Ifton. 

JoHlr iSwii^NBiitb^, Mn ot Thomas Swinnertotl^ 
bf this town, being bred a merchant-^taylor in Lon*> 
don, was lord mayor thereof, in 1612. He founded 
li monthly sermon to be preached in this church, 
Imd the churches of Shrewsbury, Ellesmere, and 
Whitbhurch ; with an annual bequest to the poor of 
each pl&ce*. 

Ite? . Wk Robert9*6 MSt 



MM*> 
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la the year 1678, Thomas Jones, of Oswestry, 
sometime domestic and naval chaplain to his rojal 
highness the duke of York, (afterwards James II.) 
published a learned tract; the title of which is— ^ 
*^ Of the heart and its right sovereign, and Romq no 
mother«church to £ngland ; or an historical account 
of the title of our Brittish Church, and by what minis- 
try the gospel was planted in every county ; with a 
Remembrance of the rights of Jerusalem above, in the 
great question, Where is the true Mother-church of 
Christians ?'^ In this tract there is much information, 
and its being addressed to James, is a proof of the 
sincere and very laudable zeal of the author; but 
James was too much a bigot, for argument to have 
any effect upon him. 
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1673 

1674 

1675 
1676 
1677 

1678 



Richard Pope, es^. 
first mayor 
Sir John TreVor, 
master of the rolls 
Richard Edwards 
Rich. Lloyd, Ford 
John Blodwell 

John Lloyd, dy- 
ing in his mayor- 
alty, succeeded by 
Edward Owen 



1679 Richard Price 

1680 John Glover 

1681 Peter Griffiths 

1682 Humphrey Foulks 

1683 William Price ap- 
pointed instead .of 
Thomas Edwards, 
who died before he 
was sworn 

1681 Hugh Jones 
1685 Phillip Ellis, esqsr 
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16B6 Sif Robert Owen, 
bi^rt. Porkingtoa 

1687 Roger Edwards 

1688 Morgan Powell 

1689 Thomas Jones 

1690 Tbo. Powell, Park 

1691 Thomas Pritchaixi 
1699 John Mackleston 
1«93 John Price 

1694 David Lloyd 

1695 Rich. Jones, esqrs. 

1696 Sir Robert Owen, 
bart. second time 

1697 John Skye 

1698 Nathan. Edwards 

1699 P^ter Jones, Llan- 
fyllin 

J 700 Francis Tomkies 

1701 William Jones 

1702 Humphrey Daven- 
port, Hayes*gate 

1703 Roger Green 

1704 Tho. Powell, Park 
second time 

1705 Rob. Lloyd, Aston 

1706 John Davics 

1707 Edw. Lloyd, Tre- 
newydd 

1708 Thomas Tomkies 

1709 Thomas Kynaston, 
Maesbury 

1710 John Price^ second 
time 



1711 Rich. Jones, ditto 

1712 John Skye, ditto 

1713 Roger G Teen, dilto 

1714 John Davies, dilta 

1715 Thomas Warter 

1716 George Edwards 

1717 Rob. Lloyi^, Afiiimi 
second time 

1718 Owen Hughes 

1719 Thomas Edwards 

1720 John Evans 

1 721 Richard Payne 

1722 Richard Maurice 

1723 Nathaniel Price 

1724 Peter Poval, dying 
in his mayoralty, 
succeeded by Ow- 
en Hughes 

J 725 John Kyffin 

1726 Richard Thomas 

1727 Ed. Lloyd, Lwyn- 
ymaen 

1728 Watkin Williams 

Wynn 

1729 Chas. Lloyd, Tre- 

newydd 

1730 Wm. Owen, Pork- 

ington 

1731 John Huxley 

1732 JohnMytton,HaI- 
ston 

1733 Nathan. Kynaston 

1734 Richard Powell 
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1735 Robert WilCams 

1736 Robert Barkley 

1737 Thomas Jones 

1738 John Burgess 

1739 Corbclt Kynaston, 

djing in his may- 
omlty, succeed, by 
Thomas Toitikics 

1740 WtHiam Price 
I7ilt John Jones 
1749 J^)hn tf oghes 

1743 John Mort 

1744 Peter Williams 

1745 DaTid Morris 

I74fl Richard Lloyd 

1747 Richd. Williams, 
Penbedw 

174» Vinceirt Pbipps 

1 749 Nathaniel Jones 

1750 John Griffiths 

1751 John. Williams 

1752 John Griffiths 

1753 Edward Price 

1754 Thomas Joaes 

1755 John Jones 

1756 Thomas Ratbbone 

1757 Edward Evans 

1758 John Basnett 

1759 Natteniel Prioe 

1760 Edward Erafm 

1761 Robert Lloyd 

1762 Richard Price 
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ANCIENT CUSTOMS : 

Chiefltf cotlectedfixm " Obs. on' Pop. Antiq.*^ 4h^; 



Shrotb TvE&DAr, conmonhf catted'FkvcAKE Day. 

JL HE luxuiy aad inlempemiee that usually pre* 
vailed at this season, were vestiges of the Roman 
Carnival, which the learned Moresin derives from the 
timcft of Gentilism, introducing Joamles Boemus Au« 
faanus as d^seribiiig it thus : ^^Mm eat and drink and 
iiUEindcNi themselves to every kind ol^portivefboleryj^ 
aaif reK»h«d!to have their fip oftpleasiMPe befiHe^tiiegr 
imel6die." Thiurab^SeUen^ <' What the ChUrdi 
Mbtm us one dajr> she gives us leave to take out 
anolher.'' Tihe: gseot bsU which used (abe ruogton 
ibis day, to caH ihepeot^e; together for the purpese 
of . oottfessing tiieit sins^ was called PanotAe^biHi % 
hiH)oe whteh- il «slitti Rtaii|f» 

J^i^ anniverfarjr of thi8> pdrw saint q( Wales jias 

^Kq iSJIR^^UMnaUj ^*ratj«l,rt llieT^fie TttMf i» 

T 
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Buley-flCnyt. St* David, archbishop of MencTjr, now 
from him called St. DaTid's, in Pembrokeshirey l!ou- 
Tished in the fifth and sixth centuries of the Chris- 
tian aera, and died at the age of 140. Mr. Walpole 
in&rms us, ^^ in the days of King Arthur, St. David 
von a great victory over the Saxons, having ordered 
every one of his soldiers to place a Leek in his cap, 
for the sake of distinction ; in memory whereof, the 
Welsh to this day wear a leek on the first of March." 

" I like the Leeke above all heroes and flowers* 
When first we wore the same* ihe field was ours, 
The leeke is white and greene, whereby is raent 
Tha^ Britaines are both ttout and emineot t 
Next to the lion and the unicorn 
The leeke the*feire«t emblyn that is woroe." H. MSL 1977. 

However, Owen, in bis ^< Cambrian Biography,'* 
says, '^ the wearing 0f the leek on St* DavidVday, 
probably originated from the cnstom of Q^mortkoj 
or the neighbourly aid practised among fiirmers, which 
js.of various kinds. In some districts of South Waks, 
ail the neighbouGB of a small fiirmer without means, 
appoint a day, when they all attend to plough his 
land, and the like ; and at such a time it is a cus- 
tom for each individual to bring his portion of leeks 

to be u«ed in making pottage for the whole company*" 

• ■ 

Good Feioat Caoss Buns. 

Hutchinson derives the Gfood-Friday Bun from the 
eaored cakes^ which were offiired at the Arkite Tcan- 



CY8TOM8» 1S9 



pies, stiled Boun^ and presented every seventh day.— 
Mr. Bryant has also the following passage on this 
snbject: '^The offerings, which people in ancient 
times, used to present to the gods, were gaierally 
purchased at thd entrance of the temple ; especially 
every species of consecrated bread, which was deno- 
minated accordingly. One species of sacred brtiad 
which used to be offered to the gods, was of great 
antiquity, and called Boun,^^ We have a kind of 
saffron cake called Symneby mixed with fruit. — ^The 
Romans prepared sweet bread for their feasts held at 
seed time, when they invoked the gods for a pros* 
pcrous year. 

Easter Day. 

A custom, prevailed for the vulgar and uneducated 
to rise early on this day, and walk into the fields to 
see the Sun dance; which, as tradition asserts, it 
always does on this day. Whether such motion there 
was in that day wherein Christ arised. Scripture hath 
not revealed, which hath been punctual in other re- 
cords concerning solary miracles* If metaphorical 
expressions go so &r, we may be bold to aflSirm, not 
only that one* Sun danced, jbut Two arose that day :, 
that light appeared at his mitivity, and darkness at 
bis death; and a light at both, for even that darkness, 
was a light unto the GentUes,, illuminated by thai, 
obscurity. 

I 2 



MO ▲9CI«IT 

Gffeait Cakes weie fonaerty divided in the eburch 
on lEaeter^daj) ampng the yovtng people ; but being 
Iddficd iipon l» atsuperatitiott8'rdli<|ue) it ivas ordered 
bj[r p«rliament^ in 16^5, that the -paKisbioners sbcfiikl 
forbear 'tfaatcu$toni, Md instead tfaereof^ buy ioayes 
of tnread for the poor of the pettiA with the monej 
thftt fibottld bate boirjbt the cakes. 

9K94;-^<«Ittpay4^r«3rii^iosecate . « * ij vj 

Ua9.— Itpm»d. J^kfi 9U^tfir his wif, «iid apotbcir •Mufe, for 

. .viij burthen inose • • . • ..< viij 

Ifm. pd, for siDgio^ bread one East^r-day, and f be 

tveeke befAne for two thousand • • « ijj ifij 

Itm. Devided on Easter*even • * ... ▼Kj*' 

OmeHry Church'wardent* Booku 

Easter has ever been considered by the Church 
as a season of great festivity, ^y the law 'concerning 
hdlidays, made in the time of Alfred the Great, it 
was a]f>pointed that the week after Easter should bie 
for ever -Icept holy, 'Heaving at this season, was 
orfgfaialfjr intended to represent our Saviour's Resur- 
rectloh. On Buster Monday parties '6f the inale tribe 
go into every^otise ieftb which they (ian get admission ; 
force crvery'feitisfte ^o be^ 'seated in a chair, and lift 
them up or ttrm 'ftiem ardund several times, with 
loud hu29sas, 'For «fbis, '^iley claim a fee and chaste 
salute. On the Ttiesdiayi the females claim the same 
priviiegei and puinsue iheir l)usiness in the ' s^flte 
manner* 



ifcLfooLs' Day. 

A cibtoio, says the Spectator, prev^ Werywhere 
among ns on the fiist of April, when everyhoAy strives 
to make as maay fools as be can. The wit chiefly 
cotaisU tn «enAing{Mnsow«i wfatt «k ended v/flccfe^ 
less eiraadsy ior the hibtor/ of Gve*xoit>t4Mr, for pi- 
geon's milk, with tMsilar ridicvlous ttfaMYdtties. A 
writer in the Gent. Mag. 5ifly, ITSS, t*)tfj^iares, thrf 
**tbe custom of imposing upoa and ridiciiliag people 
on the first of April, m^ have atlusion to the mockery 
of the Saviour:^ the wofkl by the Jewi> 6«mething 
like this, ^W;h we^H-maMng Apfii fhott^ is prac- 
tised also abroad in Roman Catholic countries on ]n- 
nocents'-day ; on which occasion, people run through 
all the rooms, making a .pretended searob in and under 
the beds, in memory, i believe, of the sea'cb made by 
Herod for the discovery and d^truclion of the child, 
Jesus, Bnd his having been imposed upon and decei- 
ved by the Wise Men, who, contrary to his orders and 
expectationa, * retoroed (o their own oounlry another 
way.' " 

Mat Day. 

It'isuBHAl'lodectmile'tbedoofsBiid ttindtfMtofflur 

hMBtB on the firtt of May. "-tttkn «as a tinw Wh«n 

this custom was observed by noble «hd royal penton- 

Thus we read in Chaucer's 

M M>y 'day, "'forth goth al 

)t, ' to Atdi '^ flouria iredit 
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and bramicb, and Uome/* Hawthorn, or, as it is 
called May^' placed at the doors upon this daj, may 
point ont Uie first fruits of the Spring, as this is one of 
(he earliest trees which blossoms* 



BannbrivO) oe Pbrambulating Boundaribs. 

** That erVy man might keep hii own posaeitioii 
Oar fttthera iM*d» In reverent procession, 

r 

(With xcaloni prayers, and with pralseftill cb^ere) 

To walke their parish-limit once a yearei 

And well-known market (which sacrileglons handp 

Vow cat or break) so borderM oat their lands, 

That erery one distinctly knew his ownei 

And many brawlesy now rife, were thennnknowne^*' 

It was a general custom formerly, says Bourne, and 
is stiU observed in some country parishes, to go round 
the bounds and limits of the parish, on one of the three 
days before Holy-Thursday, or the feast of our Lord's 
Ascension, when Oiq minister, accompanied by his 
churchwardens and parishioners, were wont to depre- 
cate the vengeance of God, beg a blessing on the fruits 
of the earth, and preserve the rights and properties of 
the parish. This custom is called Bannering from the 
banners ahd badges of the cross. This practice had 
been discontinued in this town finr several years, bat 
is now renewed, and the liberties are perambulated ia. 
the month of October. 

lSIO.«-»** ItuL bestowed in chardget npon 8r. John and his t. dL 
i^ompany ill the RogacloB wick, by consent of 
someoftheseBCoftheparishs - - U ^ 
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Itm. Hane geu^n to a preacher that preached apon •« d, 
Assentton day, by conseiit to pay for his dinner «.. zij 
174S.— Paid for Bannering, by Mr, Vicar*s orden • Q o*' 

*' 1870.— Spent at the perambulation dinner «^S 10 
Given to the boys that were tohipt 4 0** 

Wardim* jitumtt cf Qtebuh 

The last entry alludes to an expedient for impressing 
the reooliection of particular boundaries on the minds 
of the young people* Something to the same effiot was 
usually dbne here. 

This custom is probably derived from the Heathen, 
in imitation of their fiast called Terminalia, which was 
dedicated'to the god Terminus, whom they considered 
as the guardian of fields and laod-marks, and keeper 
up of friendship among men. 

Royal Oak Day. 

On the twenty-ninth of May, the anniversary <^ the 
Restoration of Charles II. it b customary for the com- 
monf people to wear in their hats the leaves of the oak, 
and to deck their doors and windows with the boughs 
of that tite. This is done in oommemoratioa of the 
marvellous escape of that monareh from those that 
were in pursuit of him, who passed under the very oak 
tree in which he had secreted himself after the fttal 
battle of Worcester. 

Wells— Tkihitt Sunday. 

In the Papal times there was a custom in this coun« 
try, if a well had'aa awful situation, if its waters wcf9 






bri^t' md cl^fli\ or if it wur ooittidlsit^ aar having a 
medicinal qualitj, ta ^icat^ it to some^fliAty hy hon- 
ouring it ivilh his name. In some parts of England, 
parficiilkrtjr this neigbbonrhood, it has Been a custom 
(aMat»nH»iiiUD6mcMiai, for the lads and lasses to collect 
•ioigstiket at ^^ringp^ cu^ fe^iptaiqsi oa T^ifiiLy' Snndiyri to 
d^nl^ sugar ^nAwit^Ty. wjiereihe la«$eyi.gi^e the treat 
.T)iej5 afterwards i^}9urn to tti^ puhlio-h^qse^ and tb) 
lads return the compliment in cakes,, ale, ^; Gfoie 
speaks of a. well dedicated ta St. Oswald, where the 
neighfxmrs have an opinion, that a shirt or shift taken 
of a sick person,, and thrown into tbat well; will shew 
whether the person will recover or die.: for if it floa^^ 
it denoted the recovery of the R^jrty ;, if it sunk, there 
remained no hope of their life : and to reward the saint 
for his inteliigeno0,- ihey 46ar <^ii tag of the shirt and 
Ipi?^ it^ liaogiMBS.oiiitlm^brto' 



OswESTaT Show — Corpus Chbisti 

* • . * 

(Thursday after TrinUtf Sunday.) 

'XbQ.encoriMMmkd companw/of this town fmm/sAy 
jneat in prfNKSiiQR thfottgh the^ prinoipal atredi^. w 
Hiisvday ; eaob> fiatwiiitjf baviqg.n} king, nmw^ witk 
&g$). {md^other dAvSce^^. eiiibll»iitti(NiI < of its oalliaffi 

This was termed Oswestry Skow^ and probably 
originated in the^pPOQOiswii) on. Ckwpus Christi Dayi 
to. the mooesterji; of. St,. Oswald* Iii.^Qmqn.GatbAlic 
^puptrie% it is» customanr. for tb^«cpp^/mi^lf;uii»(# 
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in celebration of Corpus Christi Day, that is the feist 
of the Holy Sacrament or Body of our Lord. It is 
one of the most splendid festivals of the Roman church) 
as their grand anniversary. 

^* Then dothe ensue the solemne feaste of Corpus Christi day, 
IVho then can shew their wicked use, and fond and foolish play $ 
The hallowed bread, with worship great, in silver pix they beare 
About the church, or in the citie, passing beare and theare ; 
His armes that beares the same, two of the welthiest men do holde^ 
And over him a canopy of tilke and cloth of gold: 
Foure others use to beare aloufe, least that some filthie thing [fling. 
Should fall from hie, or some mad birde her doung thereon should 
Christens passion here derided is,. with sundrie maskes and playesf 
Fair Ursley with hir mayden all, dothe pass amid the wayes. 
« « « « • 

The challis and the singinge cake with Barbara is led. 
And sundrie other pageants playde, in worshipe of this bred^ 
That please the foolish people well : what should I stand upon 
Their banners, crosses, candlestickev, and reliques, many on. 
Their cuppes, and carved images, that priestes with countenance hie 
Or rude and common people beare about full solemlie ? 
4K 4K « « « 

The common MftLfes withbowesarestrawde, and every streetebeside. 
And to the walles and windowes all, are bowes and brauncbcs tide. 
The monkes in every place do roame, the nonnes abrode are sent $. 
The priestes and schoolmen lowd do rore, some use the instrument. 
The straunger passinge through the streete, upon his knees do fall i; 
And earnestly upon this bread, as on bis God, doth call. 

« » • « « 

A number greai of armed men here %ll this while do standee 
To looke that no disorder t>e, oor any filchinge hand ; 
For all the church-goods out are brought, which cortainly would bee 
A booty good, if every man might have his libertie.'* 

« « « « « 
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We have trespassed on the patience of the reader, 
by giving this extract from ^^ Ohs. on Pop. Antiq." 
v« i. p. 336 ; and according to this authority, the 
gaudy procession of Oswestry Show took its rise from 
this Roman Catholic festival : but it has also been 
consider^ as originally an ancient British festival, 
which is not improbable. 

Fairs. 

Bailey telb us, that in ancient timies, amongst 
Christians, upon any extraordinary solemnity, parti- 
cularly the anniversary dedication of a church, tbe 
tradesmea used to bring and sell their wares even in 
the churchyards; but riots and disturbances often 
happening, by reason of the numbers assembled to- 
gether, privileges were granted by royal charter to 
particular plnces, towns, and places of streogtii, where 
magistrates presided, to keep the peopie in order. 
In the 7th of queen Eliz. it was enjoined, *^ that in 
all faires and common markets, falling uppon the 
Sundoa/j there be ao shewing of any wares before 
the service be done." 

1599. — '' Payd to foure men a dayes wages* in keepinge the 

market upon the fay re daye out of the church yeard vi ** 
Paid oue August fayer and Sant Andres fayer» for to 
kepe oute tbe market! - - - •■ ^U 

1609. Itm. pd. to a felovre for keepinge the charck yard 
upon the faier day^ from icling and buioge of skynei 
abd sheep - • - • .• XI 

Om. Wariaii B. 
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OflWESTRY Wake — ^Feast-of Dedication. 
(Assumption of the Virgin Mary^ 15th of August.) 

As in the times of Pagaoism, annual festivals were 
celebrated in honour and memory of their gods^ 
goddesses, and heroes, when the people resorted to*^ 
gether at their temples and tombs ; and as the Jews 
constantly kept their anniversary feast of dedication, 
in remembrance of Judas Maccabasus their deliverer; 
so it hath been an ancient custom among the Chris-^ 
tians of this island, to keep a feast erery year upon 
a certain week or day, in remembrance of the finish-^ 
ing of their parish church, and of the first solemn 
dedicating of it to the service of God, and committing 
it to the protection of some guardian saint or angel.-— 
This feast was at first regularly kept on that day in 
every week on which the church was dedicated ; but 
great irregularities and licentiousness having crept inta 
these festivities by degrees, an act of convocation, 
passed by tlenry YIII. lessened their number. The 
feast of the dedication of every church was qrdered 
to be kept upon one and the same day, everywhere ; 
that is, upon the first Sunday in October; and the 
the Saint's-day to which the church was dedicated,^ 
entirely laid aside. This act is now disregarded; 
but probably it arose from thence^ that the feast of 
Wakes was first put off till the Sunday fi)llowiDg the 
proper day, that the people might not have too many 
avocations from their necessary and domestic business. 

u 2 



148 ANCIBMT 



Michaelmas. 

It has long been, and still continues the custom 
at this time of the year, or thereabouts, to elect the 
governors of towns and cities, the civil guardians of 
the peace of men; perhaps, as Bourne supposes, be- 
cause the feast of angels naturally enough brings to 
our minds the old opinion of tutelar saints or spirits, 
nrho have, or ar^ thought to have, the particular 
charge of certain bodies of men, or districts of coun- 
try; as also that every man has his guardian angel, 
"who attends him from the cradle to the grave, from 
the moment of his coming in, to his going out of 
life. 

Michaelmas Goose, — There is an old custom still 
in use, of having a roast goose on Michaelmas day. 
Mr. Douce says, ^^ that queen £lizabeth received the 
news of the defeat of the Spanish Armada, whilst she 
mras eating a goose on Michaelmas day, and that ia 
commemoration of that event, she ever afterwards on 
that day dined on a goose." 

EvB OF All Saints: 

Vulgarly called HaUozo-e'en, and Nut-crack Nighi- 

All Saints is on the first of November, on the eve of 
"which, it is customary with young people to dive 
for apples, or catch^ at them when suspended, and 
that with their mc^ths only, their hands being tied 
behind their backs. Nuts, apples, and cards, com- 
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pose the entertainment, and fiom tbe custom of fling* 
ing nuts into the fire, or cracking them with their 
teeth, it has doubtless had its name of Nui^crack 
Night. The Ughling ofjires on the eve of AH Saints, 
scarcely needs explaining: fire being, even among 
the Pagans an emblem of immortality, and well cal- 
culated to typify the ascent of the soul to Heaven. 

An ingenious author gives us the principal charms 
and spells of this night. Pulling stalks of corn; eating 
the apple at the glass ; sowing hemp seed by maidens^ 
and they believe that if they look back, they will see 
the apparation of the man for their future spouse: 
they hang a smock before the fire, on the close of 
the feast, and sit up all night, concealed in a corner 
of the room, convinced that his apparation will come 
down the chimney, and turn tbjs smock. These, and 
many other superstitious ceremonies, the remains of 
Druidism, are observed on this holiday, which will 
never be eradicated while the name of Hallow Eve 
is permitted to remain. 

Gunpowder Plot. 

On the Fifth of November it was customary for 
the boys to dress up an image of the infamous con- 
spirator, Guy Fawkes, holding in one hand a dark 
lanthorn, and in theother^ a bundle of matches, and 
to carry it about the streets. In the evening, bonfires 
were made, and these frightful figures burnt in the 
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midst of them* This conspiracy was for the purpose 
of blowing up James h and his pariiaEaent, but the 
plot was happilj di^coTered) and many of iU leadm 
executed. 

Chri9tmas. 

Christmas day, in the primitive church, was alwaj9 
observed as the Sabbath-day, and, like that, preceded 
by an eve or vigil. Hence our present Christmas eve. 
On the night of this eve, our ancestors were wont to 
light up candles of an uncommon size, and lay a log 
of wood upon the fire called a Yule-clog^ or Christmas 
block to illuminate the house, and, as it were, tarn 
night into day. 

It is customary in Oswestry to usher in the moroin; 
of Christmas day with 

^' th' accustomed sounds 
Of wakeful Waits, whose melody (composed 
Of hautboy, orgao^ irioHny and flute. 
And Tarious other instruments of mirth) 
Is meant to celebrate the coming time.'* 

Bishop Taylor observes, that the <^ Gloria in Excel- 
eis/' the wdl-koown hymn sung by the* angels to the 
shepberds at our Loid's nativity, was the earli^t oarol 
The bishops, in the earlier ages (^ the churchy wens 
accustomed k> sing carola among tbeir clergy* 

The bestowing of Christmas Boxes is one of those 
absurd customs of antiquity, which, till within these 
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iew years* had spread itself almost into a national grie* 
yance. The Romish priests had masses said for almofiSt 
eyerything: if a ship \fent out to the Indies, the priests 
had a box in her, under the protection of some saint : 
and for masses, as their cant tvaa, to be said to that 
saint) &C. the poor people must put something into 
the priests' box, which was not opened till the ship's 
return* The mass at that time was called Christ-mass, 
and the box called Cbristmass box, or money gathered 
against that time, that masses might be made, by the 
priests to the saints, to forgive people the debauchery 
of that time: and from this, servants had the liberty 
to gfi bdx money, that they too might be enabled to 
pc^the priest for his masses, knowing well the truth 
qS the proverb^ '' No penny, no paternosters." 

The custom of decking churches, houses, &c« with 
Evergreens at Christmas, the Christians seem to have 
copied from their Pagan ancestor!^. Although Gay 
mentions the Misletoe among those evergreens put up 
in churches, it never entered those sacred edifices, but 
by mistake, or ignorance of the sextons ; for it was the 
heathenish and profane plant, as having been of such 
distinction in the Pagan rites of Druidism, and it had 
its place assigned it in kitchens, where it was hung up 
in great state with its white berries, and whatever fe- 
male chanced to stand under it, the young man there 
present had a right, or claimed one, of saluting her^ 
and of plucking off and presenting her with a berry at 
each kiss. 
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' This vas one of tbe most respectable' festivals of oui 
Druids, called Yule-tide : when miBletoe, 'nhich tbey 
called All-heal, was carried tn (heir haode and laid on 
their allars, as an emblem of the salotiferaus advent of 
the Mes»^iah. This mislrtoe thej cut off the trees with 
their upright hatchets of bixiEs, called Celts, put npon 
the ends of their sta^, which they carried in their 
hands. 



Pdblishing op Banns. 
From among the numerous items of the kind, the 
following is extmcted from (he parbh register of Os- 
westry: "Sept. 1654. Thomas Evance, of the parish 
of Kinnerley, and Margaret Williams, of the taas» 
were pubished three markett dajes in Oswestry mar- 
kett, beginning (he 4th daye, and had their certificate 
the I3th day, and were married the J9th November." 
This was in the time of Cromwell's usurpation. 
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Aston hall, fte seat of WilUasi Llojrd, esq. 
3 miles distant from Oswestry, on the right of the 
road leading to Shrewsbury/ Aston Chapel was built 
in 1594, at the expence of Richard Lloyd, esq. of 
Aston, and then called Christ^s Chapel, in the con- 
lecration. 

BroomkaU^ the seat of H. P. Toeec Aubrey, esq. 
0a the west of the towo» 

BrynKnaU^ about 1 mile from the village of Chirk, 
the ancient and beautiful aeat of the Trevors, descen- 
dants of Tudor Trevor* It was the seat of the elder 
branch of tbkt fiimily in the reign of Henry YL and 
descended to sir Johp Trevor, ma«tei- eif the rdls, and 
qieaker of the house of commons, in the reigns of Jas* 
IL and William. Sir John was great uncle to the 
grand&ther of the present possessor, the lord viscount 
Duagannon. Part of the bouse, as it now stands, was 
built by Inigo Jones ; but considerable alterations and 
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additions of late years have beei) made to it. It is 
commandiogly situated on the brow of a well-wooded 
hill, at the foot of which flows the Ceiriog ; and (he 
views from every part of the grounds, are extremely 
diversified and fine. The alterations about the house 
and grounds, are made with great taste, and afibrd one 
of the very few instances in which Art has been em* 
ployed witli complete success in aid of Nature. 

BrynygwaKaj the seat of John Bonnor, esq. distant 
7 miles, on the road leading to Llanrhaiadn 

Cernybwchf a hill situated about two iniles west of 
the towiu The races are held on iU summit in the 
month of September, under the auspices of that highly* 
respected man, sir W. W. Wynn, bart. A writer 
observes, that ^^ there is, at this period, an opposition 
of charms : the Engli^ and the Cambrian beauties en- 
deavour to shine doun each other, but we never ooaM 
determine which gained the victory." 

The village of Chirk, distant b\ miles, is situated 
on the brow of a hill : and from the numerous coal 
works and. other undertakings in the neighbourhood, ts 
a place of some business. The Ellesmere canal passes 
within I a mile of the village, and is carried over the 
river and vale of Ceiriog by a long aqueduct. In the 
church at Chirk, there ay several monuments of the 
Middletons of Chirk castle. Chirk castle is about 1| 
mile from the village. This, like that of Powis, still 
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retains a mixture of the casfle and mansion. It stands 
in an open situation^ on the summit of a considerable 
enunence^ and commands an extensive view into seven- 
teen different counties. On the exterior it retains much 
of its primitive aspect. It is a quadrangular structure, 
having five towers, one at each corner, and the fifth for 
the gateway in front. The entrance is into a spacious 
court yard, a hundred and sixty feet long, and a hun- 
dred broad; and on the east side this, there is a hand- 
some colonnade. The principal apartments consist of 
a saloon, a drawing room, and gallery; in the latter of 
ivhich, there is a large collection of paintings, consist- 
ing, however, almost entirely of family portraits. The 
present structure was the work of Roger Mortimer, the 
son of Roger, baron of Wigmore, and founded on the 
site of a very ancient fortress called Castell Crogen. It. 
became the property of sir Thomas Middleton, knigJit, 
ia 1595, in whose family it still continues. — Binglej/* 

Glanraforiy a new stone house, the seat of Lawtoa 
Parry, esq* 7 m. distant, on the road to Llanrhaiadr* 

Halslon^ the seat of Mrs. Mytton, lies withb a mile 
on the east side of Whiftington. It is called in ancient 
deeds Holy Stone at Holy Stone. Near it stood the- 
abbey, taken down above a century ago. That it had 
been a sanctuary is evident. Meyric Lloyd, lord of 
some part of Uwch Ales, in the reign of Richard !• 
tvottld not yield subjection to the English governments^ 

X 2 
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under which the hundred of Dyffryn Chryd^ and «e* 
reral others were then ; and havtfig taken some English 
officcEB that came there to execvte the law, killed 
seTeral of them* For this fact, he forfeited his lands to 
the king; fled, and took sanctuary at Hakton, where 
be was taken to the protection of its possessor, John 
Fitzahin, eati of Arondel. In the Saxon era, the lord- 
ahip of HaUton belonged to Edric ; at which time 
there were on it two Welshmen and one Frenchman. 
After the ^Norman Conquest, Halston became the pro- 
perty of an earl of Arundel, and Was given by that 
family to the Knights of St. John of Jeiusalem. — In' 
tiie S6th of Hetiiy YIIl. the commandry was valued at 
jel60. 14». iQd. B year. Upon the abolition oi many 
ofthe military religious orders, Henry Vill. empowered 
John Sewst^r, esq. to dispose of this manor to Alaa 
Horde, who made an exchange with Edward Myfton, 
esq. of Habberly; which alienation was afterwards con* 
firmed by queen £lizal)eth. The church or chapel of 
Balston, is a donative, without any other revenue than 
what the chaplain is allowed by the owner, and is of 
exempt jurisdiction. Halston was the birth-place of 
the famous general Mytton ; of whom, particulars are 
given in another part of this work. 

HmdmcJc^ theseat of John Kynaston Powell, esq* 
M, P. and high steward of this borough, 7 miles jdis- 
faot^-on the left of tha road leading to £llesmere* 






JLlmfarda^ die seat of Heniy W«lkm WilHim 
Wyrnm^ esq. | a mile iirst of the bMrn* JahA IlfHM» 
efiq. laeonfer, Mi35| in hv MS. ^ Qimmiimn^ iHf % 
^^ RyneniSy hfelu^ 'Of St. ^bfiph, tpppnosMd the qUi 
church of the Mercians^ called Uanvarda.^ 
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UmngeMm, Ike eeal of CShwIw W^tiw Wi»{pipi9 
Wy OA. esq^. M« P# and recoriler of this borought 8 
iBiJHes di«tant| ^n tiie road t(# iJaorbaiadr* 

Uanj/mynech^ (ox^^ndch) signifies the Church Dis» 

irict of the Monks^ and has no relation whatever to 

mines. It YidA 8o called, there having formerly been a 

monasiery there. This Tillage is about 6 miles distant, 

on tbe road leading to Pool. The Romans had mine- 

yfmik» in Uaoymy nech hill, from ivbich they dbtaii^ed 

oiHidudeiaUe quantities .«f ccq[)per. One v^ijie «f the^ 

•rn^tk Appears Hi an artificial cave, g(\mammla\fS^» 

^HXatA Qge^ (mfwe properly Ogafj itihieh i^ a Wehh 

woiA aignifyuig a Cave,) The iviodings of this cavern 

aie nonieroiis aud intiibwte. Some years ago, two men 

endeavouring toespbue it» were so bewildeted in K^ 

turnings, that they were found pro^tiat^ on. the groood, 

by some men ^nt in search of them, despairing of ever 

seeing the light again. Skeletons, culinary utensils, &c. 

have been discovered in this cavern. One of the skele- 

toas bad a battle«dXiB by .it& side, unda bracelet of glass 

beads around its wrist. Several Soman poifis of Au- 

to^ius, Faustina, and others have also been found in 

this place; and not long ago many coins, mostly of 
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CSdiwtentiiie, wottfoodd in a ptroel of earth which ifas 
washed down the dde of the hill. The hill aboands 
in IhBMtone. Great nnmben of men are employod in 
raising, bieaking, and bnrijing the sftooe. 

litfnkh/s^ or Uj/nkcfysy signifying the sunk Palace^ 
18 a farm-honse, distant 2 miles, on the Llanymynech 
road. The Lake or pool is a short distaooe from the 
house. Such is the superstition of many in the neigh- 
bourhood, that they actually believe the towers, &c. 
of the palace are to be seen at a great depth, when the 
water is calm ! — The reader is referred to the legendary 
ballad of ^^ Uuncklj/s^^ in the poems of John F. M. 
Dovaston^ esq. 



Morton Chapd^ in the parish of Llanyblodwdl, 
built and endowed by Mrs. Bridgman, 1744: Woe 
4047.— Incumbents : William Dalton, A. M. fellow of 
Cath. hall, Cambridge; Mr. Williams succeeded, and 
resigned for the rectory of Llanarmon Dyffcyn Ceiriog; 
Mr. Yenables, rector of Erbistock, 1783; who resigned 
to his nephew, Jos. Yenables, 1797. — MS» belonging 
to John Bonnor^ esq. 

Mount Sion^ the residence of the late Mrs. Edwards, 
distant about | mile, on the road to Seilatyn, See 73* 

Nursery f West-Felton, the pleasant retreat of John 
F. M. Dovaston, esq. 4 miles distant 

Parkhallp an old timber house Jiear the road leadiiig 
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to Wbittington. There is a small domestic chapel at 
this place, but no service is at present performed there. 
Notice is taken of it in the register of Wbittington, in 
the year 1598. It has been said, that Parkball and 
'Aston chfipels vere both consecrated by Archbishop 
Parker. 

V 

Pentrepanty the property of G. H. Warrington 
Carew, esq. of Grewcombe Court, Somersetshire, is 
the residence of Launcelot Shentone, esq. It is' about 
\ a mile on the road leading to Sellatyn. Pentiepant 
descended to Mr. Carew from his mother, which estate 
had remained in Hanmer family for many generations. 
John Hanmer, bishop of St. Asaph, resided here. He 
died in 16§9, aged 56, and was buried in the parish 
church of Sellatyn; to the poor of which place, and 
also of Oswestry and St. Asaph, he gave j^l5. to be 
equally divided between them. > On the north side of 
the communion table an inscription on a brass plate 
preserves his memory. 

Plasnew^ddf the charming retreat of the hon. lady 
Eleanor Butler' and Miss Ponsonby, is situated about 
i of a mile south of Llangollen. Lady Eleanor Butler 
was, I am informed, the youngest sister of the late, 
and consequently aunt to the present earl of Orraond. 
Miss Ponsonby is the grand-daughter of the late gene- 
ral Ponsonby, who was slain in the battle of Fotitenoy. 
Her father, Mr. Chambre Ponsonby, married Miss 
Louisa JLyohs, a most elegant and accomplished wo- 
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Btfmi the Heooui datigliter of capt. Joho Ljodi, clerk 
«f Ibe Goancil in DubliQ* Tfain lady lived but a few 
ymm after their lBarfiflig% aad left the pvesent Mks 
PoiMdii^.«^Tlifl8e tWfi&malesi delighted with the see- 
aerjr around LlangoUeni when it was Uitle known to 
the rest of the worid/sought here a philosophical retiie- 
ment from the frivolities of fashionable life, erected^ a 
dwelling that commands a fine mountain prospect, and 
have resided here ever sinoe.-^Btitg'^^. 

PeaU^sylUy Aquedaid. This stupendous wcA » 
seen to the right of the road leading to LlangoHeo, and 
IB disUutf fioBi Oswotrj about 8 miles. Thefiillowiog 
-iliscription, which is placed on one of the columns wiU 
Mficientljr |ioint out the nature of the work : 

The Nobility aad Gentry of 
the adjacem coomieB 
lnYi% united llieir efforts with 
the s^cftt commertinl intei'est of this coontry, 
la trttitinji BD iatertttiirte aatf attion betWMA 
Eoxiand and North Waleff, 
lly a dsvls^ble eommiiiiicatlnii of the three rrftn^ 
Severo, Dee, and Mersey« 
for the miitoa! benefit of agricnitore and trade, 
caused the first stone of this aqueduct of 

Pont CyayUty, 

to be laid, on the S5th day of July » 1795, 

Wtai Kiefcard MiddletoB of Chirlc, esquire, 9L P. 

one of the original patrons of the 

Ellesmere Canal, 

was Lord of this manor, 

and In the reign of our sofereiga 

Georgetlie Third* 

when the equity of the laws and 

the security of property, 

f romoted the general welfare of the nation, 

while the arts and sciences flourished 

by hit patronage, and 

the conduct of civil life was improye^ 

by hit eiaapie 
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The navigation over this aqueduct was opened 29th 
of November, 1803. The iron work is 1007 feet longf 
height from the surface of the river to the top of the 
iron rails, 145 feet; the embankment on the south side 
1503 feet long. There are 18 stone pillars, besides a* 
butments. A fine view of this aqueduct is publishing 
by subscription, by Mr. G. Yates, of Oswestry, 

PorMngton^ the seat of W. Oriqtby Gore, esq. is 
about 1 mile west of the town. This place takes its 
name from a singular entrenchment in a neighbouring 
field, called Gastell Brogynton, a fort belonging to 
Owen Brogynton, a natural son to Owen Madoc ap 
Meredydd, prince of Powis Vadog. It is of a circular 
form, surrounded with a vast earthen dike, and a deep 
foss. It appears, by an old drawing in Mr. Mytton's 
collection, to have had two entrances, pretty close to 
each other, projecting a little from the sides and di- 
yerginv ; the end of each guarded by a semi-lunac 
curtain. These are now destroyed. The whole parish 
consists of a single township, which also bears the same 
title with the mansion. The name of the house was 
soon altered into one very near resembling the present. 
In 1218, Henry III. in an address to Llewelyn, prince 
of Wales, informs him, that among others, Bieddyn 
Filius Oeni de Porkinton had performed to his majesty 
the service he owed. I must now make a very long 
transition from this period, to that which produced 
another distinguished personage of this family. Here 

T 
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is preserved tbe portrait of sir John Ovren, knighf, of 
Clenenej, in Caernarvonshire ; a gallant officer aod 
vtvennous supporter of the cause of Charles I. He 
greatly signaliml himself at the riege of Bristol, if hen 
it was taken by prince Ropert, and iiras desperaielj 
Wonnded in tbe attack. Congenial qualities recom- 
mended him to his highness; who, sapenteding the 
appointment of archbp. Williams to tbe government 
of Conway castle, in 1645^ constituted sir John com- 
mander in his place. This fortress was soon gives up 
to general Mytton, by the contrivance of the prelate, 
and the power of his friends : and the knight retired to 
his seat in the distant parts of the county. In • 1648, 
he rose in arms to make a last effort in behalf of his 
ftUen master, probably in concert with the royalists in 
Kent and Essex. He was soon attacked by William 
Lbyd, sheriff of the shire, whom he defeated, woun- 
ded, and made prisoner. He then laid siege to Caer- 
narvon ; but hearing that some of tbe parliament forces 
under colonels Carter and -Twisletoo, were on their 
march to attack him, he hastened to meet them, and 
took the sheriff with him on a litter. He met with his 
enemies near Lland^ai : a furious action ensued, in 
which at first sir John had the advantage ; but fiiiling 
in with the reserve, fortune turned against him : in a 
personal contest with a captain Taylor, he was puUed 
off his horse, and made prisoner; and his troops, dis- 
heartened by the loss of their oonmiander, took to 
flight. The messenger who brought the news of this 
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victory to the parliament, received a reward of j^300, 
out of sir John's estate. Sir John was conveyed to 
Windsor castle, onrhere he found four noblemen under 
confinement for the same cause. Nov. lOtb, a vote 
passed for his banishment, and that of the four Iord«,. 
and major*gen. Langhern ; but after the execution of^ 
their royal master, sanguinary measures took place.— « 
The duke of Hamilton, the earl of HoUand, and lords 
Goring and Capel, were put upon their (rials. Sir 
John shewed a spirit worthy of bis country* He told 
his judges, that ^^ he was a plain gentleman oi Wales, 
who had been always taught to obey the king ; that 
he had served him honestly during the war; and find-, 
ing many honest men endeavoured to raise forces, 
whereby they might get him out of prison, he did the 
like ;'* and concluded like a man who did not care 
what they resolved concerning him. In the end he was 
condemned to lose his head ; for which, with a hu»^ 
mourous intrepidity, he made the court a low tev^ 
rence, and gave his humble thanks. A by-stander 
asking him what he meant, he replied abud, <^ It 
was a great honour to a poor genfleman of Wales to 
lose bis head with such noble lords ; for by G — j he 
was afraid they would have hanged him.** Sir John, 
by mere good fortune, was disappointed of the hpnour 
-he was flattered with ; being, as his epitaph says, Famm 
plus quam vUce soUicUo. He neither solicited for a 
pardon, nor was any petition made to parliament in 
his favour ; which was strongly imp(Miuned in behalf 
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of his fellow prisoners. Ireton proved his advocate, 
and told the house^ '^ That there was one person for 
"whom no one spoke a word ; and therefore requested, 
that he might be saved by the sole motive and good- 
ness of the house." In consequence, mercy was exten- 
ded to him ; and after a few months imprisonment, he 
was set at liberty. He retired again into his country, 
where he died in 1666; and was interred in the church 
of Penmorva, Caernarvonshire, where there is a small 
monument, with a latin epitaph, to his memory. Pen. 

Pradocy the seat of the hon. Thomas Kenyon, (bro- 
ther to lord Kenyon) 6 miles distant, on the left of the 
Shrewsbury road. 

Swanhill^ (belonging to John Wynn Eyton, esq. of 
Leesewood) the residence of Mrs. Lloyd, relict of Rob. 
Lloyd, esq. is ^ of a mile from the town on the right 
of the road leading to the race-gromd. The house is 
in the parishes of Oswestry and Sellatyn, 

Sweeney Mountain, 2 miles distant, on the right of 
the road to Pool, noted for its quarries of free-stone. 

Sweenet/ Hally the seat of T. N. Parker, esq. dis- 
tant li m. on the left of the road to Pool, was built a 
few Jears ago, on the site of an old mansion-house, 
near to which are the vestiges of a burial ground; 
adopted as such, in the turbulent period of the Com- 
monwealth. The following inscriptions are still legible: 
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** Here lieth Mrs. Abigail Chetvrood, daa^hter to Sir Richard 
Chetwood, ivho died the first of May, 16^8.' 
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** Thomas Baker, Esq. deceased March 19, aged 68, anno dom. 
1675." 

The abore Thomas Baker served the office of high 
sheriff for the county, A. D. 1649, the first year of 
Oliver Cromwell's usurpation ; aud in the parliament 
of 1653, he was summoned by Cromwell, with John 
Browne of Little Ness, as knights of the shire. 

The above Thomas Baker dying without issue, A. 
D. 1675, his property descended to his niece, JVIaiy, 
the wife of Thomas Browne, of Little Ness, esq. (son 
of the above John Browne) and in succession, to Sarah, 
the wife of T. N. Parker, esq, 

Whittington^ a populous village, situated upon the 
turnpike road leading from the town of Oswestry 
to Ellesmere; being better than 3 miles from th» 
former, and 5 from the latter town. The ancient mode 
of spelling it in the first page of the old register, bear- 
date 1591, is Whittentonne. The present name takes 
place in 1603. In old deeds it is wrote VkaAlba; 
and in the Welsh tongue, Drewen^ i. e. Whiie Town. 
It may not be an improbable conjecture, that the name 
js derived from the appearance of the buildings:, the 
church (rebuilt, since this account was written) and 
old houses being plastered with a white coat ; or from 
the castle, ivhich was called the fVhiie Castle^ as Powis 
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vw cnUed the Xed Castle. This parijsli w divide into 
nine townsUiM : Wbiltington, to the south ; Berghill 
md Fwietun, tp4hf eiwt; Old Martip, Hindford, 
Henlle, and Ebnal, to the north ; amd Feiohill and 
|)ftywpll, tathc 



Thelordship or manor of Whittington comprehends 
the parishes of Whittington and Sellatyn. Before the 
Conquest, it belonged to Tndor Trevor, earl of Here-, 
ford, and continued in the male line nntil it came to 
Mel^Uv danghtiyr aqd l^eiiess^^fsir William Peveiel; 
ij^hicb s.ic WilUiMn fras the seventh d^ree fro^i Tudor 
Trevor* Ale^ch iparried Ger^ or Gweren de M^t^y 
([§bQu|; W^9) iQld pi Alliei?b«ry, 4011 to «Mr Fottlk dc 
Warren, and had issue, Fpulk FitfE W^nrep, lord of 
Whittington, famous for his various adventures and 
exploit^ ia Har* |t is remarked of him, that plajing 
%i dMss^ilh king John, the monarch broke his head 
mlh the ehess^board; but Foulk letumed the blowy 
and almost draaolished the king. He was owner ci the 
castle sHoated in Whittington ; the gateway of which, 
is atill thabitaUe. The ruins of four regular bastions 
appear, with the remains of old fosses and distant out^ 
works. The castle has been moated round, and was 
aateved over a d»aw-bridge. In a room over the gate- 
way. was the figure of a kBigbtcohorsebadc, daubed on 
tli& wall, and underneath, the ibllewing lines :* 

This was Sir Foi^lk Fit? Warreo» late a great a|id\(aliaDt kiii|;bt» 
Who kept the Britons stiH io awe, and oft* times put to flight. 
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He of tbii castle ewlier WM, an^ Held it by iNiriMMiad' 
Of Henry* late Miniam*d the third, aild king of all tHl»]aild« 
His grandfather, a Lorrainer, by fame was much befriended, * 
Who Peyerley'i daaghter took to wife, from whom thii Foulk den- 
BU aliclent feats of chiyalry in annals are recorded'; [cended. 

Our king of England aftef itilMt bini baron madb, bM lordi^d. 

The Fi(z Warrens weitfe barons of the r^Im b^ the 
tkleofFitz Warrens of Wbittiiigtdn ; whitih hofioiir, 
by a female, descended through the HMkferds to the 
Bouchiersy earb of Bath, and is now (1780) ia abey- 
ance in (he female heiresses of that family. 

The manor, together with the advowsons of the tec- 
tories of Whittington and Sellatyni the mansion house 
4ind estate of Fernhill, in this parish, were purchased 
from Henry, last earl of Arundel of the name of Fits* 
alan, by Francis Albany, esq. of London. The manor, 
advowsons, and Fernhiil estate passed to the House of 
Aston, by the marriage o( Sarahs sole heiress of the 
said Francis Albany^ esq. to Thomas Lloyd, esq* of 
Aston. On the opposite side of the chanoel (alluding 
to the old church) is the following insoription on a 
marble (ablet : ^^ Sarah,, the only daughter and heir of 
Francis Albany, esq. lord of the manor of Whittingtoa 
and wife of Thomas Lloyd, esq. of Aston^ was here 
interred, Sept. 24:th, 1693, aged 67." 

The steward of the manor holds annually a court 
leet and court baron in the castle, to which the several 

lolnbltaAts owe sMSt aad s^fte<r, wd ftmi om (ss&rr jr 
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for non-attendance. Chief rents are likewise payable 
to the Lord ; and a heriot of tlie best beast from every 
freehold within the manor^ at the death of the person 
seized. — From MS. ^' MateriaW^ of the late Rev. W. 
Roberts^ Rector of WhittingUm and Sellatyn. 

fFoodhillj the seat of Mrs. Yenables> relict of Laza- 
rus YenableS) esq. 2 miles distant, on the right of the 
road to Llanymynech. 

Wbodhouscy the seat of William Owen, esq. 5 miles 
distant, onlhe left of the road to Shrewsbury. 

Wynmtay^ the seat of sir Watkin Williams Wynn, 
bart. 11 miles distant, on the right of the road to 
Wrexham. The grounds extend to the village of 
Rhuabon ; they are well wooded, and about eight 
miles in circumference* From the ancient rampart 
called Wat's Dyke, which passes through the grounds^ 
this place was called Wattstay : but, on the marriage 
of sir John Wynne with Jane, the daughter of Eyton 
Evans, and heiress of this property, he changed its 
name to Wj/nnstay, It was anciently the property 
and residence of Madoc ap Griffith Maelor, the potent 
lord of Bromfield, and founder of Yalle Crucis abbey, 
near Llangollen. 

END. 
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